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Chapter 1 

 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake as indicated in 

article histories.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 

General Provisions 

 Designation and citation of Code. 

The ordinances embraced in this and the following chapters shall constitute and be designated 

the “Code of Ordinances, Blue Lake Township, Michigan,” and may be so cited.  Such 

ordinances may also be cited as the “Blue Lake Township Code.” 

 Definitions and rules of construction. 

The following definitions and rules of construction shall apply to this Code and to all ordinances 

and resolutions unless the context requires otherwise. 

GENERALLY - When provisions conflict, the specific shall prevail over the general.  All 

provisions shall be liberally construed so that the intent of the Township Board may be 

effectuated.  Words and phrases shall be construed according to the common and approved usage 

of the language, but technical words, technical phrases and words and phrases that have acquired 

peculiar and appropriate meanings in law shall be construed according to such meanings. 

AGENCIES - Any reference to any federal, state, or local agency shall include any successor 

agency having jurisdiction. 

CODE - The term “Code” means the Code of Ordinances, Blue Lake Township, Michigan, as 

designated in section 1-1. 

COMPUTATION OF TIME - In computing a period of days, the first day is excluded and the 

last day is included.  If the last day of any period or a fixed or final day is a Saturday, Sunday, or 

legal holiday, the period or day is extended to include the next day that is not a Saturday, 

Sunday, or legal holiday. 

CONJUNCTIONS - In a provision involving two or more items, conditions, provisions or 

events, which items, conditions, provisions or events are connected by the conjunction “and,” 

“or,” or “either ... or,” the conjunction shall be interpreted as follows. 

 The conjunction “and” indicates that all the connected terms, conditions, provisions, or 

events apply. 
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 The conjunction “or” indicates that the connected terms, conditions, provisions, or events 

apply singly or in any combination. 

 The conjunction “either ... or” indicates that the connected terms, conditions, provisions, 

or events apply singly but not in combination. 

COUNTY - The term “county” means Muskegon County, Michigan. 

DELEGATION OF AUTHORITY - A provision that authorizes or requires a Township officer 

or Township employee to perform an act or make a decision authorizes such officer or employee 

to act or make a decision through subordinates. 

GENDER - Words of one gender include the other genders. 

INCLUDES, INCLUDING - The terms “includes” and “including” are terms of enlargement and 

not of limitation or exclusive enumeration, and the use of the terms does not create a 

presumption that components not expressed are excluded. 

JOINT AUTHORITY - A grant of authority to three or more persons as a public body confers 

the authority on a majority of the number of members as fixed by statute or ordinance. 

MAY - The term “may” is to be construed as being permissive and not mandatory. 

MAY NOT - The term “may not” states a prohibition. 

MCL - The abbreviation “MCL” means the Michigan Compiled Laws, as amended or revised. 

MONTH - The term “month” means a calendar month. 

NUMBER - The singular includes the plural, and the plural includes the singular. 

OATH, AFFIRMATION, SWORN, AFFIRMED - The term “oath” includes an affirmation in all 

cases where an affirmation may be substituted for an oath.  In similar cases, the term “sworn” 

includes the term “affirmed.” 

OFFICERS, DEPARTMENTS, ETC. - References to officers, departments, boards, commissions 

or employees are to Township officers, Township departments, Township boards, Township 

commissions and Township employees. 

OWNER - The term “owner,” as applied to property, includes any part owner, joint owner, 

tenant in common, tenant in partnership, joint tenant, or tenant by the entirety of the whole or 

part of such property.  With respect to special assessments, however, the owner shall be 

considered to be the person whose name appears on the assessment roll for the purpose of giving 

notice and billing. 

PERSON - The term “person” means any individual, partnership, corporation, association, club, 

joint venture, estate, trust, governmental unit, and any other group or combination acting as a 

unit, and the individuals constituting such group or unit. 
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PERSONAL PROPERTY - The term “personal property” means any property other than real 

property.   

PREMISES - The term “premises,” as applied to real property, includes lands and structures. 

PROPERTY - The term “property” means real and personal property. 

PUBLIC ACTS - References to public acts are references to the Public Acts of Michigan.  (For 

example, a reference to Public Act No. 246 of 1945 is a reference to Act No. 246 of the Public 

Acts of Michigan of 1945.) Any reference to a public act, whether by act number or by short 

title, is a reference to such act, as amended. 

REAL PROPERTY, REAL ESTATE, LAND, LANDS - The terms “real property,” “real estate,” 

“land,” and “lands” include lands, tenements, and hereditaments. 

SHALL - The term “shall” is to be construed as being mandatory. 

SIDEWALK - The term “sidewalk” means any portion of the street between the curb, or the 

lateral line of the roadway, and the adjacent property line, intended for the use of pedestrians or 

bicyclists.  This definition includes nonmotorized pathways 

STATE - The term “state” means the State of Michigan. 

STREET, HIGHWAY, OR ALLEY - The term “street” or “highway” means the entire width 

subject to an easement for a public right-of-way or owned in fee by the Township, county, or 

state, of every way or place, of whatever nature, whenever any part thereof is open to the use of 

the public as a matter of right for purposes of public travel.  The term “alley” means any such 

way or place providing a secondary means of ingress and egress from property. 

SWEAR - The term “swear” includes affirm. 

TENSES - The present tense includes the past and future tenses.  The future tense includes the 

present tense. 

TOWNSHIP - The term “Township” means Blue Lake Township, Michigan. 

TOWNSHIP BOARD - The term “Township Board” means the Township Board of trustees of 

Blue Lake Township, Michigan. 

WEEK - The term “week” means seven consecutive days. 

WRITTEN - The term “written” includes any representation of words, letters, symbols, or 

figures. 

YEAR - The term “year” means 12 consecutive months.  
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 Catchlines of sections; references. 

 The catchlines of the several sections of this Code printed in boldface type are intended 

as mere catchwords to indicate the contents of the section and are not titles of such 

sections or any part of the section, nor unless expressly so provided shall they be so 

deemed when any such section, including the catchline, is amended or reenacted. 

 Unless specified otherwise, all references to chapters or sections are to chapters or 

sections of this Code. 

 Effect of repeal of ordinances. 

 Unless specifically provided otherwise, the repeal of a repealing ordinance does not 

revive any repealed ordinance. 

 The repeal or amendment of an ordinance does not affect any punishment or penalty 

incurred before the repeal took effect, nor does such repeal or amendment affect any suit, 

prosecution, or proceeding pending at the time of the amendment or repeal. 

 Amendments to Code; effect of new ordinances; amendatory language. 

 All ordinances adopted subsequent to this Code that amend, repeal, or in any way affect 

this Code may be numbered in accordance with the numbering system of the Code and 

printed for inclusion in the Code.  Portions of this Code repealed by subsequent 

ordinances may be excluded from this Code by omission from reprinted pages affected 

thereby. 

 Amendments to provisions of this Code may be made with the following language:  

“Section (chapter, article, division or subdivision, as appropriate) ____________ of the 

Blue Lake Township Code is amended to read as follows:  …” 

 If a new section, subdivision, division, article, or chapter is to be added to the Code, the 

following language may be used:  “Section (chapter, article, division, or subdivision, as 

appropriate) ____________ of the Blue Lake Township Code is created to read as 

follows: …” 

 All provisions desired to be repealed should be repealed specifically by section, 

subdivision, division, article, or chapter number, as appropriate, or by setting out the 

repealed provisions in full in the repealing ordinance. 

 Supplementation of Code. 

 Supplements to this Code shall be prepared and printed whenever authorized or directed 

by the Township.  A supplement to this Code shall include all substantive permanent and 

general parts of ordinances adopted during the period covered by the supplement and all 

changes made thereby in the Code.  The pages of the supplement shall be so numbered 

that they will fit properly into the Code and will, where necessary, replace pages that 

have become obsolete or partially obsolete.  The new pages shall be so prepared that, 
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when they have been inserted, the Code will be current through the date of the adoption 

of the latest ordinance included in the supplement.  

 In preparing a supplement to this Code, all portions of the Code that have been repealed 

shall be excluded from the Code by the omission from reprinted pages. 

 When preparing a supplement to this Code, the person authorized to prepare the 

supplement may make formal, nonsubstantive changes in ordinances and parts of 

ordinances included in the supplement, insofar as necessary to do so in order to embody 

them into a unified code.  For example, the person may: 

(1) Arrange the material into appropriate organizational units. 

(2) Supply appropriate catchlines, headings and titles for chapters, articles, divisions, 

subdivisions and sections to be included in the Code and make changes in any 

such catchlines, headings and titles or in any such catchlines, headings and titles 

already in the Code. 

(3) Assign appropriate numbers to chapters, articles, divisions, subdivisions and 

sections to be added to the Code. 

(4) Where necessary to accommodate new material, change existing numbers 

assigned to chapters, articles, divisions, subdivisions or sections. 

(5) Change the words “this ordinance” or similar words to “this chapter,” “this 

article,” “this division,” “this subdivision,” “this section” or “sections 

____________ to ____________” (inserting section numbers to indicate the 

sections of the Code that embody the substantive sections of the ordinance 

incorporated in the Code). 

(6) Make other nonsubstantive changes necessary to preserve the original meaning of 

the ordinances inserted in the Code. 

 General penalty; continuing violations. 

 In this section, the term “violation of this Code” means any of the following: 

(1) Doing an act that is prohibited or made or declared unlawful, an offense, a 

violation, or a misdemeanor by ordinance or by rule or regulation authorized by 

ordinance; 

(2) Failure to perform an act that is required to be performed by ordinance or by rule 

or regulation authorized by ordinance; or 

(3) Failure to perform an act if the failure is prohibited or is made or declared 

unlawful, an offense, a violation, or a misdemeanor by ordinance or by rule or 

regulation authorized by ordinance. 
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 In this section, the term “violation of this Code” does not include the failure of a 

Township officer or Township employee to perform an official duty unless it is 

specifically provided that the failure to perform the duty is to be punished as provided in 

this section. 

 Except as otherwise stated, a person convicted of a violation of this Code shall be guilty 

of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine not to exceed $500.00 or by imprisonment for a 

period of not more than 90 days, or by both such fine and imprisonment.  However, 

unless otherwise provided by law, a person convicted of a violation of this Code which 

substantially corresponds to a violation of state law that is a misdemeanor for which the 

maximum period of imprisonment is 93 days is punishable by a fine not to exceed 

$500.00 and costs of prosecution or by imprisonment for a period of not more than 93 

days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 

 Except as otherwise provided by law or ordinance, with respect to violations of this Code 

that are continuous with respect to time, each day that the violation continues is a 

separate offense.  As to other violations, each violation constitutes a separate offense. 

 The imposition of a penalty does not prevent suspension or revocation of a license, 

permit, or franchise or other administrative sanctions. 

 Violations of this Code that are continuous with respect to time are a public nuisance and 

may be abated by injunctive or other equitable relief.  The imposition of a penalty does 

not prevent injunctive relief or civil or quasi-judicial enforcement. 

 Unless otherwise provided in this Code, a person who commits a municipal civil 

infraction shall be issued a notice advising the person of the violation and granting the 

person a 14-day period to remedy said violation.  If the violation is not remedied within 

14 days, the person shall be subject to a fine of $50.00, plus costs and other sanctions for 

each infraction.  Each day during which any violation continues shall be deemed a 

separate and distinct offense.  Increased civil fines may be imposed for repeated 

violations; a repeat violation means a second or subsequent municipal civil infraction 

violation committed by a person within any 12-month period and for which a person 

admits responsibility or is determined to be responsible.  The increased civil fine for 

repeat violations shall be $100.00, plus costs and other sanctions. 

 The Township ordinance enforcement officer, members of the county sheriffs department 

assigned to the Township, members of any law enforcement agency the services of which 

are contracted for by the Township, and any other individuals who may from time to time 

be appointed by resolution of the Township Board, are designated as the authorized 

Township officials to issue municipal civil infraction citations (directing alleged violators 

to appear in court) or municipal civil infraction violation notices (directing alleged 

violators to appear at the township municipal violations bureau) as provided by Township 

ordinance. 

 The Township ordinance enforcement officer, members of the county sheriffs department 

assigned to the Township, members of any law enforcement agency the services of which 
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are contracted for by the Township, and any other individuals who may from time to time 

be appointed by resolution of the Township Board, shall have the authority to determine, 

in their discretion, that immediate enforcement is required and that the 14-day period 

referenced in subsection (g) of this section to remedy a violation is not in the Township’s 

best interests.  In that event, either a shorter warning period shall be allowed or the person 

who commits a civil infraction shall immediately be subject to a fine of $50.00, plus costs 

and other sanctions for each violation (or subject to the increased civil fines for a repeat 

violation). 

 Severability of parts of Code. 

If any provision of this Code or its application to any person or circumstances is held invalid or 

unconstitutional, the invalidity or unconstitutionality does not affect other provisions or 

application of this Code that can be given effect without the invalid or unconstitutional provision 

or application, and to this end the provisions of this Code are severable. 

 Continuation of existing ordinances. 

The provisions of this Code, insofar as they are substantially the same as legislation previously 

adopted by the Township relating to the same subject matter, shall be construed as restatements 

and continuations thereof and not as new enactments. 

 Prior offenses or rights not affected by Code. 

 Nothing in this Code or the ordinance adopting this Code affects any offense or act 

committed or done, any penalty or forfeiture incurred, or any contract or right established 

before the effective date of this Code.  

 The adoption of this Code does not authorize any use or the continuation of any use of a 

structure or premises in violation of any Township ordinance on the effective date of this 

Code. 

 Certain ordinances not affected by Code. 

 Nothing in this Code or the ordinance adopting this Code affects the validity of any 

ordinance or portion of an ordinance: 

(1) Annexing property into the Township or describing the corporate limits; 

(2) Deannexing property or excluding property from the Township; 

(3) Promising or guaranteeing the payment of money or authorizing the issuance of 

bonds or other instruments of indebtedness; 

(4) Authorizing or approving any contract, deed, or agreement; 

(5) Making or approving any appropriation, or budget; 
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(6) Providing for salaries or other employee benefits not codified in this Code; 

(7) Granting any right or franchise; 

(8) Adopting or amending the master plan; 

(9) Dedicating, accepting or vacating any plat or subdivision; 

(10) Levying, imposing, or otherwise relating to taxes not codified in this Code; 

(11) Granting a tax exemption for specific property or providing a service charge in 

lieu thereof; 

(12) Levying or imposing any special assessment; 

(13) Dedicating, establishing, naming, locating, relocating, opening, paving, widening, 

repairing, or vacating any street, sidewalk, or alley; 

(14) That is temporary, although general in effect; 

(15) That is special, although permanent in effect; or 

(16) The purpose of which has been accomplished. 

 The ordinances or portions of ordinances designated in subsection (a) of this section 

continue in full force and effect to the same extent as if published at length in this Code. 
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Chapter 7 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake as indicated in 

article histories.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 

Special Assessment Districts 

[Adopted 8-11-1997 by Ord. No. 36] 

 General powers of the Township Board. 

The Township Board shall have the power to make the public improvements authorized by this 

chapter and to determine that the whole or part of the cost shall be defrayed by special 

assessments against the property especially benefitted.  The cost of engineering services, all 

expenses incident to the proceedings for making the improvement and the financing thereof, 

shall be deemed a part of the cost of the improvement. 

 Local improvement revolving fund. 

 Established.  There is hereby established a fund known as the local improvement 

revolving fund. 

 Purpose.  The Township Board may authorize advances from the local improvement 

revolving fund for payment of the costs of any local improvement to the extent the local 

improvement is financed by special assessments upon property specially benefitted. 

 Disbursements.  The treasurer of the Township may disburse amounts from the local 

improvement revolving fund when authorized by resolution of the Township Board. 

 Additional revenue; interest.  Additional revenues may be allotted to the local 

improvement revolving fund by resolution of the Township Board, and interest on the 

fund and special assessments financed from the fund shall be added to the revolving fund.  

 Improvements authorized to be funded by special assessment.  

The improvements which may be made under this chapter are: 

 The construction and maintenance of sewers and under-drains; 

 The construction and maintenance of water mains; 

 The improvement of public highways by grading, graveling, paving, curbing or draining 

the same or constructing driveway approaches or sidewalks thereon; 

 The maintenance and improvement of parks or the trimming and spraying of trees;  
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 The installation of elevated structures for foot travel over highways; 

 The collection of garbage and rubbish; 

 The demolition or repairs to a dwelling or structure deemed unsafe to the public; 

 Such other and additional improvements which by state law may be subject to special 

assessments for Townships. 

 Assessable bases. 

The Township Board shall set forth the basis of the special assessment on either front footage, 

total land area or benefit basis, as the Township Board may determine to be the most equitable to 

the greater number of property owners concerned. 

 Agreement of exempt corporation to pay special assessments. 

The governing body of any public or private corporation, the lands of which are exempt by law, 

may, by resolution, agree to pay a special assessment made pursuant to this chapter against the 

lands and in that case the assessment, including all installments thereof, shall be a valid claim 

against the corporation.  The assessment may also be a lien against the lands so covered and the 

lien may be enforced in accordance with the general laws of the State. 

 [Reserved for future use.] 

 Issuance of bonds in anticipation of collection on special assessments. 

The Township Board may borrow money and issue the bonds of the Township in anticipation of 

the collection of special assessments made pursuant to this chapter to defray the cost of any 

improvement made under this chapter after the special assessment roll shall have been confirmed 

pursuant to this chapter.  The bonds shall not exceed the amount of the special assessments in 

anticipation of collection of which they are issued and shall bear annual interest as provided by 

law.  Collections on special assessments, to the extent that they are pledged for payment of such 

bonds, shall be set aside in a special fund for the payment of the bonds.  The issuance of special 

assessment bonds shall be governed by the provisions of the general laws of the state.  Bonds 

may be issued in anticipation of the collection of special assessments levied pursuant to this 

chapter in respect to two or more public improvements, but no special assessment district shall 

be compelled to pay the obligation of any other special assessment district.  The Township Board 

may pledge the full faith and credit to the Township for the prompt payment of the principal of 

and interest on bonds authorized by this section as the bonds shall become due.  Bonds issued 

pursuant to this section shall be executed by the Supervisor and the Township Clerk and interest 

coupons to be attached thereto shall be executed by the Supervisor and the Township Clerk, 

causing their facsimile signatures to be affixed thereto. 

 Special assessments to constitute a lien on property. 

All special assessments contained in the special assessment roll prepared pursuant to this chapter, 

including any part thereof deferred as to payment, shall from the date of confirmation of the 
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special assessment roll, constitute a lien upon the respective parcels of land assessed.  The lien 

shall be of the same character and effect as a lien created for Township taxes and shall include 

accrued interest and penalties.  No judgment or decree or any act of the Township Board 

vacating a special assessment shall destroy or impair the lien of the Township upon the premises 

assessed for such amount of the assessment as may be equitably charged against the premises or 

as might be lawfully assessed thereon by a regular mode of proceeding.  All unpaid special 

assessments are hereby deemed due and payable upon the transfer of the underlying property 

whether by fee, land contract, option, or otherwise. 

 Collection. 

When any special assessment roll shall be confirmed pursuant to this chapter, the Township 

Board shall direct the special assessments made therein to be collected.  The Township Clerk 

shall thereupon deliver to the Township Treasurer the special assessment roll to which shall be 

attached a warrant commanding the Township Treasurer to collect the assessments in accordance 

with the directions of the Township Board.  The warrant shall require the Township Treasurer, 

on the first day of March following the date when any special assessment or any part thereof 

would have become due, to submit to the Township Board a sworn statement setting forth the 

names of the persons delinquent, if known, a description of the parcels of land upon which they 

are delinquent assessments and the amount of the delinquency, including accrued interest and 

penalties computed to the first day of March of the year.  Upon receiving the special assessment 

roll and warrant, the Township Treasurer shall proceed to collect the several amounts assessed 

therein as shall become due. 

 Prepayment of installments. 

Future installments of any special assessment against any parcel of land may be paid to the 

Township Treasurer at any time in full, with interest accrued to the due date of the next 

installment. 

 Delinquent installments; penalty. 

If any installment of a special assessment is not paid when due, then the installment shall be 

deemed to be delinquent and there shall be collected, in addition to the interest provided for in 

this chapter, a penalty at the rate of 1/2 of 1% for each month or fraction thereof, that the 

installment remains unpaid before being reported to the Township Board for reassessment on the 

Township tax roll. 

 Reassessment of delinquent assessments. 

In case the Township Treasurer shall, as provided in this article, report as delinquent any special 

assessment or part thereof, the Township Board shall certify the delinquency of the Tax Assessor 

who shall reassess on the annual Township tax roll of that year, in a column headed “special 

assessments” the sum so delinquent, with interest and penalty on the first day of March of that 

year and an additional penalty of 6% of the total amount.  Thereafter, the statutes relating to 

Township taxes shall be applicable to the reassessments. 
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 Special assessments insufficient or more than sufficient to pay for improvement. 

 Should the assessments in any special assessment roll confirmed pursuant to this chapter 

prove insufficient for any reason, including the noncollection thereof, to pay for 

improvement for which they were made or to pay for the principal and interest on bonds 

issued in anticipation of the collection thereof, then the Township Board shall make 

additional pro rata assessments to supply the deficiency, but the total amount assessed 

against any parcel of land shall not exceed the value of the benefits received from the 

improvement. 

 Should the total amount collected on special assessments prove larger than necessary by 

more than 5% of the original special assessment roll, then the surplus shall be prorated 

among the properties assessed in accordance with the amount assessed against each and 

applied toward the payment of the next Township tax levied against such properties 

respectively.  Any surplus of 5% or less may be placed in the Township general fund. 

 Alternate method of defraying cost of improvement. 

The Township Board, as an alternate method of defraying the cost of any improvement made 

under this chapter, after the special assessment roll shall have been confirmed may pay the cost 

of improvements from the Township improvement revolving fund, and, if paid in full shall cause 

a dissolution of that assessment. 

 This chapter to be cumulative with and subject to other laws. 

This chapter shall be in addition to any other powers granted to the Township by its charter and 

any statutes of the state.  This chapter shall also be subject to and used in compliance with any 

statutes of the state applicable to the Township.   

 Petitions and Township Board initiative. 

 Improvements authorized by this chapter may be initiated by petition of the owners of 

record of lands constituting 51% of the frontage in case of highway or water main 

improvements, and 51% of the land area for all other improvements.  The Township 

Board may initiate special assessment districts by resolution of the Township Board 

without petition of the owners of record, but if objection to the improvement is made at 

or before the first public hearing by the owners whose property constitutes 20% of the 

total land area in the special assessment district, or 20% of the total land frontage in the 

special assessment district, according to state law, then the Township Board shall not 

proceed with the improvement. 

 Record owners of the land shall be determined as of the records of the tax assessment 

rolls of the Township on the day of filing the petition or on the day the Township Board 

shall first initiate an improvement authorized by this chapter.  In determining the 

sufficiency of the petition, lands not subject to special assessment and lands within the 

public streets and alleys shall not be included in computing frontage for assessment 

district areas. 
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 Any filed petitions may be supplemented by the filing of additional signatures and, in 

such case, the validity thereof shall be determined by the records of the tax assessment 

roll of the Township on the date of filing the supplemental petition. 

 The provisions of Subsection A for objection shall not apply to improvements for which 

special assessments are authorized by Subsection G of § 7-3. 

 First resolution; plans and estimates. 

Upon the receipt of a petition for an improvement authorized by this chapter, or upon the 

initiative of the Township Board if it desires to proceed without a petition, there shall be a first 

resolution passed by the Township Board which shall cause plans and estimates to be prepared 

showing the improvement, the location, and, in the case of projects for water, sewers or 

highways, the plans and estimates shall be prepared by a registered engineer. 

 Second resolution; establishment of special assessment district; notice. 

As soon as the plans and estimates are prepared, or at the same time the first resolution is passed, 

if the Township Board desires to proceed further with the proposed improvement, it shall make a 

second resolution tentatively designating the special assessment district against which the cost of 

said improvement is to be assessed.  Such resolution shall further set forth the time and place 

when and where the Township Board will meet and hear objections to the improvement and to 

the special assessment district.  Notice of the public hearing shall be given each owner of or 

party in interest in property to be assessed, whose name appears upon the last Township tax 

assessment record, by mailing by first class mail addressed to such owner or party at the address 

shown on the tax records, at least 10 days before the date of such hearing.  The last Township tax 

assessment record means the last assessment roll for ad valorem tax purposes which has been 

reviewed by the Township Board of Review, as supplemented by any subsequent changes in the 

names or addresses of such owners or parties listed thereon.  Where any person claims an interest 

in real property whose name and correct address do not appear upon the last Township tax 

assessment record, the person shall be obligated to file immediately the person’s name and 

address with the Township tax assessing officer.  This requirement shall be deemed effective 

only for the purpose of establishing a record of the names and addresses of those persons entitled 

to notice of hearing in special assessment proceedings.  It shall be the duty of the Township 

assessing officer to immediately enter on the Township tax assessment records any changes in 

the names and addresses of owners or parties in interest filed with the Township tax assessing 

officer, and at all times to keep such tax assessment records current, complete and available for 

public inspection.  The notice to owners or persons interested in the property shall state that the 

plans and estimates will be on file at the Township Hall with the Township Clerk for 

examination; such contain a brief description of the proposed special assessment district; and 

shall include the estimate cost of such improvement on a front foot, area or benefit basis, as the 

Township Board in its discretion deems appropriate. 

 Hearing on objections; modification of second resolution. 

The Township Board shall hold a hearing, which hearing may be adjourned, and shall hear any 

objections to the petition, the Township Board initiative, the improvement and to the special 
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assessment district, and may revise, correct, amend or change the plans, estimated cost or special 

assessment district; however, no property shall be added to the special assessment district nor 

any increase in the estimate of cost in excess of 10% above the original estimated costs unless 

notice is given as originally given for the hearing, or by personal service on the owners of the 

property in the entire proposed special assessment district and a hearing afforded to such owners. 

 Third resolution; contents; preparation of special assessment rolls. 

After the hearing on objections provided for in § 7-19, if the Township Board then desires to 

proceed with the improvement, it shall proceed with the third resolution, indicating its 

determination to make the improvement, approve the plans, approve the estimates of costs, 

approve any revisions, corrections, amendments or changes and shall also determine the prior 

sufficiency of the petition or the original initiative of the improvement.  After such 

determination, the sufficiency of the petition or the initiative shall not thereafter be subject to 

attack except in an action brought in a court of competent jurisdiction within 30 days after the 

adoption of the third resolution determining such sufficiency.  The third resolution shall, in 

addition, provide for the final determination of the special assessment district and shall direct the 

Township tax assessing officer to make the special assessment roll in which shall be entered and 

described all the parcels of land to be assessed, with the names of the respective owners thereof, 

if known, and the total amount to be assessed against each parcel of land which shall be such an 

allocated portion of the whole sum to be levied against all parcels of land in the special 

assessment district as the benefit to the parcel of land bears to the total benefit of all parcels of 

land in the special assessment district.  When the Township tax assessing officer shall have 

completed this assessment roll, the officer shall affix thereto a personal certificate stating that it 

was made pursuant to the resolution of the Township Board adopted on a specified date and that 

in making the special assessment roll, the officer has, according to the officer’s best judgment, 

conformed in all respects to the directions contained in the third resolution, this chapter and the 

statutes of the state. 

 Advertisement for bids; bids exceeding estimates. 

The Township Board shall proceed to advertise and take bids as provided by law and any other 

ordinances of the Township; however, if bids exceed the special assessment estimates by 10%, 

then a further hearing and notice as required above shall be held before proceeding.  At the 

further hearing, objections may be had with the same procedures as set forth in this article. 

 Confirmation of special assessment roll; adoption of the fourth resolution. 

When the special assessment roll prepared pursuant to this article shall be reported by the 

Township tax assessing officer to the Township Board, the same shall be filed in the office of the 

Township Clerk.  Before confirming the assessment roll, the Township Board shall appoint a 

time and place where it will meet and review the same and hear objections thereto and shall 

cause notice of such hearing and filing of such assessment roll to be mailed to each affected 

owner or person in interest as set forth in § 7-18.  The Township Board shall revise the amount to 

be spread on the assessment roll in accordance with the actual contract bids and such additional 

costs as shall be computed in the total project.  Such resolution will be known as the fourth 

resolution in the special assessment procedure. 
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 Fifth resolution; establishment of assessment and installments; interest. 

After the hearing provided for in § 7-22 of this article for the confirmation of the special 

assessment roll and the special assessment roll has been spread on the actual costs, the final 

spread of the roll shall be reviewed by the Township Board, which shall then confirm the special 

assessment roll as reported to it by the Township tax assessing officer or as amended or corrected 

by it, or may refer it back to the Township tax assessing officer for further revision, or may annul 

it and direct a new roll to be made, which action shall be taken by the fifth resolution.  When the 

special assessment roll has been confirmed, the Township Clerk shall endorse thereon the date of 

confirmation.  After confirmation, the special assessment roll and all assessments thereon shall 

be final and conclusive unless attacked in a court of competent jurisdiction within 30 days after 

adoption of the resolution confirming the assessment roll.  The fifth resolution may provide that 

the assessments shall be payable in equal installments.  The first installment of a special 

assessment shall be due on or before such time after confirmation as the Township Board shall 

fix, and the several subsequent installments shall be due as provided in the resolution confirming 

the assessment roll but no later than in intervals of 12 months from the due date of the first 

installment or from such other date as the Township Board shall fix.  All unpaid installments 

prior to their transfer to the Township tax roll as provided in this article shall draw interest at the 

rate of 6% per annum, commencing 90 days after the special assessment roll shall be confirmed 

as set forth in this section, or such rate as is allowed by state statute if the Township issues bonds 

for the public improvement in question. 

 Apportionment upon the division of specially assessed property. 

Should any parcel of land be divided or sold after a special assessment has been confirmed 

pursuant to this article, the Township Board may require the Township tax assessing officer to 

apportion the uncollected amounts between the several divisions thereof; and a report of the 

apportionment, when confirmed by the Township Board, shall be conclusive upon all parties. 

 Reassessment upon invalidity of prior special assessment. 

Whenever any special assessment shall, in the opinion of the Township Board, be invalid by 

reason of irregularities or informalities in the proceedings, or if any court of competent 

jurisdiction shall adjudge a special assessment to be illegal, the Township Board shall, whether 

the improvement has been made or not or whether any part of the assessment has been paid or 

not, proceed from the last step at which the proceedings were legal and cause a new assessment 

to be made for the same purposes for which the former assessment was made.  All proceedings 

on the reassessment and for the collection thereof shall be conducted in the same manner as 

provided in this article for an original assessment, or as near thereto as possible; and whenever 

an assessment or any part thereof levied upon any premises has been so set aside, if the special 

assessment has been paid and not refunded, the payments so made shall be applied against the 

reassessment.  Any failure to give notice as required in this article shall not invalidate an entire 

special assessment roll but only the assessment on the property affected by the lack of notice; 

however, in no case shall any special assessment be declared invalid as to any property thereof 

which has actually received notice, has waived notice or has paid any part of the assessment. 
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Chapter 19 

 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 11-12-1990 by 

Ord. No. 24.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Scope, purpose and intent. 

This chapter is adopted pursuant to the authority granted the Township Board under Public Act 

33 of 1951.  The purpose of this chapter is to provide that the Township Board shall hereby 

establish the Blue Lake Township Fire Department; to establish jurisdiction and authority of the 

Township Board over personnel selection; to establish authority to adopt rules and regulations 

for the conduct of personnel and maintenance of equipment; to employ and appoint a chief, 

firefighters and officers; and to prescribe the power and duties of Fire Department volunteers and 

employees, all of whom shall serve at the Township Board.  Jurisdiction shall be the 

geographical boundaries of the Township and any area which has a written contract with the 

Township to provide fire protection. 

 Fire Department; establishment, funding, power and duties. 

 There is hereby established the Blue Lake Township Fire Department.  The Township 

Board, acting by resolution, shall appoint such persons who, based on experience, 

training, and qualifications would, in its discretion, best perform the duties associated 

with providing fire protection to the citizens of the Township.  The Township Board will 

consider recommendations from the Township Fire Department internal committee. 

 The Township Board shall approve an annual appropriation for the operation and 

maintenance of the Fire Department and its equipment, and for that purpose shall have 

the authority to use general funds, to initiate the creation of a special assessment district 

and levy assessments, sell bonds, establish user fees, or raise revenues in any other 

manner provided for under law for the operation and maintenance of the Fire 

Department; it shall provide for payment of any debts incurred incidental to its continued 

operation; it shall purchase necessary equipment; and it may construct a public buildings 

for uses incidental to the maintenance and operation of the Fire Department.  The 

Township Board shall approve rules and regulations for the operations of the Fire 

Department and the care of the equipment. 

 Chief; duties. 

 The Township Board shall appoint a Chief who shall be the Chief Administrative Officer 

of the Fire Department.  The Chief shall be accountable to the Township Board for the 

efficient and effective operation of the Fire Department, and for the Fire Department’s 

compliance with the state and federal laws, Township ordinances and policies.  The Chief 

shall serve at the pleasure of the Township Board. 
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 The Chief shall recommend, subject to Township Board approval, the appointment of a 

Deputy Chief, captain(s), lieutenant(s), engineers (operators) and firefighters as may be 

deemed necessary. 

 The Chief shall develop written administrative rules (Standard Operating Guidelines or 

SOGs) and policies to increase the efficiency and effectiveness of the Fire Department, 

including pre-planning and post-incident critiques, regulations, assignment and 

scheduling of personnel, and shall plan for the long-range needs of the Fire Department. 

 The Chief shall review all personnel and operating problems with and shall report 

monthly to the Township Board.  A written report shall be filed annually with the 

Township Board. 

 As needed, the Chief shall notify the Township Board through the Township Supervisor 

of major problems or issues that require Township Board action.  When such problems 

must be resolved immediately and it is impractical or will endanger the health, safety or 

welfare of the Township to wait until the next Township Board meeting to resolve the 

issue, the Township Supervisor shall be empowered to resolve the issue or problem, 

subject to the subsequent approval of the Township Board. 

 The Chief shall hold regular Fire Department informational and training meetings. 

 The Chief may incur expenditures against the Fire Department budget as appropriated by 

the Township Board.  The Chief will monitor the unencumbered balances remaining in 

the Fire Department budget and shall make timely recommendations for budget 

amendments at such time as the need for such amendments become known.  The Fire 

Department’s expenditures shall not exceed the amounts appropriated.  Purchases that 

exceed $3,000 shall conform to the Township’s policy regarding written quotes arid 

competitive bidding. 

 The Chief shall also be responsible for the following. 

(1) Supervise the extinguishment of all fires that endanger the health, safety and 

welfare of the Township. 

(2) Enforce ordinances and Fire Prevention Codes as adopted by the Township 

Board. 

(3) Ensure that all personnel are trained and qualified for the duties that they are 

expected to fulfill. 

(4) Ensure that fire inspection and community fire prevention programs are 

conducted. 

(5) Ensure that all Fire Department equipment and buildings are properly maintained 

and in good working order. 
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(6) Ensure that all Fire Department personnel comply with Fire Department and 

Township Board rules, regulations and policies. 

(7) Complete an annual evaluation of all firefighters, personally or through the 

Chief’s designee.  The Chief shall be reviewed by the Township Board. 

 Officers. 

 There shall be a chain of command established among the Fire Department officers in 

descending order of rank, from the Chief to the Deputy Chief, Captain(s), Lieutenant(s), 

Engineers (operators), to Firefighters.  Each rank shall obey the orders of their superior 

officers.  Temporary officers may be appointed by the senior officer present at any 

emergency to ensure the continuity of the chain of command.  Such temporary 

appointments shall terminate when the officer with the given responsibility becomes 

available. 

 The Chief shall establish a job description for each rank.  Each command officer shall be 

responsible that orders are carried out by subordinates. 

 Firefighters. 

 Successful Applicants for vacant firefighters positions shall be of good character and 

shall pass a background check, a driver’s record check, and physical, at Township 

expense.  The physician’s examination shall determine if the applicant has any 

preexisting physical conditions that would preclude the applicant from performing the 

duties associated with firefighting. 

 All firefighters shall serve an initial probationary period for a period of not less than six 

months.  At the discretion of the Chief, the probationary period may be extended.  At the 

conclusion of the minimum probationary period, the Chief may recommend that a 

probationary firefighter that has met all the qualifications contained in the job description 

be given regular employment status by the Township Board (but still subject to serving at 

the pleasure of the Township Board). 

 A probationary firefighter shall be entitled to compensation and shall be restricted to 

perform only those duties for which the probationary firefighter has been specifically 

trained.  A probationary firefighter shall not be issued Fire Department insignia or 

badges.  Use of emergency signal devices on the private vehicle of a probationary 

firefighters shall be at the Chiefs discretion. 

 Disciplinary procedure. 

 Violations of any Township ordinance, Township Board rules, SOG, or Fire Department 

policy, conviction of a criminal violation, or failure to perform to the satisfaction of the 

Township shall subject any personnel involved to disciplinary proceedings.  A violation 

shall be documented by the Chief upon the Chiefs review of the evidence, or when a 

violation occurs in the Chief’s presence. 
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 The Chief shall provide a copy of the written reprimand to an alleged violator.  The 

written reprimand shall state alleged offense, the nature of any disciplinary action taken, 

and the consequences of any further reoccurrences.  Disciplinary action may range from a 

reprimand to a suspension, demotion or dismissal, or a combination of any of the above 

depending on: 

(1) Seriousness of the offense; 

(2) Potential or actual consequences to the safety of others by the offense; 

(3) Potential or actual harm to the Fire Department or the Township; 

(4) Prior record of the individual; 

(5) The degree of disregard, if any, of the offense. 

 Any disciplinary action may he appealed to the Township Board, which shall affirm, 

deny, or modify the disciplinary action taken by the Chief.   The appeal must be made in 

writing and delivered to the Township Clerk no more than 30 calendar days after the 

disciplinary action.  Such an appeal must contain the following information: 

(1) The name and rank of the individual appealing; 

(2) The date of the disciplinary action; 

(3) The nature of the disciplinary action taken; 

(4) A description of the events leading to the disciplinary action; 

(5) The reasons the individual appealing believes the disciplinary action should be 

modified or denied; and  

(6) Any other documentation relevant to the appeal.  

The Township Board shall consider the appeal at a public meeting held no later than 45 

calendar days after the appeal is delivered to the Township Clerk.  The individual 

appealing may request a closed session to consider the appeal, pursuant to MCL 

15.268(A), as amended, but any action affirming, denying or modifying the disciplinary 

action shall be made at an open meeting.  Only the Township Board, the individual 

appeal, the Chief, and any other individual the Township Supervisor believes may have 

relevant information or an appropriate function to perform may attend the closed session.  

The Township Board may, on its own initiative, bring charges against any Fire 

Department personnel.  Disciplinary action initiated by the Township Board shall follow 

the above procedures, except that the responsibilities designated above to the Chief shall 

be performed by the Township Board.  
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 Nothing in this section shall be interpreted to change the employment status of any 

firefighter as serving at the pleasure of the Township Board and not subject to discipline 

or discharge only for good or just cause.   

 Firefighters shall not respond to emergencies, meetings or training sessions while under 

the influence of alcohol or any controlled substances. 

 Compensation. 

Compensation to firefighters shall be in such amounts as may be determined from time to time 

by the Township Board.  The Fire Department shall keep accurate records that indicate the 

amount of compensable time served by all personnel.  The time records shall be submitted 

monthly to the Township Clerk for payment. 

 Public contact. 

 The Fire Chief, or the Chief’s designee, may release facts regarding fires or other 

emergencies within the jurisdiction of the Township to the news media.  All other 

personnel shall refer all media inquiries to the Chief or the Chief’s designee. 

 Members of the public will be allowed in the fire station only when accompanied by a 

member of the Fire Department. 

 The public will always be treated courteously and professionally by all Fire Department 

personnel. 

 Emergency responses. 

When responding to emergencies, all personnel will drive emergency vehicles with appropriate 

concern for the safety of the public and defensive driving.  Use of emergency signals on vehicles 

shall be considered as request- for the right-of-way from other drivers. 

 Department equipment. 

 Protective gear shall be worn when responding to an emergency situation, and other times 

as warranted. 

 Lost or damaged Fire Department equipment shall be reported as soon as possible to a 

superior officer in the Fire Department.  Township property shall be disposed only with 

the prior approval of the Township Board.  All Fire Department issued equipment shall 

be returned to the Chief by personnel leaving the Fire Department. 

 Use of fire station. 

 Privately owned vehicles or other equipment may be kept at the fire station with approval 

of the Township Board. 

 Private vehicles must be parked in designated areas only. 



19:6 

 Alcohol and controlled substances shall not be brought into or possessed in the fire 

station. 

 Soliciting donations. 

 All fund-raising activities for the Fire Department shall have the prior approval of the 

Township Board, and all revenues solicited in the name of the Fire Department shall be 

deposited with the Township Treasurer.  Such funds will be disbursed by the Township 

Board. 

 Any fund-raising activities on behalf of the Fire Department, yet not solicited in the name 

of the Township or the Fire Department, shall be conducted by a tax-exempt organization 

that has been designated as a charity by the Internal Revenue Service according to section 

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

 The personnel of the Fire Department are authorized to incorporate a tax exempt 

charitable organization.  The purpose shall be to provide for the social development of 

personnel and the betterment of fire protection in the Township.  The organization shall 

be incorporated under the laws of the State of Michigan, with by-laws approved by the 

Township Board.  The organization may elect its own officers.  The financial record of 

the organization shall be audited annually by the Township Board. 
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Chapter 20 

 

INTERNATIONAL FIRE CODE 

 Adoption of the 2015 edition. 

A certain document, three copies of which are on file in the office of the Township Clerk, 

marked and designated as the International Fire Code, 2015 edition, including Appendix 

Chapters B, C, D, E, F, G, H and I (see International Fire Code Section 101.2.1, 2015 edition), 

as published by the International Code Council, is adopted as the Fire Code of the Township, 

regulating and governing the safeguarding of life and property from fire and explosion hazards 

arising from the storage, handling, and use of hazardous substances, materials, and devices, and 

from conditions hazardous to life or property in the occupancy of buildings and premises as 

herein provided; providing for the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefore; and each 

and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions, and terms of the Fire Code on file in 

the office of the Township Clerk are referred to, adopted, and made a part hereof, as if fully set 

out in this Chapter, with the additions, insertions, deletions, and changes, if any, prescribed in 

this Chapter. 

 Revisions of the fire code. 

The following sections of the Fire Code are revised as indicated. 

 Section 101.1:  Title.  Blue Lake Township shall be inserted. 

 Section 105.1.1:  Permits required.  Permits required by this code shall be obtained 

from the fire code official, or other township official designated by the fire code official.  

Permit fees, if any, shall be paid prior to issuance of the permit.  Issued permits shall be 

kept on the premises designated therein at all times and shall be readily available for 

inspection by the fire code official. 

 Section 108.1:  Board of appeals established.  In order to hear and decide appeals of 

orders, decisions, or determinations made by the fire code official relative to the 

application and interpretation of this code, there shall be and is hereby created a board of 

appeals.  The board of appeals shall be the construction board of appeals appointed by the 

township pursuant to the Michigan building code.  The fire code official shall be an ex 

officio member of said board but shall have no vote on any matter before the board. 

 Section 108.2:  Limitations on authority.  An application for appeal shall be based on a 

claim that the intent of this code or the rules legally adopted hereunder have been 

incorrectly interpreted, the provisions of this code do not fully apply, or an equivalent 

method of protection or safety is proposed. 

 Section 109.4:  Violation penalties.  Persons who violate a provision of this code or who 

fail to comply with any of its requirements or who erect, install, alter, repair, or do work 

in violation of the approved construction documents or directive of the fire code official, 

or of a permit or certificate used under provisions of this code, shall be responsible for a 
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civil infraction, subject to a fine of $75.00, plus costs and other sanctions for each 

infraction.  Each day during which any violation continues shall be deemed a separate 

and distinct offense.  Increased civil fines may be imposed for repeated violations; a 

repeat violation means a second or third or subsequent municipal civil infraction 

committed by a person within any two year period and for which a person admits 

responsibility or is determined to be responsible.  The increased fine for a second repeat 

violation shall be $150.00 and the increased fine for a third repeat violation shall be 

$500.00, plus costs and other sanctions. 

 Section 111.4:  Failure to comply.  $75.00 and $500.00 shall be inserted. 

 Section 315.4:  Outside storage.  Outside storage of combustible materials shall not be 

located within 10 feet (3048 mm) of a property line or within 20 feet (6096 mm) of any 

structure. 

 The geographic limits referred to in certain sections of the 2015 International Fire Code 

are established as follows. 

Section 5704.2.9.6.1 (geographic limits in which the storage of Class I and Class II 

liquids in above-ground tanks outside of buildings is prohibited): within any residential 

zoning district in the township, or any non-agricultural zoned lot upon which a dwelling 

is located. 

 

Section 5706.2.4.4 (geographic limits in which the storage of Class I and Class II liquids 

in above-ground tanks is prohibited): within any residential zoning district in the 

township, or any non-agricultural zoned lot upon which a dwelling is located. 

 

Section 5806.2 (geographic limits in which the storage of flammable cryogenic fluids in 

stationary containers is prohibited): within any residential zoning district in the township, 

or any non-agricultural zoned lot upon which a dwelling is located. 

 

Section 6104.2 (geographic limits in which the storage of liquefied petroleum gas is 

restricted for the protection of heavily populated or congested areas): within any 

residential zoning district in the township, or any non-agricultural zoned lot upon which a 

dwelling is located. 

 

 Nothing in this fire code hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or 

proceeding pending in any court.  Neither shall any just or legal right or remedy of any 

character be lost, impaired, or affected by this fire code. 
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Chapter 26 

 

FISCAL YEAR 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 2-28-1979 by 

Ord. No. 14. Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Fiscal year established. 

Commencing in 1979, the fiscal year of the Township shall extend from April 1 of each year 

until March 31 of the following year.  Any preexisting Township budget lawfully adopted by the 

Township Board shall be proportionately extended to coincide with the foregoing new fiscal year 

periods. 
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Chapter 38 

 

MUNICIPAL CIVIL INFRACTIONS 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 3-13-2000 by 

Ord. No. 49.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Definitions. 

As used in this chapter: 

ACT — Act No. 236 of the Public Acts of 1961, as amended. 

AUTHORIZED TOWNSHIP OFFICIAL — A police officer or other personnel of the Township 

authorized by this Code or any ordinance to issue Municipal Civil Infraction Citations or 

Municipal Civil Infraction Violation Notices. 

BUREAU — The Township of Blue Lake Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau as established 

by this chapter. 

MUNICIPAL CIVIL INFRACTION ACTION — A civil action in which the defendant is 

alleged to be responsible for a Municipal Civil Infraction. 

MUNICIPAL CIVIL INFRACTION CITATION — A written complaint prepared by an 

Authorized Township Official, directing a person to appear in court regarding the occurrence or 

existence of a Municipal Civil Infraction Violation by the person cited. 

MUNICIPAL CIVIL INFRACTION VIOLATION NOTICE — A written notice prepared by an 

Authorized Township Official, directing a person to appear at the Township of Blue Lake 

Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau and to pay the fine., and costs, if any, prescribed for the 

violation by the schedule of civil fines as authorized under Sections 8396 and 8707(6) of the Act. 

 Municipal civil infraction action; commencement. 

A municipal civil infraction action may be commenced upon the issuance by an authorized 

Township official of: 

 A municipal civil infraction citation directing the alleged violator to appear in court; or 

 A municipal civil infraction violation notice directing the alleged violator to appear at the 

Bureau. 

 Municipal civil infraction citations; issuance and service. 

Municipal civil infraction citations shall be issued and served by authorized Township officials 

as follows: 
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 The time for appearance specified in a citation shall be within a reasonable time after the 

citation is issued. 

 The place for appearance specified in a citation shall be the District Court. 

 Each citation shall be numbered consecutively and shall be in the form approved by the 

State Court Administrator.  The original citation shall be filed with the District Court.  

Copies of the citation shall be retained by the Township and issued to the alleged violator 

as provided by Section 8705 of the Act. 

 A citation for a municipal civil infraction citation signed by an authorized Township 

official shall be treated as made under oath if the violation alleged in the citation occurred 

in the presence of the official signing the complaint and if the citation contains the 

following statement immediately above the date and signature of the official:  “I declare 

under the penalties of perjury that the statements above are true to the best of my 

information, knowledge and belief.” 

 An authorized Township official who witnesses a person commit a municipal civil 

infraction shall prepare and subscribe, as soon as possible and as completely as possible, 

an original and required copies of a citation. 

 An authorized Township official may issue a citation to a person if: 

(1) Based upon investigation, the official has reasonable cause to believe that the 

person is responsible for a municipal civil infraction; or 

(2) Based upon investigation of a complaint by someone who allegedly witnessed the 

person commit a municipal civil infraction, the official has reasonable cause to 

believe that the person is responsible for an infraction. 

 Municipal civil infraction citations shall be served by an authorized Township official as 

follows: 

(1) Except as provided by § 38-3G(2), an authorized Township official shall 

personally serve a copy of the citation upon the alleged violator. 

(2) If the municipal civil infraction action involves the use or occupancy of land, a 

building or other structure, a copy of the citation does not need to be personally 

served upon the alleged violator, but may be served upon an owner or occupant of 

the land, building or structure by posting the copy of the citation upon the land or 

attaching the copy to the building or structure.  In addition, a copy of the citation 

shall be sent by first-class mail to the owner of the land, building, or structure at 

the owner’s last known address. 

 Municipal civil infraction citations; contents. 

 A municipal civil infraction citation shall contain the name and address of the alleged 

violator, the municipal civil infraction alleged, the place where the alleged violator shall 
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appear in court, the telephone number of the court, and the time at or by which the 

appearance shall be made. 

 Further, the citation shall inform the alleged violator that the violator may do one of the 

following: 

(1) Admit responsibility for the municipal civil infraction by mail, in person, or by 

representation, at or by the time specified for appearance. 

(2) Admit responsibility for the municipal civil infraction “with explanation” by mail 

by the time specified for appearance, or in person, or by representation. 

(3) Deny responsibility for the municipal civil infraction by doing either of the 

following: 

(a) Appearing in person for an informal hearing before a judge or District 

Court magistrate, without the opportunity of being represented by an 

attorney, unless a formal hearing before a judge is required by the 

Township. 

(b) Appearing in court for a formal hearing before a judge, with the 

opportunity of being represented by an attorney. 

 The citation shall also inform the alleged violator of all of the following: 

(1) That if the alleged violator desires to admit responsibility “with explanation” in 

person or by representation, the alleged violator must apply to the court in person, 

by mail, by telephone, or by representation within the time specified for 

appearance and obtain a scheduled date and time for an appearance. 

(2) That if the alleged violator desires to deny responsibility, the alleged violator 

must apply to the court in person, by mail, by telephone, or by representation 

within the time specified for appearance and obtain a scheduled date and time to 

appear for a hearing, unless a hearing date is specified on the citation. 

(3) That a hearing shall be an informal hearing unless a formal hearing is requested 

by the alleged violator or the Township. 

(4) That at an informal hearing the alleged violator must appear in person before a 

judge or District Court magistrate, without the opportunity of being represented 

by an attorney. 

(5) That at a formal hearing the alleged violator must appear in person before a judge 

with the opportunity of being represented by an attorney. 

 The citation shall contain a notice in boldfaced type that the failure of the alleged violator 

to appear within the time specified in the citation or at the time scheduled for a hearing or 
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appearance is a misdemeanor and will result in entry of a default judgment against the 

alleged violator on the municipal civil infraction. 

 Municipal Ordinance Violations Bureau. 

 Bureau established.  The Township hereby establishes the Bureau as authorized under 

Section 8396 of the Act to accept admissions of responsibility for municipal civil 

infractions in response to municipal civil infraction violation notices issued and served by 

authorized Township officials, and to collect and retain civil fines and costs as prescribed 

by this Code or any ordinance. 

 Location; supervision; employees; rules and regulations.  The Bureau shall be located at 

the Township Hall, and shall be under the supervision and control of the Township 

Treasurer.  The Township Treasurer, subject to the approval of the Township Board, shall 

adopt rules and regulations for the operation of the Bureau and appoint any necessary 

qualified Township employees to administer the Bureau. 

 Disposition of violations.  The Bureau may dispose only of municipal civil infraction 

violations for which a fine has been scheduled and for which the municipal civil 

infraction violation notice (as compared with a citation) has been issued.  The fact that a 

fine has been scheduled for a particular violation shall not entitle any person to dispose of 

the violation at the Bureau.  Nothing in this chapter shall prevent or restrict the Township 

from issuing a municipal civil infraction citation for any violation or from prosecuting 

any violation in a court of competent jurisdiction. 

 Bureau limited to accepting admissions of responsibility.  The scope of the Bureau’s 

authority shall be limited to accepting admissions of responsibility for municipal civil 

infractions and collecting and retaining civil fines and costs as a result of those 

admissions.  The Bureau shall not accept payment of a fine from any person who denies 

having committed the offense or who admits responsibility only with explanation, and in 

no event shall the Bureau determine, or attempt to determine, the truth or falsity of any 

fact or matter relating to an alleged violation.  No person shall be required to dispose of a 

municipal civil infraction violation at the Bureau and may have the violation processed 

before a court of appropriate jurisdiction.  The unwillingness of any person to dispose of 

any violation at the Bureau shall not prejudice the person or in any way diminish the 

person’s rights, privileges and protection accorded to law. 

 Municipal civil infraction violation notices.  Municipal civil infraction violation notices 

shall be issued and served by authorized Township officials under the same 

circumstances and upon the same persons as provided for citations as provided in § 38-3F 

and G of this chapter.  In addition to any other information required by this Code or other 

ordinance, the notice of violation shall indicate the time by which the alleged violator 

must appear at the Bureau, the methods by which an appearance may be made, the 

address and telephone number of the Bureau, the hours during which the Bureau is open, 

the amount of the fine scheduled for the alleged violation, and the consequences for 

failure to appear and pay the required fine within the required time. 
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 Appearance; payment of fines and costs.  An alleged violator receiving a municipal civil 

infraction violation notice shall appear at the Bureau and pay the specified fine and costs 

at or by the time specified for appearance in the municipal civil infraction violation 

notice.  An appearance may be made by mail, in person, or by representation. 

 Procedure where admission of responsibility not made or fine not paid.  If an authorized 

Township official issues and serves a municipal civil infraction violation notice and if an 

admission of responsibility is not made and the civil fine and costs, if any, prescribed by 

the schedule of fines for the violation are not paid at the Bureau, a municipal civil 

infraction citation may be filed with the District Court and a copy of the citation may be 

served by first-class mail upon the alleged violator at the alleged violator’s last known 

address.  The citation filed with the court does not need to comply in all particulars with 

the requirements for citations as provided by Section 8705 and 8709 of the Act, but shall 

consist of a sworn complaint containing the allegations stated in the municipal civil 

infraction violation notice and shall fairly inform the alleged violator how to respond to 

the citation. 

 Schedule of Civil Fines established. 

A schedule of civil fines payable hereunder for admissions of responsibility by persons served 

with municipal civil infraction violation notices shall be established by duly adopted resolution 

of the Township Board. 
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Chapter 44 

 

ORDINANCE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 8-14-2000 by 

Ord. No. 50.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Office created. 

The office of Blue Lake Township Ordinance Enforcement is hereby established.  

 Appointment; removal. 

The Township Board is hereby authorized to appoint by motion/resolution any person or persons 

to the office of Ordinance Enforcement Officer for such term or terms as may be designated in 

said motion/resolution and for such compensation as the Township Board may determine.  The 

Township Board may further remove any person from said office, in the discretion of the 

Township Board. 

 Authority. 

An Ordinance Enforcement Officer is hereby authorized to enforce this Code and any ordinance 

of the Township, whether heretofore or hereafter enacted, and whether such Code provisions or 

ordinances specifically designate a different enforcing officer or do not designate any particular 

enforcing officer.  Where a particular officer is so designated in this Code or any ordinance, that 

officer’s authority shall continue in full force and effect and shall not be diminished or impaired 

by terms of chapter, and the authority of an Ordinance Enforcement Officers shall be in addition 

and supplementary to the authority granted to such other specific officer.  An Ordinance 

Enforcement Officer, in the performance of the officer’s duties, shall be subordinate and 

responsible to the Township Supervisor or other such Township Board member as the Township 

Board may from time to time designate. 

 Duties. 

An Ordinance Enforcement Officer’s duties shall include the following:  investigation of Code or 

ordinance violations; issuing and serving Code or ordinance violation notices; issuing and 

serving appearance tickets as authorized under Public Act 147 of 1968, as amended (MCLA § 

764.9c); issuing and serving municipal civil violation notices and municipal civil infraction 

citations as authorized under Public Act 12 of 1994, as it may from time to time be amended 

(MCLA § 600.8701 et seq.); appearance in court or other judicial or quasi-judicial proceedings to 

assist in the prosecution of Code or ordinance violators; and such other Code or ordinance 

enforcing duties as may be delegated by the Township Board, Township Supervisor or assigned 

by the Township Attorney. 
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 Supplementary effect. 

All ordinances of the Township heretofore or hereafter adopted shall be considered to be 

supplemented by the terms of this chapter. 
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Chapter 70 

 

ZONING AND PLANNING COMMISSION 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 8-12-1974.  

Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Scope, purpose, and intent.  

This chapter is adopted pursuant to the authority granted the Township Board under the 

Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., and the 

Michigan Zoning Enabling Act.  Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 125.3101, et seq., to establish a 

Township Planning Commission with the powers, duties, and limitations provided by those acts 

and subject to the terms and conditions of this chapter and any future amendments to this 

chapter.  

The purpose of this chapter is to provide that the Township Board shall confirm the 

establishment under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 

125.3801, et seq., of the Planning  Commission formerly established under the Township 

Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq. to establish the appointments, 

terms, and memberships of the Planning Commission: to  identify the officers and the minimum 

number of meetings per year of the Planning Commission; and to  prescribe the authority, 

powers and duties of the Planning Commission.  

 Establishment.  

The Township Board confirms the establishment under the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, 

Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq., of the Planning Commission formerly established 

under the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq.  The Planning 

Commission shall have five members.  Members of the Planning Commission as of the effective 

date of this chapter shall, except for an ex officio member whose remaining term on the Planning 

Commission shall be limited to that member’s term on the Township Board, continue to serve for 

the remainder of their existing terms so long as they continue to meet all of the eligibility 

requirements for Planning Commission membership set forth within the Michigan Planning 

Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et seq.  

 Appointments and terms.  

The Township Supervisor, with the approval of the Township Board by a majority vote of the 

members elected and serving, shall appoint all Planning Commission members, including the ex 

officio member.  

The Planning Commission members, other than an ex officio member, shall serve for terms of 

three years each.  
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A Planning Commission member shall hold office until the member’s successor is appointed.  

Vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.  

Planning Commission members shall be qualified electors of the Township, except that one 

Planning Commission member may be an individual who is not a qualified elector of the 

Township.  However, no individual who is not a qualified elector of the Township may serve on 

the Planning Commission unless the Township Board specifically finds that because of the 

unique skills or talents of the individual, or because of the Planning Commission’s particular 

needs at that time, the person who is not a qualified elector of the Township may nonetheless 

serve on the Planning Commission.  

The membership of the Planning Commission shall be representative of important segments of 

the community.  such as the economic, governmental, educational, and social development of the 

Township, in accordance with the major interests as they exist in the Township, such as 

agriculture, natural resources, recreation, education, public health, government, transportation, 

industry, and commerce.  The membership shall also be representative of the entire geography of 

the Township to the extent practicable.  

One member of the Township Board shall be appointed to the Planning Commission as an ex 

officio member.  

An ex officio member has full voting rights.  An ex officio member’s term on the Planning 

Commission shall expire with that member’s term on the Township Board.  

No other elected officer or employee of the Township is eligible to be a member of the Planning 

Commission.  

 Removal.  

The Township Board may remove a member of the Planning Commission for misfeasance, 

malfeasance, or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a public hearing.  

 Conflict of interest.  

Before casting a vote on a matter on which a Planning Commission member may reasonably be 

considered to have a conflict of interest, the member shall disclose the potential conflict of 

interest to the Planning Commission.  Failure of a member to disclose a potential conflict of 

interest as required by this chapter constitutes malfeasance in office.  

For the purposes of this section, the Planning Commission shall define conflict of interest in its 

bylaws.  

 Compensation.  

The Planning Commission members may be compensated for their services as provided by 

Township Board resolution.  The Planning Commission may adopt bylaws relative to 

compensation and expenses of its members for travel when engaged in the performance of 
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activities authorized by the Township Board, including, but not limited to, attendance at 

conferences, workshops, educational and training programs, and meetings.  

 Officers and committees.  

The Planning Commission shall elect a chairperson and a secretary from its members, and may 

create and fill other offices as it considers advisable.  An ex officio member of the Planning 

Commission is not eligible to serve as chairperson.  The term of each office shall be one year, 

with opportunity for reelection as specified in the Planning Commission bylaws.  

The Planning Commission may also appoint advisory committees whose members are not 

members of the Planning Commission.  

 Bylaws, meetings, and records.  

The Planning Commission shall adopt bylaws for the transaction of business.  

The Planning Commission shall hold at least four regular meetings each year, and shall by 

resolution determine the time and place of the meetings.  

Unless otherwise provided in the Planning Commission’s bylaws, a special meeting of the 

Planning Commission may be called by the chairperson or by two other members, upon written 

request to the secretary.  Unless the bylaws otherwise provide, the secretary shall send written 

notice of a special meeting to Planning Commission members at least 48 hours before the 

meeting.  

The business that the Planning Commission may perform shall be conducted at a public meeting 

held in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Public Act 267 of 1976, MCL 15.261, et seq.  

The Planning Commission shall keep a public record of its resolutions, transactions, findings, 

and determinations.  A writing prepared, owned, used, in the possession of, or retained by the 

Planning Commission in the performance of an official function shall be made available to the 

public in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act, Public Act 442 of 1976, MCL 

15.231, et seq.  

 Annual report.  

The Planning Commission shall make an annual written report to the Township Board 

concerning its operations and the status of the planning activities, including recommendations 

regarding actions by the Township Board related to planning and development.  

 Authority to make a master plan.  

Under the authority of the Michigan Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 

125.3801, et seq., and other applicable planning statutes, the Planning Commission shall make a 

master plan as a guide for development within the Township’s planning jurisdiction.  
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Final authority to approve a master plan or any amendments thereto shall rest with the Planning 

Commission unless the Township Board passes a resolution asserting the right to approve or 

reject the master plan.  

Unless rescinded by the Township, any plan adopted or amended under the Township Planning 

Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq., need not be readopted under the Michigan 

Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, MCL 125.3801, et sea.  

 Zoning powers.  

The Township Board confirms the transfer of all powers, duties, and responsibilities provided for 

zoning boards or zoning commissions by the former Township Zoning Act, Public Act 184 of 

1943, MCL 125.271, et seq., the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006, MCL 

125.3101, et sea.: or other applicable zoning statutes to the Planning Commission formerly 

established under the Township Planning Act, Public Act 168 of 1959, MCL 125.321, et seq.  

Any existing zoning ordinance shall remain in full force and effect except as otherwise amended 

or repealed by the Township Board. 

 Capital improvements program.  

To further the desirable future development of the Township under the master plan, the 

Township Board, after the master plan is adopted, shall prepare or cause to be prepared by the 

Township Supervisor or by a designated nonelected administrative official, a capital 

improvements program of public structures and improvements, showing those structures and 

improvements in general order of their priority, for the following six-year period.  The prepared 

capital improvements program, if prepared by someone other than the Township Board, shall be 

subject to final approval by the Township Board.  The Planning Commission is exempted from 

preparing a capital improvements plan.  

 Subdivision and land division recommendations.  

The Planning Commission may recommend to the Township Board provisions of an ordinance 

or rules governing the subdivision of land.  Before recommending such an ordinance or rule, the 

Planning Commission shall hold a public hearing on the proposed ordinance or rule.  The 

Planning Commission shall give notice of the time and place of the public hearing not less than 

15 days before the hearing by publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the 

Township.  

The Planning Commission shall review and make recommendations on a proposed plat before 

action is taken by the Township Board under the Land Division Act, Public Act 288 of 1967, 

MCL 560.101, et seq.  Before making its recommendation, the Planning Commission shall hold 

a public hearing on the proposed plat.  A plat submitted to the Planning Commission shall 

contain the name and address of the proprietor or other person to whom notice of a hearing shall 

be sent.  Not less than 15 days before the date of the hearing, notice of the date, time, and place 

of the hearing shall be sent to that person at that address by mail and shall be published in a 

newspaper of general circulation in the Township. Similar notice shall be mailed to the owners of 

land immediately adjoining the proposed platted land.  
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Chapter 90 

 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake as indicated in 

article histories.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 

Liquor Licenses 

[Adopted 12-11-2001 by Ord. No. 51] 

 Reserved. 

 Purposes. 

This article is established to cause the greatest benefit to the Township in its use of powers with 

regard to the issuance, transfer, renewal or revocation of liquor licenses within its jurisdiction. 

This article is established in order to provide an orderly and nondiscriminatory procedure for the 

review and approval, by the Township, of any and all requests for liquor licenses or any matter 

relating thereto, for the sale or dispensation of alcoholic beverages within the Township, and 

each person who desires such a license, or the approval or renewal of the same, shall comply 

with this article. 

 Definitions. 

As used in this article, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES — Any spirituous, vinous, malt or fermented liquor or compound, 

whether or not medicated, proprietary or patented, and by whatever name called, which contains 

1/2 of 1% or more of alcohol by volume and which is fit for use for beverage purposes. 

PERSON — Includes any individual or legal entity of any kind, either nonprofit or for-profit, 

that desires to have or is already in possession of any license issued by the State for the sale and 

dispensation of alcoholic beverages in the Township pursuant to a liquor license of any kind. 

 Applications for new licenses. 

 Submission to state before Township.  An applicant for a liquor license under this article 

shall first submit an application for a liquor license to the State Liquor Control 

Commission before submitting an application for liquor license approval to the 

Township.  No application for a liquor license will be considered by the Township until 

the Township has been notified by the State Liquor Control Commission that it has 

received such an application. 

 Submission to Township.  The applicant for a liquor license under this article shall 

submit a current and fully completed application to: Township Clerk, Township of Blue 

Lake, 1491 Owasippe Road, Twin Lake, MI 49457. 
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 Required information.  The Township application shall be signed by the applicant, if an 

individual, or by a duly authorized agent thereof, if a partnership or corporation, and shall 

include at least the following information: 

(1) The name, age and address of the applicant, in the case of an individual, or, in the 

case of a partnership, the persons entitled to share in the profits thereof, or, in the 

case of a corporation, the names and addresses of the officers and directors 

thereof, and, if an aggregate of more than 10% of the stock of such corporation is 

owned by any one person or the person’s nominee, the name and address of such 

person; 

(2) The type of license desired; 

(3) The nature of the business of the applicant and in the case of a partnership or 

corporation, the object for which it was formed; 

(4) A written statement as to the applicant’s character, experience and financial 

ability to meet the obligations and business undertakings for which the license is 

to be issued, including the period of time such applicant has been in the business 

of that nature or, in the case of a corporation, the date when its certificate of 

incorporation was issued; 

(5) The location and description of the premises which is to be operated under such 

license; 

(6) If the business of the applicant is to be operated or conducted by a local manager 

or agent, the name and address of such manager or agent; 

(7) A statement as to whether or not the applicant has, prior to the application, 

applied for a license to sell beer and wine or spirits and, if so, the date, place and 

disposition of such application; 

(8) A statement that the applicant has never been convicted of a felony and is not 

disqualified from receiving approval for a license by reason of any matter or thing 

contained in this article or the laws of the State; 

(9) A statement that the applicant will not violate any of the provisions of this Code, 

or any other ordinances of the Township or laws of the State or of the United 

States in the conduct of the applicant’s her business. 

(10) A statement that the applicant, should any of the information provided in the 

application or any attachment thereto change during the term of the license or any 

renewal thereof, will notify the Township Clerk, in writing, within 30 days of 

such change; 

(11) A site plan showing the entire structure, premises and grounds, specific areas 

where the license is to be utilized, the relationship of the proposed structure to the 

surrounding property and land use, adequate off-street parking, lighting and refuse 
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disposal facilities and, where appropriate, adequate plans for screening and noise 

control; 

(12) Any other information pertinent to the application and to the operation of the 

proposed facility as may be required by the Township Board by prior notice to the 

applicant. 

 Fee.  The application shall be accompanied by a nonrefundable fee, in an amount 

determined by the Township Board, to cover the cost of investigation, review and 

inspection by the Township of the application. 

 Administrative recommendations.  Following receipt of the fully completed application, 

the fee and such other information as may be requested by the Township, the Township 

Clerk shall forward the application to the applicable law enforcement department, the 

Fire Department, the Township Building Official, the County Health Department, and 

such other department as required by the Township Supervisor, which departments shall 

make their recommendations prior to consideration of the application by the Township 

Board.  In making its review, the Township may request from the applicant other 

pertinent information. 

 Placement on the Township Board agenda.  Upon receipt by the Township Clerk’s office 

of the recommendation of the applicable law enforcement department, the Fire 

Department, the Township Building Official, the County Health Department, and other 

departments as required, the Township Clerk shall cause the application to be placed 

upon the agenda of the Township Board.  All applications are subject to the final 

approval of the Township Board. 

 Township Board action.  At the initial meeting before the Township Board to consider 

the application, the Township Board shall take one of the following steps: 

(1) Recommend to the State Liquor Control Commission approval of the application 

above all others for the issuance of a liquor license; 

(2) Reject the application stating the reasons for such rejection; 

(3) Ask the applicant to proceed with the submitted plans so that a more detailed and 

complete proposal may be heard by the Township Board at a later date, provided, 

however, that this action by the Township Board shall not be interpreted to mean 

approval of the application or the general details of the proposal; or 

(4) Postpone action on the application for a period not to exceed 60 days.  The 60 day 

limitation for postponement of action may be waived by the applicant if the 

postponement is for the purpose of supplying the Township Board with additional 

information requested of the applicant by the Township Board, when the applicant 

is unable to supply the requested information within the stated time period. 

 Decision criteria.  The Township Board, in making its decision, shall consider the 

following criteria on the application: 
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(1) The applicant’s management experience in the alcohol/liquor business; 

(2) The applicant’s general business management experience and reputation; 

(3) The applicant’s financial status and ability to build and/or operate the proposed 

facility on which the proposed liquor license is to be located; 

(4) Past criminal convictions of the applicant for crimes involving moral turpitude, 

violence or alcoholic beverages; 

(5) The effect that the issuance of a license would have upon the economic 

development of the surrounding area; 

(6) The effect that the issuance of a license would have on the health, welfare and 

safety of the general public; 

(7) The recommendation of the local law enforcement agency, the Township 

Building Official, the County Health Department and/or the Fire Department with 

respect to the proposed facility; 

(8) The uniqueness of the proposed facility when contrasted against other existing or 

proposed facilities; 

(9) The number of liquor licenses issued by the Township within the past 12 months; 

(10) Whether the facility to which the proposed liquor license is to be issued complied, 

or will comply, with the building, plumbing, electrical, fire prevention and zoning 

requirements of the Township and any other building, plumbing, electrical, fire 

prevention and zoning statutes or ordinances applicable to the Township; 

(11) The effect that the business facility to which the proposed license is to be issued 

will have upon vehicular and pedestrian traffic in the area; 

(12) Such other considerations as the Township Board may deem proper. 

 Applicant qualification and grounds for denial/nonrenewal.  Notwithstanding any other 

section of this article to the contrary, no license shall be approved or renewed for; 

(1) A person, for any location which the Township Board determines, by a majority 

vote, is unsuitable for on-premises consumption of beer and wine or spirits, 

considering: 

(a) The distance from public or private schools for minors, playgrounds, 

public parks or churches; 

(b) The proximity of an inconsistent zoning classification or land use; 

(c) Traffic safety; 
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(d) The accessibility to the site from abutting roads;  

(e) The capability of abutting roads to accommodate the commercial activity; 

and 

(f) Such other relevant factors as the Township Board may deem appropriate; 

(2) A person, for any premises which the Township Board determines, by a majority 

vote, does not or will not, within six months of the approval of the license by the 

Township Board, or prior to the commencement of business, whichever occurs 

first, have adequate off-street parking, lighting, refuse disposal facilities, 

screening or noise or nuisance control, provided, however, that upon timely 

request and for good cause shown, the Township Board may extend any deadline 

established by this paragraph; 

(3) A person, for any premises which does not comply with applicable building, 

electrical, mechanical, plumbing, fire prevention, zoning or public health codes 

and regulations provided, however, that the Township Board may approve an 

application subject to compliance with the applicable codes and regulations within 

60 days; 

(4) A person who does not own the premises for which the license approval is sought 

or does not have a lease therefor for the full period for which the license is to be 

issued; 

(5) A law enforcement public official or a member of the Township Board, and no 

such official shall be interested in any way, either directly or indirectly, in the 

manufacture, sale or distribution of alcoholic beverages; 

(6) A person who, at the time of the application for such approval, transfer or 

renewal, is delinquent in the payment of any taxes, fees or other charges owed to 

or collected by the Township; 

(7) A person whose liquor license has been revoked or not renewed for cause under 

this article, or a comparable local ordinance, or state law, whether in Michigan or 

otherwise; 

(8) A partnership, unless all of the members of such partnership qualify for approval 

of a license; 

(9) A corporation, if any officer, manager or director thereof, or a stock owner or 

stockholders owning in the aggregate more than 10% of the stock of such 

corporation, would not be eligible to receive approval for a license hereunder for 

any reason; 

(10) A person whose place of business is operated or conducted by a manager or agent 

unless such manager or agent possesses the same qualifications required by the 

licensee; 
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(11) A person who has been convicted of a crime punishable by imprisonment in 

excess of one year, or of a crime involving theft, dishonesty, or false statement 

(included tax evasion) regardless of punishment, or of crime or administrative 

violation of a Federal or state law concerning the manufacture, possession or sale 

of alcoholic beverages or controlled substances; or 

(12) A person based upon such other relevant factors as the Township Board may 

deem appropriate. 

 Consideration of conditional approval.  Once an applicant who has been asked to proceed 

by presenting a more detailed and complete proposal has sufficiently responded and 

obtained site plan, engineering, zoning, planning and other necessary approvals from the 

Township, the applicant may then request consideration by the Township Board of a 

conditional approval.  Upon the receipt of a written notice by an applicant requesting 

consideration of a conditional approval, the Township Clerk shall cause the application to 

be placed on the agenda of the Township Board for its consideration.  At that meeting, 

the applicant shall be prepared to discuss the following: 

(1) Cost estimates for the buildings, furnishings and fixtures as part of the proposal; 

(2) Site plan information, including landscaping and other aesthetic features of the 

proposal; 

(3) Estimates of the number of employees required for the operation; 

(4) Information on the individuals expected to manage the operation, as well as 

information as to how the facility would actually be managed; 

(5) Information about any entertainment or dancing that might be involved; and 

(6) Answers to any related questions about the proposed improvements and/or 

general operation of the facility. 

 Disposition of request for and contingencies of conditional approval.  Following this 

presentation by the applicant, the Township Board may conditionally approve, above all 

others, the application, and postpone consideration for a reasonable period or reject the 

application.  Conditional approval will be contingent upon obtaining building permits and 

any other necessary permits, licenses or approvals from the Township within six months 

from the date of such conditional approval, including the correction of any existing 

noncompliance with codes and regulations referred to in Subsection 1(3) hereof.  The 

construction of new buildings and alterations of existing buildings shall commence 

within six months after the date of the conditional approval, with a completion date or not 

more than one year after the issuance of the relevant building permit.  Extensions for 

completion of construction or alternations may be granted by the Township Board for 

good cause.  The applicant shall execute in writing an acknowledgment and acceptance of 

all conditions under which the Township Board has determined to recommend approval 

of licensure for the applicant. 
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 Change of approval requirements for conditional approved applicants.  After receipt of a 

conditional approval by the Township Board, no floor plan, building elevation, site plan, 

seating arrangement, kitchen layout or other pertinent facts, drawing or document 

submitted to the Township Board shall be changed without the applicant first receiving 

approval from the Township Board.  Conditional approval by the Township Board shall 

not be transferable by applicant.  A change of partners in a partnership or a change of 

10% or more of the stock ownership of a corporation shall be deemed a transfer 

hereunder.  A transfer made without prior approval by the Township Board shall cause 

revocation, without further action by the Township Board, or conditional approval, and 

the applicant shall be required to resubmit ab initio its application. 

 Recommendation of conditionally approved applicant to State Liquor Control 

Commission.  Upon completion of the building and in accordance with the prior 

conditional approval of the Township Board, the Township Board shall recommend the 

applicant, above all others, to the State Liquor Control Commission for approval of the 

liquor license. 

 Reservation of authority.  No applicant for a liquor license has a right to the issuance of 

such license.  The Township Board reserves the right to exercise the maximum discretion 

as is allowed by law to determine who, if anyone, shall be entitled to the issuance of such 

a license. 

 Criteria for selecting among qualified applicants. 

(1) When any such license is available for issuance to a new applicant, either by lapse 

of a current license or by the authorization and allocation of additional licenses to 

the Township Board, and there exist more qualified applicants for such licenses 

than the number of new licenses available for issuance, the Township Board shall 

choose the most qualified applicant and applicants for approval based upon the 

following criteria: 

(a) The location of the proposed new business and its desirability in light of 

its location, the surrounding land uses and its proximity to other premises 

licensed for on-premises consumption; 

(b) The experience of the applicant; 

(c) The other uses proposed to be included on the premises or in the 

development (e.g. a restaurant or motel); 

(d) The cost and size of the overall project and the number of new jobs to be 

created or current jobs retained; 

(e) The relative suitability of the design and size of the business to the 

property on which it is proposed to be located, as evidenced by any 

building and grounds layout diagram required to be submitted with the 

application. 
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(f) The overall development or redevelopment of the Township; and 

(g) Such other relevant factors as the Township Board may deem appropriate. 

(2) In making its determination under this section, the Township Board may weigh 

variously the above factors under the circumstances of each application. 

 Transfer of existing licenses. 

The transfer of any existing liquor license covered under this article shall be subject to each of 

the requirements, criteria and procedures, including fees, set forth in this article for the granting 

of a new liquor license.  In addition, the transferee-applicant shall agree, and sign releases if 

necessary for that purpose, to allow the Township and its agents or employees, to review and 

inspect any and all records and files which may be in the possession of the State Liquor Control 

Commission or the possession of the applicant regarding the commission’s investigation of the 

transferee as a present licensee or as a previous licensee, or of a business or other legal entity in 

which the transferee has had an interest. 

 Objections to renewal and requests for revocation. 

 Township Board action.  The Township Board may object to a renewal of a liquor license 

or request the revocation of a liquor license by the State Liquor Control Commission.  

 Procedure.  Before filing an objection to a renewal or a request for revocation of a license 

with the State Liquor Control Commission, the Township Board shall serve the license 

holder, by first class mail, mailed not less than 10 days prior to the hearing, a notice of 

such hearing, which shall contain the following information: 

(1) Notice of the proposed action; 

(2) The reasons for the proposed action; 

(3) The date, time and place of such hearing; and 

(4) A statement that the licensee may present evidence and testimony, may confront 

witnesses and may be represented by a licensed attorney. 

 Hearing.  Such hearing may be conducted by the Township Board as a whole or by a 

hearing officer appointed by the Township Board for such purpose.  If a hearing officer is 

appointed, it shall be that officer’s duty to undertake such hearing and to hear and take 

evidence and testimony of the licensee or of witnesses on the licensee’s behalf or in the 

opposition to such licensee.  The licensee may, at the licensee’s expense, employ a 

reporter to transcribe the testimony given at the hearing and make a transcript of the 

testimony.  After such hearing, the hearing officer shall make a recommendation to the 

Township Board for the latter’s ultimate final review and decision.  The Township Board 

shall submit to the license holder and the State Liquor Control Commission a written 

statement of its ultimate findings and determination. 
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 Criteria for nonrenewal or revocation.  The Township Board may recommend 

nonrenewal or revocation of a license upon determination by it that, based upon the 

evidence presented at the hearing, any of the following exists: 

(1) A violation of any of the restrictions on licenses set forth in this article; 

(2) Maintenance of a nuisance upon the premises; 

(3) Failure to comply with the requirements of the State Liquor Control Act or the 

Administrative Rules of the State Liquor Control Commission; 

(4) Failure to comply with any of the requirements of this article; 

(5) A violation of any law or ordinance in the conduct of the licensee’s business; and 

(6) Failure to comply with any promise or representation made by the applicant to the 

Township Board or with any condition imposed upon the applicant as a basis for 

the approval. 

 Applicability. 

This article -shall apply only to applications for licenses to sell beer, wine or spirits for on-

premises consumption, including, but not limited to, Class “B” licenses, Class “C” licenses, 

resort licenses, tavern licenses, club licenses and hotel licenses.  This shall not, in any event, 

apply to applications for SDM or SDD licenses, special licenses granted by the State Liquor 

Control Commission or one-day permits as allowed by statute. 

 Fees. 

The Township Board may from time to time, by resolution, set fees to be paid to the Township 

for license transfers, issuance of original licenses, and investigation of applicants, provided same 

shall not be in conflict with statutes of the State of Michigan or rules or regulations adopted by 

the State Liquor Control Commission. 
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Chapter 91 

 

MARIHUANA ESTABLISHMENTS 

 Marihuana establishments. 

 Pursuant to the provisions of section 6.1 of the Michigan Regulation and Taxation of 

Marihuana Act (the “Act”), marihuana establishments, as defined by the Act, are 

completely prohibited within the boundaries of the Township. 

 Any applicant for a state or local license to establish a marihuana establishment, as 

defined by the Act, within the boundaries of the Township shall be deemed to be not in 

compliance with this section or with this Chapter. 

 This Chapter does not supersede rights and obligations with respect to the transportation 

of marihuana through the Township to the extent provided by the Act, and does not 

supersede rights and obligations under Michigan law allowing for or regulating 

marihuana for medical use. 

 Sale and consumption of marihuana. 

 In conformance with Sections 4.1(e) and 6.2(b) of the Act, the sale or consumption of 

marihuana in any form and the sale or display of marihuana accessories, as defined by the 

Act, is prohibited in any public places within the boundaries of the Township. 

 Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Chapter shall be responsible for a 

municipal civil infraction, subject to enforcement procedures as set forth in Chapter 38, 

Municipal Civil Infractions. 

 This Chapter does not supersede rights and obligations with respect to the transfer and 

consumption of marihuana on private property to the extent authorized by the person who 

owns, occupies, or operates such property, as provided in and authorized by the Act, and 

does not supersede rights and obligations with respect to the use of marihuana for 

medical purposes as provided by any law of the State of Michigan allowing for or 

regulating marihuana for medical use. 
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Chapter 97 

 

ANIMALS 

[Deleted in its entirety.] 
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Chapter 103 

 

ASSEMBLIES, PUBLIC 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 5-10-2010 by 

Ord. No. 61.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to regulate large public assemblies and events generating large 

crowds by ensuring adequate police, fire, and sanitary services for such assemblies and events in 

order to protect the health, safety and welfare of the residents of and visitors to the Township. 

 Permit required. 

It shall be unlawful for any person, organization, group or entity to stage or hold a traffic- or 

crowd-generating event: without first obtaining a permit therefor from the Township Supervisor 

after approval of the Township Board. 

 Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated:  

TRAFFIC- OR CROWD-GENERATING EVENT — Any event: 

 Which can reasonably be expected to attract 100 people or more; or 

 For which the organizers of the event have received either a temporary permit for the sale 

of alcohol or have received an extension of their current license to sell alcohol to allow 

the off-premises sale of alcohol. 

 Excluded events. 

This chapter shall not apply to the following types of events unless the organizers of the traffic- 

or crowd-generating event have received either a temporary permit for the sale of alcohol or an 

extension of their current license to sell alcohol to allow the outdoor or off-premises, whether 

indoor or outdoor, sale of alcohol: 

 Events sponsored by public schools or other governmental organizations; 

 Events sponsored by churches, parochial schools or other religious organizations; 

 Events sponsored by a family for family purposes such as a reunion, wedding, funeral or 

similar type of activity; 
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 Events sponsored by political parties, unions, recognized fraternal organizations or the 

holder of a public office, or a candidate for such office, for purposes of raising campaign 

funds; 

 Events put on by established businesses or organizations at regularly scheduled times on 

a daily, weekly or monthly basis, so that the traffic and crowd control problems can be 

reasonably anticipated by the Township; and 

 Events which occur spontaneously, occasioned by news or information coming into 

public knowledge within three days of an event provided that the organizers shall provide 

the Township Supervisor with at least 24 hours’ notice of the commencement of the 

event. 

 Application for permit. 

 Any person staging, holding or promoting a traffic- or crowd-generating event shall 

notify the Township Supervisor of an intention of holding such an event at least 30 days 

in advance.  The notice shall consist of an application for a permit for a traffic- or crowd-

generating event and shall contain the following information: 

(1) The name, address and telephone number of the person requesting the permit; 

(2) The name and address of the organization or group of persons requesting the 

permit;  

(3) The name, address and telephone number of the person who will act as 

chairperson or will be responsible for the conduct of the event; 

(4) The purpose of the event, the estimated number of participants or those otherwise 

attending and the estimated number of vehicles to participate in the event or to be 

parked at or near the event; 

(5) The date the event is to be conducted and the hours the event will commence and 

terminate; 

(6) The number, type and location of toilet facilities to be provided for use during the 

event; 

(7) The number, type and location of any concessions or vendors doing business 

during the event; 

(8) The location and size of the area designated for parking vehicles during the event 

if such parking will be in areas other than those designated for public parking; 

(9) Whether any music will be provided, either live or recorded; 

(10) The number, types and locations of all loudspeakers and amplifying devices to be 

used; 
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(11) Whether the use of alcoholic liquors will be permitted on the premises upon 

which the event is to be conducted, and if so, what measures or procedures shall 

be relied upon to prohibit the sale of alcohol to minors and visibly intoxicated 

individuals;  

(12) Whether the participants and others attending the event will be allowed to remain 

on the premises upon which the event is being conducted between the hours of 

12:00 midnight and 8:00 a.m.; 

(13) Whether the applicant for a permit has the permission of the owner of any private 

property upon which the event is to be conducted to use that property for that 

purpose; 

(14) Provisions that have been made for the cleanup of the area of the event after its 

conclusion; 

(15) Evidence of insurance, with the Township as one of the named insureds, in an 

amount sufficient to protect the Township from claims for damages from personal 

injury, property damage or any other injury proximately caused by the event, said 

amount to be reasonable considering the nature, purpose, location, risk of injury 

or damage of the event (evidence of insurance may be waived where, in the 

opinion of the Township Supervisor, there exists no reasonable likelihood of 

claims for damages from personal injury, property damage or other injury 

proximately caused by the event); and 

(16) Such other information as the Township Supervisor shall deem pertinent in 

evaluating the effect such event may have on the health, safety and welfare of the 

residents of the Township. 

 The application described in Subsection A of this section shall be accompanied by a fee 

as currently established or as hereafter adopted by resolution of the Township Board from 

time to time payable to the Township as reasonable costs for the cost of processing, 

evaluating and issuing the permit. 

 Assignment and payment of police service. 

No permit shall issue unless the applicant for the permit makes advance payment to the 

Township of the wages to be paid to police officers assigned by the Township Supervisor to the 

event in a number deemed necessary by the Township Supervisor to ensure the health, welfare 

and safety of the community as determined by evaluating the information obtained by any 

investigation made by the Township Supervisor.  The rate of payment shall be 1 1/2 times the 

regular hourly rates of the police officers. 

 Issuance or denial of permit; appeals. 

 Issuance.  The Township Board shall issue a permit within 10 days of receipt of the 

application for the event if, based upon an evaluation of the information provided under § 

103-5 or information obtained by any investigation made by the Township Board, it is 



103:4 

determined the event will not endanger the public health, safety and welfare of the 

Township or if the Township Board determines that reasonable adjustments to the 

community traffic control, street and property maintenance, and police, fire and 

ambulance protection would ensure the public health, safety and welfare of the 

Township. 

 Denial.  The Township Board shall notify the applicant within 10 days of the receipt of 

the application of the denial of the application for a permit if any information supplied by 

the applicant is false or intentionally misleading or if, based upon an evaluation of the 

information provided under § 103-5 or any information obtained by any investigation by 

the Township Board, it determines the event will endanger the public health, welfare or 

safety of the Township and if the Township Board determines that reasonable 

adjustments to the community traffic control, street and property maintenance, and 

police, fire and ambulance protection would not ensure the public health, welfare and 

safety of the Township.  Such denial shall enumerate the specific reasons for the denial. 

 Appeals.  The granting or denial of a permit by the Township Board pursuant to the 

provisions of this chapter may be appealed to the Township Board for reconsideration by 

the applicant or any person affected thereby.  Such appeal shall be in writing, shall be 

filed with the Township Clerk within five days of the mailing or delivery of the decision 

of the Township Board, and shall specify objections to the decision of the Township 

Board.  The Township Board shall act upon the appeal by conducting a hearing of any 

objections at the next regularly scheduled or special Township Board meeting.  The 

Township Board shall make a decision on such appeal at such meeting.  In the event the 

hearing is held at a special meeting, the Township Clerk shall either notify the appellant 

personally of the time and place of the hearing or mail notice by first class mail addressed 

to the appellant at the appellant’s last known address at least three days prior to the 

hearing.  The Township Board in either granting or denying the appeal shall enumerate 

the reasons for that decision. 

 When permit required. 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to erect or cause to be erected any temporary structure 

to be used as a place of public assemblage for 100 persons or more for any religious, 

educational, recreational or public purpose whatsoever within the Township without first 

having obtained a permit therefore from the Fire Chief and the Ordinance Enforcement 

Officer. 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to cause or permit the occupancy of a temporary 

structure as a place of assembly without the issuance of the permit required by Subsection 

A of this section to occupy the structure, as provided for in this chapter.. 

 Application for permit. 

 Any person desiring a permit required by § 103-8 shall file an application therefor, in 

writing, with the Township Board, which application shall be accompanied by a set of 
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building plans in duplicate, drawn to scale.  The application and plans shall indicate the 

following information clearly: 

(1) Plans.  The plans shall include the following: 

(a) The type of construction; 

(b) The seating arrangement; 

(c) The aisles; 

(d) The structural details and calculations of the seats and supports; 

(e) The location of all electrical wiring; 

(f) The location of all exits; 

(g) The location of all fire equipment within the structure and the 

specification of such equipment; and 

(h) The location, insofar as feasible, of adjacent structures and obstructions 

which might hinder the free egress of persons from the exits. 

(2) The application.  The application shall include the following: 

(a) Whether any open flame is intended to be used within the structure and, if 

so, what precautions are to be taken to render it safe; 

(b) The name of the person who will use the structure; 

(c) The location of the principal place of business of the person; 

(d) The names and addresses of the officers of the applicant, if a firm or 

corporation; 

(e) The length of time the structure is intended to be used for the purposes 

applied for; 

(f) The hours of the day or night during which the structure is intended to be 

used as a place of assembly; 

(g) The formula of the solution which is to be used to flameproof the 

structure; 

(h) What provisions have been made for sanitary facilities for persons using 

the premises on which such structure is to be erected or is maintained; and 

(i) Such other relevant information as the Fire Chief may require. 
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 The application and plans required by Subsection A of this section shall be submitted to 

the Fire Chief at least 10 days prior to the date of the opening of any structure subject to 

this chapter, and the Fire Chief shall be notified at least 24 hours prior to the erection of 

the structure, so that the Fire Chief may make an inspection during reasonable daylight 

hours. 

 Liability insurance. 

The applicant for a permit required by this chapter shall furnish evidence that a public liability 

insurance policy in amounts of not less than $50,000 for one person and $100,000 for any one 

accident, shall be in force and effect at the time the structure is to be occupied as a place of 

assembly by the public. 

 Bond. 

The applicant for a permit required by this chapter shall deposit with the Township treasurer a 

cash bond in the sum of $1,000, conditioned upon saving harmless of the Township from any 

and all liabilities or causes of action which might arise by virtue of the granting of a permit to the 

applicant and conditioned further that no damage will be done to the streets, sewers, trees or 

adjoining property and that no dirt, papers, litter or other debris will be permitted to remain upon 

the streets or upon any private property by the applicant.  The cash bond shall be returned to the 

applicant upon certification by the Township Supervisor that all conditions of this chapter have 

been complied with. 

 Deposit for fire protection equipment. 

If the Fire Chief determines that the attendance of fire equipment at the location of a structure 

subject to this chapter during the use of the structure as a place of assembly is necessary for the 

safety of persons and property, the Fire Chief shall require that the applicant deposit with the 

Township Clerk a sum equal to the reasonable value of the use of the equipment and the 

furnishing of the necessary personnel for such time as will be required, in order to reimburse the 

Township for such expenses. 

 Required findings of the Fire Chief. 

The Fire Chief shall determine if the applicant for a permit required by this chapter has made 

provision for: 

 Adequate aisles, seats, platforms and poles; 

 Sufficient exits, well-marked and properly lighted; 

 Lighted and unobstructed passageways to areas leading away from the structure; 

 Removal, before the structure is to be used as a place of public assembly, of any pole, 

rope or other obstruction in any aisle or exit; 
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 Inspection before the opening by a qualified electrician to ascertain if any defects exist in 

the wiring and provision made for immediate correction of any defects which may be 

found; 

 Sufficient first aid fire appliances to be distributed throughout the structure with 

operating personnel familiar with the operation of the equipment available and assigned 

during the use of the structure as a place of assembly; 

 Sufficient “no smoking” signs visible at all times; 

 An employee at each entrance to require the extinguishing of all cigarettes, cigars and 

other smoking materials; 

 Announcement at frequent intervals to the persons in the assembly of the fact that 

smoking within the structure is prohibited; 

 Proper safeguarding of any use of open flames or its use prohibited;  

 The clearing of straw, dry grass, sawdust and any combustible trash from the structure 

before it is opened to the public and arrangements made to keep the areas where debris 

may be expected to accumulate well-serviced, especially under open seats; 

 Proper facilities for calling the Fire Department; 

 Such special fire equipment of the Township to attend at the structure during its use as a 

place of public assembly as the Fire Chief may decide is necessary for the proper fire 

protection; 

 The attendance of such special police officers and firefighters as the Fire Chief may deem 

necessary for the control of persons in the assembly to prevent overcrowding, obstruction 

of aisles and exits and such other control as may be necessary to render the occupation of 

such structure by the public safe; and 

 The tents and canvas parts of the structure and all combustible decorative materials, 

including curtains, acoustic materials, streamers, cloth, cotton batting, straw, vines, 

leaves, trees and moss, to be rendered fireproof. 

 Sanitation inspection. 

The county health officer shall make an inspection to determine if provision has been made for 

satisfactory sanitary facilities on or near the premises on which the structure for which a permit 

required by this chapter is sought, maintained or is to be maintained. 

 Issuance of conditional permit. 

If the Township Board finds that the applicant has met the requirements of this chapter or that 

the requirements will be complied with by the applicant, the Township Board shall issue the 
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permit required by this chapter conditional upon such reasonable limitations and requirements as 

the Township Board may deem necessary for the safety of persons and property. 

 Final inspection; issuance of final permit. 

 Upon completion of a structure subject to this chapter, such structure shall not be used as 

a place of assembly until the Fire Chief has inspected the entire premises upon which the 

structure is located. 

 If the Fire Chief finds that all of the limitations and requirements of the conditional 

permit and this chapter have been complied with and that the structure has been erected 

in accordance with the plans and specifications submitted with the application, the Fire 

Chief shall grant a final permit to occupy the premises. 

 Revocation of permit; appeals. 

 If the Fire Chief finds that a structure subject to this chapter, or the premises on which it 

is located, is being maintained in violation of any of the provisions of the permit issued 

pursuant to this chapter, or any of the provisions of this chapter, or in such a manner as to 

constitute a fire hazard, the Fire Chief may revoke the final permit to occupy the 

structure. 

 Any person whose final permit issued pursuant to this chapter has been revoked pursuant 

to Subsection A of this section may, within 10 days after receipt of a notice thereof, 

appeal to the Township Board for a hearing thereon and the decision of the Township 

Board in this regard shall be final.  If no appeal is taken within 10 days as provided in this 

subsection, the action of the Fire Chief shall be final. 

 Violations and penalties. 

Any person who fails to comply with the rules as defined and set forth in this chapter shall be 

deemed responsible of a civil infraction and subject to a fine or penalty as set forth in Chapter 

38, Municipal Civil Infractions. 
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Chapter 116 

 

DANGEROUS BUILDINGS 

 State law adopted.  

Sections 138 through 142 of Public Act No. 167 of 1917 (MCL 125.538 et seq.) are adopted.   

 Township supervisor designated to administer.  

The Township Supervisor is designated as the official whose duty it shall be to administer and 

enforce the provisions of this chapter.  
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Chapter 124 

 

BURNING, OPEN 

[Deleted in its entirety.] 
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Chapter 131 

 

CABLE TELEVISION 

 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to comply with the Uniform Video Services Local Franchise Act 

(the “Act”). 

 Definitions 

All terms shall be defined in accordance with the definitions provided in the Act. 

 Franchise required. 

All video service providers shall be required to obtain a uniform video service local franchise in 

compliance with the Act, prior to construction, operation, or maintenance of a video service. 

 Compliance 

All persons are hereby required to comply with all requirements, procedures and other provisions 

included in the Act. 
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Chapter 138 

 

CEMETERY 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 4-11-2005 by 

Ord. No. 56.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Definition of cemetery lot and burial space. 

A cemetery lot shall consist of burial spaces sufficient to accommodate from one to eight burials. 

 An adult burial space shall consist of land area of five feet wide and 10 feet long 

 An infant or stillborn burial space shall consist of land area five feet wide and five feet 

long in areas specifically set aside for such burials. 

 A cremains burial space shall consist of a land area five feet wide and five feet long.  A 

cremains burial is the burial of ashes of a cremated body. 

 Blue Lake Cemetery will have approximately 12 sections of surveyed lots.  Contingent 

on survey.  [Amended 3-25-2012] 

 Ware Cemetery will have approximately eight blocks of surveyed lots.  Contingent on 

survey. 

 Sale of lots or burial space. 

 All sales of cemetery lots and burial spaces shall be made on a form approved by the 

Township Board, and shall convey a right of burial only and does not convey any other 

rights or title to the cemetery lot or burial space.  All sales shall be approved by the 

Township Clerk, in writing on the approved form. 

 Burial rights may be transferred.  Transfers may only be completed by using forms 

approved by the Township Board.  All transfers must be approved by the Township 

Clerk.  The transfer fee must be paid to the Township.  The Township Board shall 

establish the fee which may be revised from time to time. 

 No person may purchase more than eight burial spaces, which is one lot, without the 

consent of the Township Board. 

 Markers and memorials. 

 All markers, memorials and special memorials must be of granite or another approved, 

equally durable composition. 

 Any large upright monument or other memorial must be located upon an approved 

foundation adequately designed to maintain the monument in an erect position. 
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 Only one monument, marker or memorial is permitted for each burial space.  A veterans 

bronze plaque may be attached to the back of an upright monument or marker.1 

 The footing or foundation upon which any memorial or marker is to be placed shall be 

constructed by the Township at cost of the owner of the burial site. 

 No mausoleums shall be erected without written approval of the Township Board. 

 Inscriptions on monuments, markers, mausoleums and other memorials should not be 

offensive or improper.  If determined by the Township Board to be offensive, the owner 

is responsible for all expenses of removal. 

 The Township Board has the authority to deem a marker, monument mausoleum or other 

memorial to be inappropriate and thus prohibit it from being in a Township cemetery, 

subject to applicable law.  If deemed inappropriate, the owner is responsible for removal. 

 If a marker becomes unsafe in the opinion of the maintenance person, notice of condition 

should be sent to the last name listed as owner of the burial space.  The structure shall be 

repaired at the owner’s expense. 

 State law requires U.S. flags to be placed on graves of all known veterans’ graves for 

Memorial Day by the Township at Township expense.  Also to be included are 

firefighters and constables.  (MCLA § 35.831, Flags for graves for veterans.) 

 Interment regulations. 

 Only one body may be buried in a burial space except for a parent and infant or two 

children buried at the same time. 

 A maximum of two cremations shall be placed in one burial space, unless permission is 

otherwise granted by the Township Clerk. 

 The maintenance person shall receive at least 24 hours’ notice of the time of a funeral to 

allow for the opening of the burial space. 

 A permit for the burial space and appropriate identification of the person to be buried 

shall be presented to the Township Clerk prior to interment.  If permit has been lost or 

destroyed the Township Clerk shall review Township records to determine if the person 

to be buried in the space is an authorized and appropriate person before interment is 

begun. 

 All burial spaces shall be located in an orderly and neat-appearing manner within the 

confines of the space involved. 

                                                 
1 Editor’s Note:  Original Section 22.4D, which contained requirements for monuments and markers, which 

immediately followed this subsection, was repealed 3-25-2012. 
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 All burials shall be within a standard vault made of concrete, fiberglass or other material 

approved by the maintenance person, installed or constructed in the burial space before 

interment.   

 No burial shall take place unless the burial space fee, the fee for services required to open 

and close the burial space and all other fees have been paid in full. 

 Burial spaces shall not be opened or closed except under the direction and control of the 

maintenance person.  This provision shall not apply to proceedings for the removal and 

reinterment of bodies and remains which are under the control of the local health 

department or otherwise subject to law. 

 The Township is not responsible for errors made or caused by, or damage created or 

caused by, others. 

 The scattering of cremains anywhere in the cemetery is prohibited. 

 If immediate interment is required by law or regulation, an extra fee will be charged and 

entrance to the cemetery will be restricted to the hearse and cars in the funeral procession. 

 Consideration for winter interment (November 15-March 15) will depend on ground 

conditions. 

 No burial space will be opened for a interment except on arrangement by a responsible 

member of the deceased person’s family, or by order of a funeral director or the director’s 

agent, to the maintenance person.  A reasonable time for the preparation of the burial 

space must be given. 

 Funeral directors or their agents will present the burial permit as required by law, before 

proceeding with the committal service, and will also present full payment for burial space 

opening plus any other charges incurred in preparing for the burial.  

 No funeral director may open a casket inside the cemetery without the consent of a 

member of the deceased’s family or on an order of a court. 

 Disinterment may not be made unless any necessary permit, or on an order from a 

coroner directing disinterment for the purpose of an inquest, has been provided to the 

Township Clerk. 

 Ground maintenance. 

 Shrubbery, sod, trees or climbing vines and bushes may not be planted on any cemetery 

grounds without the approval of the sexton.  No grading, leveling or excavating upon a 

burial space shall be allowed without the permission of the sexton.  

 The Township will not be responsible for any kind of memorial left at a burial space 

before a proper foundation has been installed. 



138:4 

 The Township may remove any floral design, flowers, trees, shrubs, glass jars, wreaths, 

metal containers, toys, balloons, emblems, displays, rocks or plants of any kind as soon 

as they become unsightly, diseased, deteriorated, damaged, or if they are placed so as to 

interfere with the ordinary care of the grounds. 

 The maintenance person reserves the right to remove or trim any tree, plant or shrub 

located within the cemetery in the interest of maintaining proper appearance and use of 

the cemetery. 

 Mounds which hinder the free use of a lawnmower or other gardening apparatus are 

prohibited. 

 Surfaces other than earth or sod are prohibited. 

 Curbing, such as concrete or other materials, is prohibited. 

 Loud or boisterous language, idling or loafing is prohibited.  Picnics, parties or serving 

any refreshments is prohibited. 

 Urns are not permitted on a single burial space.  Urns and individual flowerbeds are 

permitted on two or more burial spaces.  All urns are to be placed in line with monuments 

for ease of plot maintenance.  The size of urns placed on burial sites shall be determined 

by the maintenance person. 

 Flower openings are allowed in the upright monument sections only, but must be within 

12 inches of the monument.  Spreading and climbing plants and artificial flowers are not 

allowed in flowerbeds. 

 Hanging or suspended baskets are permitted on poles within 12 inches of the monument. 

 Burial space owners may arrange for additional care of their space with the maintenance 

person.  If the maintenance person performs the requested work, a charge will be made 

for labor and materials, payable to the Township. 

 Any persons working in the cemetery are subject to cemetery rules and regulations and 

are subject to the authority of the maintenance person.  All vehicles shall remain on a 

driveway or hard-surface parking area at all times.  Persons must furnish their own carts 

to carry materials from the driveway to the burial space.  Persons causing damage to the 

cemetery, including damage to the lawn or turf, shall promptly pay any invoice for labor 

and material from the maintenance person. 

 People visiting the cemetery must be on cemetery business.  All pets must be on a leash.  

Driveways shall not be used for recreational purposes.  Driveways shall be used for 

cemetery business only. 
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 Duties of Township officials. 

 The Township Clerk shall maintain records concerning burials, burial permits and any 

perpetual care fund.  The records shall be separate and apart from any other records of the 

Township and such records shall be open to public inspection at all reasonable hours.  All 

sales and transfers of lots or burial spaces are subject to approval of the Township Clerk. 

 Except for matters pertaining to record keeping, this chapter and all rules and regulations 

shall be enforced by the maintenance person, who shall be appointed by the Township 

Board, or an ordinance enforcement officer, or any authorized law enforcement official.  

The maintenance person shall have the authority to ban any person from the cemetery 

who has violated this chapter or any applicable rule or regulation in the opinion of the 

maintenance person. 

 A decision of the Township Clerk or the maintenance person may be appealed to the 

Township Board for a final decision.  

 Cemetery hours. 

 The cemetery shall be open to the public from sunrise to sunset. 

 No person is permitted in a cemetery when it is closed, except with the permission of the 

Township Board. 

 Violations and penalties. 

Any person who violates a provision of this chapter shall be deemed responsible for a civil 

infraction and subject to a fine or penalty as described in Chapter 38, Municipal Civil 

Infractions. 
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Chapter 155 

 

CONSTRUCTION STANDARDS 

[HISTORY: Adopted by the Township Board or the Township of Blue Lake as indicated in 

article histories.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 

Electrical Standards 

[Adopted 7-13-1998 by Ord. No. 42] 

 Adoption of standards by reference; enforcing agency designated. 

 Pursuant to the provisions of the Electrical Code of the State of Michigan (the “Electrical 

Code”), promulgated pursuant to Act No. 230 of the Public Acts of 1972, as amended 

(the “Act”), the enforcement agency and/or the building official obligated to discharge 

the Electrical Code responsibilities of the Township under the Electrical Code and under 

the Act shall be designated from time to time by Township Board resolution.  

 The Township hereby assumes responsibility for the administration and enforcement of 

the Electrical Code pursuant to the Act throughout the Township’s unincorporated 

geographical limits. 

 The fees for Electrical Code permits and the required inspections shall be established by 

the Township Board from time to time by resolution.  

 Any person who violates a provision of this article or the Electrical Code or fails to 

comply with any of its requirements shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction, 

subject to a fine or penalty as set forth in Chapter 38, Municipal Civil Infractions.  

 

Plumbing Standards 

[Adopted 7-13-1998 by Ord. No. 43] 

 Adoption of standards by reference. 

 Pursuant to the provisions of the Plumbing Code of the State of Michigan (the “Plumbing 

Code”), promulgated pursuant to Act No. 230 of the Public Acts of 1972, as amended 

(the “Act”), the enforcement agency and/or the building official obligated to discharge 

the Plumbing Code responsibilities of the Township under the Plumbing Code and under 

the Act shall be designated from time to time by Township Board resolution.  

 The Township hereby assumes responsibility for the administration and enforcement of 

the Plumbing Code pursuant to the Act throughout the Township’s unincorporated 

geographical limits.  
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 The fees for Plumbing Code permits and the required Inspections shall be established by 

the Township Board from time to time by resolution.  

 Any person who violates a provision of this article or the Plumbing Code or fails to 

comply with any of its requirements shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction, 

subject to a fine or penalty as set forth in Chapter 38, Municipal Civil Infractions.  

 

Building Standards 

[Adopted 7-13-1998 by Ord. No. 44] 

 Adoption of standards by reference. 

 Pursuant to the provisions of the Building Code of the State of Michigan (the “Building 

Code”), promulgated pursuant to Act No. 230 of the Public Acts of 1972, as amended 

(the “Act”) the enforcement agency and/or the building official obligated to discharge the 

Building Code responsibilities of the Township under the Building Code and under the 

Act shall be designated from time to time by Township Board resolution.  

 The Township hereby assumes responsibility for the administration and enforcement of 

the Building Code pursuant to the Act throughout the Township’s unincorporated 

geographical limits. 

 The fees for Building Code permits and the required inspections shall be established by 

the Township Board from time to time by resolution.  

 Any person who violates a provision of this article or the Building Code or falls to 

comply with any of Its requirements shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction, 

subject to a fine or penalty as set forth in Chapter 38, Municipal Civil Infractions.  

 

Mechanical Standards 

[Adopted 7-13-1998 by Ord. No. 45] 

 Adoption of standards by reference. 

 Pursuant to the provisions of the Mechanical Code of the State of Michigan (the 

“Mechanical Code”), promulgated pursuant to Act No. 230 of the Public Acts of 1972, as 

amended (the “Act”), the enforcement agency and/or the building official obligated to 

discharge the Mechanical Code responsibilities of the Township under the Mechanical 

Code and under the Act shall be designated from time to time by Township Board 

resolution.  

 The Township hereby assumes responsibility for the administration and enforcement of 

the Mechanical Code pursuant to the Act throughout the Township’s unincorporated 

geographical limits. 
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 The fees for Mechanical Code permits and the required inspections shall be established 

by the Township Board from time to time by resolution.  

 Any person who violates a provision of this article or the Mechanical Code or fails to 

comply with any of its requirements shall be responsible for a municipal civil infraction, 

subject to a fine or penalty as set forth in Chapter 38, Municipal Civil Infractions.  
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Chapter 173 

 

DUMPING 

[Deleted in its entirety.] 
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Chapter 179 

 

ELECTRIC POWER FRANCHISES 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 4-13-2009 by 

Ord. No. 57.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Grant of power franchise and consent to laying of wires.1 

Subject to all the terms and conditions mentioned in this Chapter, the Township may grant a 

nonexclusive franchise to an electrical power company, its successors and assigns, to lay, 

maintain, operate, and use electric lines consisting of towers, masts, poles, crossarms, guys, 

braces, feeders, wires, transformers, and other electrical appliances and any other necessary 

equipment in the highways, streets, alleys, and other public places in the Township.  The 

franchise if granted to the company, its successors and assigns, provides them with the authority 

to transact local business in the Township for the purposes of conveying electricity into and 

through and supplying and selling power in the Township and all other matters incidental. 

 Power services and extension of system. 

If a franchise is granted and accepted by the company, then the company shall furnish electricity 

to applicants residing in the Township in accordance with applicable laws, rules and regulations 

and other applicable provisions now or from time to time adopted by or filed with the Michigan 

Public Service Commission or any successor agency having similar authority. 

 Use of streets and other public places. 

 A franchisee shall not unnecessarily obstruct the passage of any of the highways, streets, 

alleys, or other public places within the Township and shall within a reasonable time after 

making an opening or excavation, repair the same and leave it in as good a condition as 

before the opening or excavation was made.  The company; receiving a franchise, its 

successors, assigns, and employees shall use due care in exercising the privileges of the 

franchise contained and shall be liable to the Township for all damages and costs which 

may be recovered against the Township arising from the default, carelessness, or 

negligence of the company or its officers, agents, employees, and servants.  The 

company, its successors, or assigns shall hold the Township harmless and shall indemnify 

the Township for any and all losses associated with the installation and distribution of 

electricity but only to the extent that such losses do not arise out of the negligence of the 

Township, its officials, employees, agents, and servants. 

 No road, street, alley, or highway shall be opened for the laying of trunk lines or lateral 

lines except upon application to the Township or other authority with jurisdiction, stating 

the nature of the proposed work and the route.  Upon receipt of such application, it shall 

                                                 
1 Editor’s Note:  Information concerning the current franchise is available from the Township offices. 



179:2 

be the duty of the Township or such other authority with jurisdiction; to issue a permit to 

the company to do the work proposed. 

 A franchisee’s towers, masts and poles shall be neat and sightly, and so placed on either 

side of the highways, streets, alleys, and bridges as not to unnecessarily interfere with 

their use.  All of the franchisee’s wires carrying electricity shall be securely fastened so 

as not to endanger or injure persons or property in the highways, streets, alleys, and 

public places.  All work performed by the franchisee in the highways, streets, alleys and 

public places shall be done so as not to interfere with their use, and when completed, the 

same shall be left in as good condition as when work was commenced.  The franchisee 

shall have the right to trim trees if necessary in the conducting of such business, subject, 

however, to the supervision of the Township. 

 Standards and conditions of service; rules, regulations, and rates. 

A franchise may only be granted to a company under the jurisdiction of the Michigan Public 

Service Commission to the extent provided by statute; and the rates to be charged for electricity, 

and the standards and conditions for service and operation, shall be the same as set forth in the 

company’s schedule of rules, regulations, and rates as applicable in the several cities, villages, 

and townships in which the company renders power service, or as shall thereafter be validly 

prescribed for the Township under the orders, rules, and regulations of the Michigan Public 

Services Commission or any successor agency having similar authority. 

 Underground relocation. 

If a franchisee has its facilities on aboveground utility poles and the owner of the poles relocates 

its facilities to an underground conduit, the franchisee shall consider relocate its facilities in the 

same underground conduit, subject to existing State of Michigan building codes and 

requirements. 

 Terms of franchise. 

The term of any franchise granted shall be not more than 30 years in duration.  Renewals or 

extensions shall be governed in the same manner as original applications.  However, in all 

instances, this chapter and the franchise granted hereunder shall be revocable at the will of the 

Township. 
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Chapter 184 

 

EMERGENCY SERVICES 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake as indicated in 

article histories.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 

Cost Recovery 

[Adopted 4-12-2011 by Ord. No. 65] 

 Purpose. 

This chapter is intended to provide reimbursement to the Township for costs incurred by the 

Township relative to certain fire and emergency services rendered by the Blue Lake Township 

Fire Department (the “Fire Department”). 

 Charges for services. 

Pursuant to the authority granted by Public Act 33 of the Public Acts of 1951, as amended, and 

as further amended by Public Act 102 of the Public Acts of 1990,1 the Township Board shall 

charge persons serviced by the Fire Department in the manner described as follows: 

 Any Blue Lake Township Fire Department response requiring containment, abatement, 

investigation, or any safety measure in connection with a hazardous or toxic material spill 

that is beyond the level of training of the Fire Department.  Charges in such case shall be 

made to the person responsible for the spill, whether or not the spill occurs on the 

property of the responsible party.  The responsibility for a spill includes spills caused by 

the person as well as any spill from a vehicle, building, or other instrumentality, owned, 

occupied or utilized by the person, regardless of fault. 

 Any Fire Department response to a traffic or vehicular accident caused by persons who 

are not property owners of the Township.   

 Any Fire Department response including an investigation of a cause of fire. 

 Any Fire Department response for hazardous conditions. 

 Any Fire Department response to a false residential or commercial fire alarm after three 

false alarms to the same property in a 12 month period. 

 Three or more inspection visits to a commercial establishment for the same violation of 

the Fire Code adopted by the Township. 

                                                 
1 Editor’s Note:  See MCLA § 41.806a. 
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 Definitions. 

As used in this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated: 

FIRE DEPARTMENT RESPONSE — Coming to the scene of a fire, spill, traffic or vehicular 

accident, hazardous condition, or false fire alarm, or any investigation in connection with a fire, 

spill, traffic or vehicular accident, hazardous condition, or false fire alarm. 

HAZARDOUS CONDITION — Downed utility lines, gas leaks, or spills from ruptured 

pipelines. 

INSPECTION — A documented visit by a properly trained representative of the Fire 

Department for the purpose of checking that the owner of the property and its contents are not in 

violation of the Fire Code adopted by the Township. 

INVESTIGATION — Gathering of evidence or data in connection with arson investigations, or 

special investigations required to determine the responsibility of persons for fires, spills, 

accidents or hazardous conditions.  Investigations do not include the normal investigation made 

after a fire necessary for the completion of an ordinary fire or incident report. 

PERSON — Any individual or legal entity of any kind. 

PROPERTY OWNER — A person who currently holds a deed or land contract to real estate in 

the Township. 

SPILL — The uncontrolled deposit on the ground at any location of hazardous or toxic materials 

which may endanger human or animal health or life, or which may present the danger of 

property damage.  The word “spill” includes the term “discharge.” 

 Exemptions. 

No charges shall be made against the Township in connection with any responses, investigations, 

or inspections.  If incidents requiring charges occur on property owned, maintained or used by 

the Township, charges may be made against a person determined responsible for the incident, 

excepting Township officers, employees, or volunteers.  Township property owners involved in 

traffic or vehicular accidents shall not be charged for a Fire Department response: nor shall 

persons owning single family dwellings or commercial property unless they have purchased the 

necessary insurance coverage to provide for the payment of such charges. 

 Responsibility for charges. 

Persons responsible for charges shall include: 

 Persons who caused the condition covered by this chapter; 

 Property owners of property for which false fire alarm responses or repeated inspections 

for Fire Code violations; 
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 Owners or lessees of property involved in the condition covered by this chapter; 

 Persons who are not property owners but are benefited by services subject to this chapter; 

 Insurers or guarantors for persons responsible for conditions or benefited by services 

covered by this chapter; or 

 Responsible parent or guardian of a minor who would be liable for services covered by 

this chapter. 

 Payment for services. 

The Township shall bill persons determined to be responsible for the incident charged for, or 

property owners, for amounts set forth in the resolution determining charges.  All bills rendered 

for charges shall be paid to the Township Treasurer within 30 days of the mailing of the billing.  

All payments will then be deposited by the Township Treasurer, and a receipt credited to the 

duly designated Fire Department account. 

 Lien upon property. 

In cases where services for false alarms, hazardous conditions, spills, or repeated inspections 

have been rendered to a property or property owner, the charges shall constitute a lien on the 

property, including both real and personal property.  If not paid within 30 days after the same is 

due, the Township Treasurer shall, prior to September 1 each year, certify to the tax assessing 

officer of the Township the fact of such delinquency, whereupon the Township Assessor shall 

enter the delinquent amount on the next general tax roll as a charge against the property, and the 

liens thereupon shall be enforced in the same manner as provided by law for delinquent and 

unpaid taxes. 

 Additional methods of collection. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, the Township shall be empowered to initiate proceedings in any 

court of competent jurisdiction to collect said service costs as a matured debt of Township. 

 Charges to be determined by resolution. 

Charges for Fire Department services covered by this chapter above shall be determined by 

resolution of the Township Board. 
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Chapter 200 

 

FIRE PREVENTION 
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Chapter 207 

 

FURNACES, OUTDOOR 

[Deleted in its entirety]. 



214:1 

Chapter 214 

 

GAS UTILITY FRANCHISES 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 9-13-2010 by 

Ord. No. 62.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Purpose.1 

The purpose of this chapter is to protect the public peace, health, safety, and welfare of the 

Township, to regulate the granting of non-exclusive gas utility franchises, and to provide to 

franchisees the right, power and authority to lay, maintain, and commercially use gas pipes, 

mains, conductors, service pipes and other necessary equipment on, under, along and across the 

highways, streets, alleys, bridges, waterways, and other public places, and to do a local gas 

business in the Township. 

 Grant of franchise and consent to laying of wires, pipes, etc. 

Subject to all the terms and conditions mentioned in this chapter, the Township may grant a non-

exclusive franchise to a gas utility company, its successors and assigns, to lay, maintain, operate, 

and use gas pipes, mains, conductors, service pipes and other necessary equipment in the 

highways, streets, alleys, and other public places in the Township.  The franchise, if granted to 

the Company, its successors and assigns, provides them with the authority to transact local 

business in the Township of for the purposes of conveying gas services into and through and 

supplying and selling those services in the Township and all other matters incidental thereto. 

 Utility Services and extension of system. 

If a franchise is granted and accepted by the company, then the company shall furnish gas utility 

services to applicants residing therein in accordance with applicable laws, rules and regulations, 

and other applicable provisions now or from time to time hereafter contained in the company’s 

rules and regulations for gas utility service as filed with the Michigan Public Service 

Commission or successor agency having similar jurisdiction, and in accordance with applicable 

laws, rules and regulations. 

 Use of streets and other public places. 

 A franchisee, shall not unnecessarily obstruct the passage of any of the highways, streets, 

alleys, or other public places within the Township and shall within a reasonable time after 

making an opening or excavation: repair the same and leave it in as good as condition as 

before the opening or excavation was made.  The company receiving a franchise, its 

successors, assigns, and employees, shall use due care in exercising the privileges herein 

contained and shall be liable to the Township for all damages and costs which may be 

recovered against the Township arising from the default, carelessness, or negligence of 

                                                 
1 Editor’s Note:  Information concerning the current franchise is available from the Township offices. 
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the company or its officers, agents, employees, and servants.  The company, its 

successors or assigns shall hold the Township harmless and shall indemnify the 

Township for any and all losses associated with the installation and distribution of gas but 

only to the extent that such losses do not arise out of the negligence of the Township, its 

officials, employees, agents and servants. 

 No road, street, alley, or highway shall be opened for the laying of trunk lines or lateral 

lines except upon application to the Director of Public Works for the Township or other 

authority having jurisdiction in the premises, stating the nature of the proposed work and 

the route.  Upon receipt of such application, if the application is complete and the 

proposed work appropriate, it shall be the duty of the Director of Public Works or the 

Township, or such other authority as may have jurisdiction, to issue a permit to the 

company to do the work proposed. 

 Standards and conditions of service; rules, regulations and rates. 

A franchise may only be granted to a company under the jurisdiction of the Michigan Public 

Service Commission to the extent provided by statute; and the rates to be charged for gas utility 

services, and the standards and conditions for service and operation hereunder, shall be the same 

as set forth in the company’s schedule of rules, regulations, and rates as applicable in the several 

cities, villages, and townships in which the company is now rendering service, or as shall 

thereafter be validly prescribed for the Township Lake under the orders, rules, and regulations of 

the Michigan Public Services Commission or other authority having jurisdiction in the premises. 

 Terms of franchise. 

The term of any franchise granted hereunder shall be not more than 30 years in duration.  

Renewals or extensions shall be governed in the same manner as original applications.  However, 

in all instances, this chapter and the franchise granted hereunder shall be revocable at the will of 

the Township. 
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JUNKYARDS 
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Chapter 235 

 

LAND DIVISION 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 9-8-1997 by 

Ord. No. 37.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Title. 

This chapter shall be known and cited as the Blue Lake Township Land Division Ordinance. 

 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to carry out the provisions of the State Land Division Act (1967 

PA 288, as amended, formerly known as the Subdivision Control Act), to prevent the creation of 

parcels of property which do not comply with applicable ordinances and said Act, to minimize 

potential boundary disputes, to maintain orderly development of the community, and otherwise 

provide for the health, safety and welfare of the residents and property owners of the 

municipality by establishing reasonable standards for prior review and approval of land divisions 

within the Township. 

 Definitions. 

For purposes of this chapter certain terms and words used herein shall have the following 

meaning: 

APPLICANT — A natural person, firm, association, partnership, corporation, or combination of 

any of them that holds an ownership interest in land whether recorded or not. 

DIVIDED or DIVISION — The partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of land by the 

proprietor thereof or by his or her heirs, executors, administrators, legal representatives, 

successors or assigns, for the purpose of sale or lease of more than one year, or of building 

development that results in one or more parcels of less than 40 acres or the equivalent, and that 

satisfies the requirements of Sections 108 and 109 of the State Land Division Act.  The terms do 

not include a property transfer between two or more adjacent parcels, if the property taken from 

one parcel is added to an adjacent parcel; and any resulting parcel shall not be considered a 

building site unless the parcel conforms to the requirements of other applicable provisions of this 

Code.  

EXEMPT SPLIT or EXEMPT DIVISION — The partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of 

land by the proprietor thereof, or by his or her heirs, executors, administrators, legal 

representatives, successors, or assigns, that does not result in one or more parcels of less than 40 

acres or the equivalent; provided all resulting parcels are accessible for vehicular travel and 

utilities from existing public roads through existing adequate roads or easements, or through 

areas owned by the owner of the parcel that can provide such access. 
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FORTY ACRES OR THE EQUIVALENT — Either 40 acres, a quarter-quarter section 

containing not less than 30 acres, or a government lot containing not less than 30 acres. 

 Prior approval requirement for land divisions. 

Land in the Township shall not be divided without the prior review and approval of the Assessor, 

in accordance with this chapter and the State Land Division Act; provided that the following 

shall be exempted from this requirement: 

 A parcel proposed for subdivision through a recorded plat pursuant to State Land 

Division Act. 

 A lot in a recorded plat proposed to be divided in accordance with the State Land 

Division Act. 

 An exempt split as defined in this chapter. 

 Application for land division approval. 

An applicant shall file all of the following with the Assessor before making any division either 

by deed, land contract, lease for more than one year, or for building development: 

 A completed application form on such form as may be provided by the Township. 

 Proof of fee ownership of the land proposed to be divided. 

 Survey map. 

(1) A survey of the land proposed to be divided, prepared pursuant to the survey map 

requirements of 1970 Public Act 132, as amended, (MCL 54.211) by land 

surveyor licensed by the State of Michigan, showing the dimensions and legal 

descriptions of the existing parcel and the parcels proposed to be created by the 

division(s), the location of all existing structures and other land improvements, 

and accessibility of the parcels for vehicular traffic and utilities from existing 

public roads. 

(2) In lieu of such survey map, at the applicant’s option, the applicant may waive the 

45 day statutory requirement for a decision on the application until such survey 

map and legal description are filed with the Township, and submit a tentative 

preliminary parcel map drawn to scale of not less than that provided for on the 

application form including an accurate legal description of each proposed 

division, and showing the boundary lines, dimensions, and the accessibility of 

each division from existing or proposed public roads for automobile traffic and 

public utilities, for preliminary review by the Assessor prior to a final application. 

(3) The Assessor may waive the survey map requirement where the foregoing 

tentative parcel map is deemed to contain adequate information to approve a 

proposed land division considering the size, simple nature of the divisions, and 
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the undeveloped character of the territory within which the proposed divisions are 

located.  An accurate legal description of all proposed divisions, however, shall at 

all times be required. 

 Proof that all standards of the State Land Division Act, this chapter and the Zoning 

Chapter have been met. 

 The history and specifications of any previous divisions of land of which the proposed 

division was a part sufficient to establish that the parcel to be divided was lawfully in 

existence as of March 31, 1997, the effective date of the State Land Division Act. 

 Proof that all due and payable personal and real property taxes and installments of special 

assessments pertaining to the land proposed to be divided are paid in full. 

 If transfer of division rights are proposed in the land transfer, detailed information about 

the terms and availability of the proposed division rights transfer. 

 Unless a division creates a parcel which is acknowledged and declared to be “not 

buildable” under Section 235-8 of this chapter, all divisions shall result in “buildable” 

parcels containing sufficient “buildable” area outside of the unbuildable wetlands, 

floodplains and other areas where buildings are prohibited therefrom, and with sufficient 

area to comply with all required setback provisions, minimum floor areas, off-street 

parking spaces, on-site sewage disposal and water well locations (where public water and 

sewer service is not available), and maximum allowed area coverage of buildings and 

structures on the site. 

 The fee as may from time to time be established by resolution of the Township Board for 

land division review pursuant to this chapter to cover the costs of review of the 

application and administration of this chapter and the State Land Division Act. 

 Procedure for review of applications for land division approval. 

 Upon receipt of a land division application package, the Assessor shall approve, approve 

with reasonable conditions to assure compliance with applicable ordinances and the 

protection of public health safety and general welfare, or disapprove the land division 

applied for within 45 days after receipt of the application package conforming to this 

chapter’s requirements, and shall promptly notify the applicant of the decisions and the 

reasons for any denial.  If the application package does not conform to the this chapter’s 

requirements and the State Land Division Act, the Assessor shall return the same to the 

applicant for completion and refilling in accordance with this chapter and the State Land 

Division act. 

 Any person or entity aggrieved by the decision of the Assessor may, within 30 days of 

the decision, appeal the decision to the Township Board which shall consider and resolve 

such appeal by a majority vote of the Township Board at its next regular meeting or 

session affording sufficient time for a twenty-day written notice to the applicant (and 

appellant where other than the applicant) of the time and date of the meeting and 

appellate hearing. 
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 A decision approving a land division is effective for 90 days, after which it shall be 

considered revoked unless within such period a document is recorded with the County 

Register of Deeds office and filed with the Assessor accomplishing the approved land 

division or transfers. 

 The Assessor shall maintain an official record of all approved and accomplished land 

divisions or transfers. 

 Approval of a division is not determination that the resulting parcels comply with the 

Zoning Chapter other ordinances or regulations.  

 Standards for approval of land divisions. 

A proposed land division shall be approved if the following criteria are met: 

 All the parcels to be created by the proposed land division(s) fully comply with 

applicable lot (parcel), yard and area requirements of Zoning Chapter, including, but not 

limited to, minimum lot (parcel) frontage/width, minimum road frontage, minimum lot 

(parcel) area, minimum lot width to depth ratio, and maximum lot (parcel) coverage and 

minimum setbacks for existing building/structures. 

 The proposed land division(s) comply with all requirements of the State Land Division 

Act and this chapter. 

 All parcels created and remaining have existing adequate accessibility, or an area 

available therefor, to a public road for public utilities and emergency and other vehicles 

not less than the requirements of the Zoning Chapter or other ordinances. 

 Depth and width of parcels. 

(1) The ratio of depth to width of any parcel created by the division does not exceed a 

four to one ratio exclusive of access roads, easements or nonbuildable parcels 

created under Section 235-8 and parcels added to contiguous parcels that result in 

all involved parcels complying with the ratio. 

(2) The permissible depth of a parcel created by a land division shall be measured 

within the boundaries of each parcel from the abutting road right-of-way to the 

most remote boundary line point of the parcel from the point of commencement 

of the measurement. 

(3) The permissible minimum width shall be as defined the Zoning Chapter. 

 If the proposed division of land results in a parcel which is inaccessible because of the 

location of a county authorized drain, or other water way, the applicant must install either 

a culvert or a bridge for access. 
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 Allowance for approval of other land divisions. 

Notwithstanding disqualification from approval pursuant to this chapter, a proposed land division 

which does not fully comply with the applicable lot, yard, accessibility, and area requirements of 

the Zoning Chapter or this chapter may be approved in any of the following circumstances: 

 Where the applicant executes and records an affidavit or deed restriction with the County 

Register of Deeds, in a form acceptable to the Township, designating the parcel as “not 

buildable.” Any such parcel shall also be designated as “not buildable” in the Township 

records, and shall not thereafter be the subject of a request to the Zoning Board of 

Appeals for variance relief from the applicable lot and/or area requirements, and shall not 

be developed with any building or above ground structure exceeding four feet in height. 

 Where, in circumstances not covered by Subsection A above, the Zoning Board of 

Appeals has, previous to the requirements of this chapter, granted a variance from the lot, 

yard, ratio, frontage and/or area requirements with which the parcel failed to comply. 

 Where the proposed land division involves only the minor adjustment of a common 

boundary line or involves a conveyance between adjoining properties which does not 

result in either parcel violating this chapter, any applicable requirements of the Zoning 

Chapter, or the State Land Division Act. 

 Consequences of noncompliance with land division approval requirement. 

Any parcel created in noncompliance with this chapter shall not be eligible for any building 

permits, or zoning approvals, such as special land use approval or site plan approval, and shall 

not be recognized as a separate parcel on the assessment roll.  In addition, violation of this 

chapter shall subject the violator to the penalties and enforcement actions set forth in 

Section 235-10, and as may otherwise be provided by law. 

 Violations and penalties; enforcement. 

 Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed 

responsible of a civil infraction and subject to a fine or penalty as set forth in Chapter 38, 

Municipal Civil Infractions. 

 Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall also be subject to a 

civil action seeking invalidation of the land division and appropriate injunctive or other 

relief. 
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Chapter 240 

 

SUBDIVISION CONTROL 

 

Generally 

 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to regulate and control the subdivision of land in the Township in 

order to promote the public peace and health and the safety and general welfare of persons and 

property in the Township.  Without limiting the generality of the foregoing, this chapter is 

specifically intended to: 

 Provide for orderly growth and harmonious development of the community; 

 Secure adequate traffic circulation through the coordinated street systems with proper 

relation to major thoroughfares, adjoining subdivisions, and public facilities; 

 Require individual property lots of maximum utility and livability; 

 Ensure adequate provision for water, drainage, and sanitary sewer facilities, and other 

health requirements; and 

 Ensure the provision for adequate recreational areas, school sites, and other public 

facilities. 

 Legal basis. 

This chapter is enacted pursuant to the land division act, as well as Public Act No. 246 of 1945 

(MCL 41.181 et seq.) the ordinance power in townships act. 

 Scope. 

This chapter shall not apply to any plat that has received preliminary approval from the 

Township Board under the land division act or its predecessor before the effective date of this 

chapter, or to any plat created and recorded prior to the effective date of this chapter, except in 

the case of any further division, alteration or vacation of lots, roads or alleys located therein.  

This chapter shall not repeal, abrogate, annul, or in any way impair or interfere with existing 

provisions of other laws, ordinances or regulations, or with private restrictions placed upon 

property by deed, covenant, or other private agreements, or with restrictive covenants running 

with the land to which the Township is a party.  Where this chapter imposes a greater restriction 

upon land than is imposed or required by such existing provision of any other law, ordinance or 

regulation of the Township, county or state, the provisions of this chapter shall control. 
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 Definitions. 

Any word or term not defined herein shall be considered to be defined in accordance with its 

common or standard definition and the land division act.  The following words, terms, and 

phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this section, 

except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

40 ACRES OR THE EQUIVALENT - means 40 acres, a quarter-quarter section containing not 

less than 30 acres, or a government lot containing not less than 30 acres. 

AS-BUILT PLANS - means construction plans revised as necessary to reflect all approved field 

changes. 

BLOCK - means an area of land within a subdivision that is entirely bounded by streets or the 

exterior boundary or boundaries of the subdivision. 

BUILDING LINE or SETBACK LINE - means a line measured parallel to the front lot line at a 

distance equal to the required front yard as specified in the Zoning Chapter.  No buildings are 

allowed between the front lot line and the building setback line. 

CAPTION - means the name by which the plat is legally and commonly known. 

COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT - means a planned commercial center providing building 

areas, parking areas, service areas, screen planting and widening, turning movement and safety 

lane street improvements. 

CROSSWALKWAY or PEDESTRIANWAYS - means a right-of-way, dedicated to public use, 

which crosses a block to facilitate pedestrian access to adjacent streets and lots or parcels of land. 

CUL-DE-SAC - means a street of short length having one end terminated by a vehicular 

turnaround. 

DEDICATION - means the intentional appropriation of land by the owner to public use. 

FLOODPLAIN - means that area of land adjoining a river or stream which will be inundated by 

a 100-year flood.  A 100-year flood has a one percent chance of occurring or being exceeded in 

any given year. 

GREENBELT or BUFFER PARK - means a strip or parcel of land, privately restricted or 

publicly dedicated as open space, consisting of evergreen trees or shrubs which are a minimum 

three feet in height, but capable of attaining growth to at least six feet in height, and which are 

spaced so as to provide a continuous visual screen from adjacent properties. 

IMPROVEMENTS - means any structure incident to servicing or furnishing facilities for a plat 

such as grading, street surfacing, curb and gutter, driveway approaches, sidewalks, 

crosswalkways, water mains and lines, sanitary sewers, storm sewers, culverts, bridges, utilities, 

lagoons, slips, waterways, lakes, bays, canals and other appropriate items, with appurtenant 

construction. 
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INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT - means a planned industrial area designed specifically for 

industrial use providing screened buffers, wider streets and turning movement and other safety 

street improvements, where necessary.  The term “industrial development” shall include 

industrial parks. 

LAND DIVISION ACT - means Public Act No. 288 of 1967 (MCL 560.101 et seq.).  

LAND USE PLAN - means the Township master plan, as amended. 

LEGAL RECORD - means the circumstance where the legal description of a lot or parcel of land 

has been recorded as part of a document of record in the office of the county register of deeds. 

LOT - means a measured portion of a parcel or tract of land, which is described and fixed in a 

recorded plat. 

 LOT DEPTH - means the horizontal distance measured perpendicular to the front lot line, 

between the front line and the rear lot line, as such terms are defined in the Zoning 

Chapter.  In case of irregularly shaped lots, the average of the maximum depth and 

minimum depth shall be used. 

 LOT WIDTH - means the horizontal distance parallel to the front lot line between 

opposing side lot lines, as such terms are defined in the Zoning Chapter. 

OUTLOT - means, when included within the boundary of a recorded plat, a lot set aside for 

purposes other than a development site, park, or other land dedicated to public use or reserved to 

private use. 

PARCEL - means a continuous area or acreage of land which can be described as provided for in 

the land division act. 

PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT - means a development which is governed by and in 

compliance with the planned unit development provisions of the Zoning Chapter. 

PLAT -means a map or chart of a subdivision of land. 

A. FINAL PLAT - means the final map of a subdivision in a form ready for final approval 

and recording. 

B. PRELIMINARY PLAT - means a map showing the salient features of a proposed 

subdivision submitted to an approving authority for purposes of preliminary 

consideration. 

PROPRIETOR, SUBDIVIDER, or DEVELOPER - means an individual, firm, association, 

partnership, corporation, or combination of any of them that holds an interest in land, whether 

recorded or not. 
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PUBLIC OPEN SPACE - means land dedicated to or reserved for use by the general public.  It 

includes, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, parks, recreation areas, school sites, 

community or public development sites, streets and public parking spaces. 

PUBLIC UTILITY - means a person, firm, corporation, copartnership, or municipal or other 

public authority providing gas, electricity, water, steam, telephone, sewer, or other services of a 

similar nature. 

REPLAT - means the process of changing, as well as the map or plat which changes, the 

boundaries of a recorded plat or part thereof.  The legal dividing of an outlot within a recorded 

plat, without changing the exterior boundaries of the outlot, is not a replat. 

RIGHT-OF-WAY - means land reserved, used, or to be used for a street, alley, or other public 

purposes. 

SIGHT DISTANCE - means the unobstructed vision on a horizontal plane as determined by 

MDOT or the county road commission. 

STREET - means a public dedicated right-of-way, other than an alley, which affords the 

principal means of access to abutting property. 

A. COUNTY LOCAL ROAD.  The county local roads collect and distribute traffic to and 

from higher classification roads, with curb cuts providing increased access to adjacent 

property but decreasing overall traffic mobility.  County local roads may be paved or 

graveled and generally have speed limits in the 35- to 55-mph range. 

B. COUNTY PRIMARY ROAD.  The county primary roads serve longer trips within urban 

areas or link adjacent population centers.  County primary roads are designed to 

accommodate moderate to large traffic volumes, at a range of design speeds generally 

between 35 to 55 miles per hour, with access to adjacent development usually provided, 

although some design constraints affect the extent of access.  County primary roads are 

designated as either class A for all weather or all season roads, or class B for seasonal 

roads. 

C. STATE TRUNK LINE.  The state trunk lines are under the jurisdiction of MDOT, 

existing primarily for the movement of regional traffic between communities but 

allowing some direct access to adjacent properties. 

D. SUBDIVISION STREET.  Subdivision streets are located within subdivisions. 

STREET WIDTH - means the shortest distance between the lines delineating the right-of-way of 

the street. 

SUBDIVIDE or SUBDIVISION - means the partitioning or splitting of a parcel or tract of land 

by the proprietor thereof, or by the proprietor’s heirs, executors, administrators, legal 

representatives, successors or assigns, for the purpose of sale, or lease of more than one year, or 

of building development, that results in one or more parcels of less than 40 acres or the 

equivalent, and that is not exempted from the platting requirements of the land division act.  This 
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does not include a property transfer between two or more adjacent parcels, if the property taken 

from one parcel is added to an adjacent parcel; and any resulting parcel shall not be considered a 

building site unless the parcel conforms to the requirements of this chapter and the Zoning 

Chapter.   

SURVEYOR - means a professional licensed surveyor who is registered in the state as a 

registered land surveyor, or a civil engineer who is registered in the state as a registered 

professional engineer. 

TOPOGRAPHICAL MAP - means a map showing existing physical characteristics, with contour 

lines at sufficient intervals to permit determination of proposed grades and drainage. 

TOWNSHIP ENGINEER - means any person designated by the Township Board to perform on 

the behalf of the Township any review of subdivision plans or the preparation of any plans and 

specifications for or to oversee the construction of any improvements or designs provided for in 

this chapter. 

TRACT - means two or more parcels that share a common property line and are under the same 

ownership. 

 Compliance. 

After the date of this chapter, no person shall subdivide or resubdivide land within the Township, 

or commence construction of any building or improvement of such land, prior to the final 

approval of the preliminary plat by the Township Board, and approval of final construction 

plans.  Nothing in this chapter shall be deemed to prevent the Township from instituting 

appropriate actions at law or equity to restrain, correct or abate threatened or continued 

violations of these regulations. 

 Administration. 

The approval provisions of this chapter shall be administered by the Township Board in 

accordance with the land division act. 

 Schedule of fees. 

 A schedule of fees for the administration of this chapter shall be established by resolution 

of the Township Board.  The fees shall be submitted by the subdivider to the Township at 

the time of submission of the proposed subdivision for preliminary and final approval, or 

as soon thereafter as the Township can calculate the fees and advise the subdivider of 

those fees. 

 Preliminary and final review fees, engineering fees, attorney fees, water and sewer 

assessments and connection fees, and other Township fees and costs shall be paid to the 

Township as follows: 

(1) Fees for preliminary and final plat review, construction plan review, construction 

review, municipal review and administration, special planning commission or 
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Township Board meetings, and attorney review shall be in accordance with a 

schedule of fees adopted by resolution of the Township Board. 

(2) Charges for water and sewer connection shall be as established by ordinance or 

resolution. 

(3) All assessments as may be required or as have been established under provisions 

in other ordinances or resolutions of the Township, including special assessments 

and deferred assessments, for existing public improvements which lie within or 

serve lots within a proposed subdivision, shall be fully paid prior to final plat 

approval. 

(4) Any other Township cost, if not included in a schedule adopted by the Township 

Board or by ordinance and if the cost is incurred by the Township in reviewing or 

monitoring any subdivision. 

 

Platting Procedure 

 Preapplication review meetings. 

The proprietor may request that a preapplication review meeting take place by submitting a 

written request to the chairperson of the county plat board and submitting copies of a concept 

plan for the preliminary plat to the Township and to each officer or agency entitled to review the 

preliminary plat under sections 113 to 118 of the land division act (MCL 560.113-560.118).  A 

preapplication review meeting shall take place not later than 30 days after the written request and 

concept plan are received.  The meeting shall be attended by the proprietor, representatives of 

each officer or agency entitled to review the preliminary plat under sections 113, 114, and 118 of 

the land division act (MCL 560.113, 560.114, 560.118), and a representative of the Township.  

Representatives of each agency entitled to review the preliminary plat under sections 115 to 117 

of the land division act (MCL 560.115-560.117) shall be informed of the meeting and may 

attend.  The purpose of the meeting is to conduct an informal review of the proprietor’s concept 

plan for the preliminary plat. 

 Submission of preliminary plat for tentative approval. 

The procedure for submittal and tentative approval of the preliminary plat is as follows: 

 Submittal to Township Clerk.  The proprietor shall submit ten copies of the proposed 

preliminary plat to the Township Clerk, together with payment of preliminary plat review 

fees.  The date of filing shall be that date when all data is received and review fees paid. 

 Submittal of proposed covenants and deed restrictions.  The proprietor shall submit ten 

copies of any proposed covenants and deed restrictions, or a statement in writing that 

none are proposed.  If common areas are to be reserved for use of the residents of the 

subdivision, ten copies of an agreement showing how the area will be maintained shall 

also be submitted. 
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 Statement of proposed use.  The proprietor shall submit a statement indicating the 

proposed use of the subdivision.  To allow consideration of the effect of the subdivision 

on traffic, fire hazards, congestion of population and demands on public services, the 

proprietor shall also submit a description of any type of residential buildings, the number 

of dwelling units contemplated or the type of business or industry contemplated. 

 Identification and descriptions.  The preliminary plat shall include the following: 

(1) The proposed name of the subdivision. 

(2) The location by section, town and range or by other legal description. 

(3) The names, addresses and telephone numbers of the proprietor and the surveyor 

or whoever designed the subdivision layout. 

(4) The seal of the surveyor. 

(5) All contiguous holdings of the proprietor with an indication of the portion which 

is proposed to be subdivided, accompanied by an affidavit of ownership.  The 

affidavit shall include the dates the respective holdings of land were acquired, 

together with the liber and page of each conveyance to the present owner as 

recorded in the county register of deeds office.  The affidavit shall advise as to the 

legal owner of the property, the contract owner of the property, the date the 

contract of sale was executed, and, if any corporations are involved, a complete 

list of all directors and officers of each corporation. 

(6) The scale of the plat, for which the minimum acceptable scale is one inch to equal 

100 feet. 

(7) The preparation date. 

(8) The north point. 

 Existing conditions.  The preliminary plat shall include the following: 

(1) An overall area map showing the relationship of the subdivision to surrounding 

areas within one-half mile.  Information on the area map shall include such things 

as section lines and/or county primary roads.  The minimum acceptable scale for 

such map is one inch to equal 800 feet. 

(2) The boundary line of the proposed subdivision, the section or corporation lines 

within or adjacent to the parcel, and the overall property dimensions. 

(3) Identification of adjacent parcels of subdivided and unsubdivided land shown in 

relation to the parcel being proposed for subdivision, including those of areas 

across abutting streets. 
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(4) The location, widths, and names of existing or prior platted streets and private 

streets, and public and private easements within or adjacent to the parcel being 

proposed for subdivision, including those located across abutting streets. 

(5) The location of existing sewers, water mains, storm drains, and other underground 

facilities within or adjacent to the parcel being proposed for subdivision. 

(6) The topography drawn as contours with an interval of not more than two feet.  

Elevations shall be based on United States Geological Survey data. 

(7) For a subdivision that is lying within a flood hazard area as identified by the state, 

the county drain commissioner, or the Federal Emergency Management Agency, 

base flood elevation data shall be provided.  The base flood elevation shall 

indicate the anticipated high-water level during a flood having a one percent 

chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. 

(8) Significant natural and manmade features which could influence the layout and 

design of the subdivision. 

 Proposed conditions.  The preliminary plat shall include the following: 

(1) The layout of streets indicating proposed street names, right-of-way widths and 

connections with adjoining platted streets and also the widths and location of 

easements and public walkways.  Street names shall be indicated as approved by 

the Township and the county planning commission. 

(2) The layout, numbers, and dimensions of lots, including building setback lines 

showing dimensions. 

(3) An indication of any parcels or partial parcels of land intended to be dedicated or 

set aside for public use or for the use of property owners in the subdivision. 

(4) An indication of the ownership and the existing and proposed use of any parcel 

identified as excepted on the preliminary plat.  If the proprietor has an interest in 

or owns any parcel so identified as excepted, the preliminary plat shall indicate 

how this parcel could be developed in accordance with the requirements of the 

existing zoning district in which it is located and with an acceptable relationship 

to the layout of the proposed preliminary plat. 

(5) An indication of the system proposed for sewage by a method meeting the 

requirements of the Township Board, the county health department, and the 

EGLE. 

(6) An indication of the system proposed for water supply by a method meeting the 

requirements of the Township Board, the county health department, and the 

EGLE. 

(7) An indication of storm drainage method and disposal area. 
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(8) In a case where a proprietor wishes to subdivide a given area but wishes to begin 

with only a portion of the total area, the preliminary plat shall include the 

proposed general layout for the entire area.  The part which is proposed to be 

subdivided first shall be clearly superimposed upon the overall plan in order to 

illustrate clearly the method of development which the proprietor intends to 

follow. 

 Letter to school board.  The proprietor shall provide a letter or document from the school 

board or school superintendent indicating awareness of the proposed subdivision. 

 Variances requested at time of submission.  Any anticipated variance from the provisions 

of this chapter must be requested in writing upon the submission of the preliminary plat. 

 Review by planning commission.  Preliminary plat review procedure by the planning 

commission is as follows: 

(1) The Township Clerk shall place the preliminary plat on the agenda of the 

planning commission.  Notice shall be sent to the proprietor by registered mail, of 

the time and place of such meeting, not less than 15 days before the date fixed 

therefor.  Regular mail notice of the time and place of the meeting shall be mailed 

to the owners of land immediately adjoining the platted land and within 300 feet, 

according to the names which appear on the records of the Township Assessor, 

and such notice shall be published in a newspaper of general circulation in the 

Township, all not less than 15 days before the date. 

(2) The planning commission shall review the preliminary plat and other documents 

submitted with it, and shall receive and consider any comments from any 

involved Township official and from any person present at the meeting.  

Specifically, the preliminary plat shall be submitted to the Township Fire Chief, 

the Township water and sewer department, and the Township engineer, all of 

whom shall make written reports to the planning commission.  All persons 

attending the meeting shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to address the 

planning commission concerning the proposed plat under such rules as the 

planning commission may establish for the reasonable conduct of its business.  If 

the preliminary plat meets all conditions required to be met, the planning 

commission shall recommend to the Township Board tentative approval of the 

preliminary plat. 

(3) If the preliminary plat does not meet all the required conditions, the planning 

commission shall notify the proprietor of this fact by letter, giving its reasons for 

disapproval.  The Township Board shall receive a report of the findings by the 

planning commission and its recommendation for disapproval. 

(4) The planning commission shall file its report with the Township Clerk not more 

than 60 days after the filing date of the preliminary plat.  The 60-day period may 

be extended for a stated period if the proprietor consents in writing.  If no action 

is taken by the planning commission within 60 days, or within the period of time 
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consented to by the proprietor, the preliminary plat shall be deemed to have been 

recommended for approval to the Township Board by the planning commission.  

Upon receiving the report of the planning commission, or upon the passage of the 

time limitations provided for herein, whichever shall first occur, the Township 

Clerk shall place the preliminary plat upon the Township Board’s agenda for 

tentative approval. 

 Review by the Township Board.  Preliminary plat review procedure by the Township 

Board is as follows: 

(1) The Township Board shall tentatively approve and note its approval on the copy 

of the preliminary plat, or tentatively approve it subject to conditions and note its 

approval and conditions on the copy of the preliminary plat, to be returned to the 

proprietor, or set forth in writing its reasons for rejection and requirements for 

tentative approval, within the following time period, as applicable: 

(a) Within 60 days after it was submitted to the Township Clerk, if a 

preapplication review meeting was conducted under section 240-8. 

(b) Within 90 days after it was submitted to the clerk, if a preapplication 

review meeting was not conducted under section 240-8. 

(2) Tentative approval by the Township Board shall confer upon the proprietor, for a 

period of one year, approval of lot sizes, lot orientation and street layout.  Such 

time may be extended if applied for by the proprietor and consented to, in writing, 

by the Township. 

 Submission of preliminary plat for final approval. 

The procedure for submittal and final approval of the preliminary plat and final approval of the 

detailed plans for all improvements within the proposed subdivision is as follows: 

 Filing.  The filing procedure for the preliminary plat is as follows: 

(1) Ten copies of the preliminary plat of the proposed subdivision, together with an 

8½-inch by 11-inch reduced reproduction of the preliminary plat, payment of 

review fees and a written application, shall be submitted to the Township Board.  

The Township Board shall consider the preliminary plat at its next meeting or 

within 20 days of the date of submission.  If the preliminary plat is not submitted 

at least ten working days, excluding weekends and holidays, before the next 

regular Township Board meeting, the Township Board shall have the option of 

scheduling a special meeting to consider the preliminary plat, at the proprietor’s 

expense.  The cost of such a special meeting shall be established according to the 

terms of this chapter.  Rather than require the Township Board to schedule a 

special meeting to consider the preliminary plat, the proprietor may give the 

Township a written extension of the review period until the next regular 

Township Board meeting which is at least ten working days after the submission 

of the preliminary plat, or such later date as the proprietor may desire. 
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(2) The preliminary plat submitted for final approval shall conform substantially to 

the preliminary plat as tentatively approved, and it may constitute only that 

portion of the approved preliminary plat which the proprietor proposes to record 

and develop at the time.  However, such portion shall conform to this chapter. 

(3) The proprietor shall also submit ten sets of detailed working drawings and 

calculations showing plans for grading, drainage structures, all proposed utilities 

(including a street lighting plan), street construction plans (including traffic 

control devices) for streets within and adjoining the plat and soil erosion and 

sedimentation measures. 

(4) Utility plans shall be prepared and sealed by a state-licensed professional 

engineer. 

(5) The proprietor shall provide proof of approval of plats from each of the necessary 

authorities required for approval in the land division act. 

 Contents.  The contents of detailed working drawings and plans of the preliminary plat 

shall be as follows: 

(1) Working drawings/plans submitted shall be on white prints with blue or black 

lines.  The prints shall be at least 24 inches by 36 inches. 

(2) For projects or subdivisions having more than one sheet of working 

drawings/plans, a general plan having a scale of one inch to equal 100 feet shall 

be provided, showing the overall project or subdivision and indicating the location 

of all improvements shown in the detailed plans.  Street names, street and 

easement widths, lot lines, lot dimensions and lot numbers shall be shown on all 

plans.  Superimposed on this general plan shall be two-foot contours of the area 

and the area outside the boundaries of the proposed subdivision to the extent 

necessary to demonstrate that the drainage patterns of adjacent properties will not 

be adversely affected.  Detailed plan sheets showing all improvements should be 

prepared at a scale of one inch to equal 40 feet. 

(3) All sewers and water mains shall be shown in the plan and profiled.  Profiles of 

sewers and water mains shall indicate the size, class of pipe and slope; the invert 

of the sewer shall also be shown.  The profiles shall also indicate the existing 

ground along the route of the sewers and water mains and the proposed easement 

grade, or existing or proposed top of curb or centerline of pavement grades, the 

profiles shall indicate if the curb centerline is being used.  The location of 

compacted granular backfill required shall be indicated on the profiles together 

with other intersecting, existing or proposed utilities. 

(4) Elevations shall be based on United States Geological Survey data.  There shall be 

at least two benchmarks established within the site, and at least two benchmarks 

shall be shown on each plan sheet. 
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(5) Finished grades of utility structures shall be indicated on the plan or profiled for 

all utilities. 

 Construction drawings.  When construction drawings are submitted to the Township for 

approval they shall include all proposed construction within the development.  All 

required improvements shall be shown to the boundaries of the subdivision.  A complete 

plan shall generally include sidewalks, water mains, sanitary sewers, storm sewers, 

streetlight locations, signs, and paving.  A single plan submittal cannot be approved 

without all other utilities shown. 

 Upon approval, the Township will be provided with three copies.  When the complete set 

of plans is approved, three sets of plans shall be provided to the Township before 

construction may begin. 

 Review.  The preliminary plats will be reviewed for compliance with the following: 

(1) The detailed working drawings/plans and calculations shall be reviewed by the 

Township for compliance with the land division act, the Township construction 

standards and other applicable codes and ordinances, including this chapter. 

(2) The preliminary plat shall be reviewed by the Township for compliance with the 

approved tentative preliminary plat, the land use plan, the Zoning Chapter, this 

chapter, any other Township ordinances, and the Township’s master utility plans. 

 Final approval.  Final approval or disapproval procedure of the preliminary plat and the 

time limit for effectiveness of approval is as follows: 

(1) The Township Board shall take timely action on the preliminary plat upon receipt 

of the review recommendations outlined in this chapter.   

(2) If the preliminary plat conforms substantially to the plat tentatively approved by 

the Township Board, meets all conditions laid down for final approval, and has 

been approved by the necessary agencies specified in the land division act, the 

Township Board shall approve the preliminary plat. 

(3) The Township Clerk shall promptly notify the proprietor of approval or rejection 

of the preliminary plat, in writing.  If rejected, reasons shall be given. 

(4) Final approval of the preliminary plat shall be effective for a period of two years 

from the date of approval.  The two-year period may be extended if an extension 

is applied for by the proprietor and granted by the Township Board, in writing. 

(5) No installation or construction of any improvement shall be made before the 

preliminary plat has received final approval of the Township Board and the 

detailed working drawings/plans have been certified to conform to Township 

construction standards and approved by the Township.  The proprietor shall be 

responsible for obtaining all necessary construction permits from the involved 

regulatory agencies prior to the start of construction. 
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 Final plat approval. 

The procedure for submittal and final approval of the final plat is as follows: 

 Filing.  The filing procedure for final plat approval is as follows: 

(1) One Mylar copy and three paper prints of the final plat and an 8 ½-inch by 11-

inch reduced reproduction of the final plat shall be filed by the proprietor with the 

Township Clerk.  The proprietor shall deposit such sums of money as the 

Township Board may require under this chapter or by other ordinances. 

(2) Two paper prints and one Mylar copy of “as-built” plans for utilities and other 

improvements shall be filed by the proprietor with the Township Clerk. 

(3) The final plat shall comply with provisions of the land division act. 

(4) The proprietor shall submit, as evidence of title, a policy of title insurance for 

examination in order to ascertain whether or not the proper parties have signed the 

plat. 

(5) The proprietor shall provide a copy of the receipts from the Township Treasurer 

indicating that all connection charges, assessments, engineering fees and any 

other Township costs as required by this chapter and other ordinances have been 

paid.  The final plat shall not be signed by the Township representative prior to 

such payment. 

(6) With the specific consent of the Township Board, final plat approval may be 

authorized prior to the completion of all the improvements required by these 

regulations.  In lieu of completion, the Township Board may require the 

proprietor to deposit with the Township Clerk a true copy of an acceptable 

agreement showing the proprietor has deposited with a bank or other agent 

acceptable to the Township sufficient funds to guarantee payment for faithful 

completion of all improvements as required by these regulations and in the same 

manner as provided in this chapter. 

(7) The Township Board shall review all recommendations and take action on the 

final plat at its next regular meeting or within 20 days of its date of filing.  The 

date of filing shall be that date on which all required information has been 

provided. 

 Review.  The final plats will be reviewed for compliance with the following: 

(1) The final plat shall be reviewed by the Township as to compliance with the 

approved preliminary plat and approved plans for utilities and other 

improvements. 

(2) The final plat shall conform substantially to the preliminary plat as approved and 

it may constitute only that portion of the approved preliminary plat which the 
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proprietor proposed to record and develop at the time.  However, such portion 

shall conform to this chapter. 

 Approval.  Upon approval of the final plat, the following procedure shall apply: 

(1) Upon the approval of the final plat by the Township Board, subsequent approvals 

shall follow the procedure set forth in the land division act. 

(2) When all necessary improvements have been approved and accepted by the 

Township Board, or in lieu thereof specific consent authorized by the Township 

Board, a certified approved copy of the final plat shall be transmitted by the 

Township Clerk to the clerk of the county plat board. 

 

Subdivision Design Standards 

 Streets—Minimum requirements. 

The provisions of this article shall be the minimum requirements for streets and intersections.  If 

any other public agency having jurisdiction, including the county road commission, shall adopt 

any statute, ordinance, rule or regulation imposing additional, different, or more rigorous 

requirements, then the provisions of such statute, ordinance, rule or regulation shall govern. 

 Streets—Requirements within plats. 

The streets within a plat shall be designed and laid out as follows: 

 Dedication.  All streets shall be dedicated to public use unless the proprietor presents 

valid and sufficient reasons to justify a private road, such as maintenance, traffic control 

or privacy, and unless there are no detrimental effects with respect to access to adjoining 

lands. 

 Location and arrangements.  If a capital improvements program has been adopted by the 

Township, subdivision streets shall conform with it. 

 Continuation and extension.  Streets shall be arranged to provide for the continuation of 

existing streets from adjoining areas into new subdivisions.  An exception to this 

requirement may be granted by the Township Board on recommendation from the 

planning commission. 

 Stub streets.  Where adjoining lands are not subdivided, the Township Board may require 

that streets in the proposed plat be extended to the boundary line of the proposed plat to 

make provision for the future projection of such streets onto adjoining lands. 

 Relation to topography.  Streets shall be arranged in proper relation to the plat 

topography so as to result in usable lots, safe streets, reasonable gradients, efficient 

drainage and utility systems, and a minimum number of streets necessary to provide 

convenient and safe access. 
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 Traffic separation.  The Township Board may require such other street arrangements as 

may be deemed necessary for the adequate protection of residential properties and to 

provide for separation of through and local traffic. 

 Cul-de-sac streets.  A cul-de-sac shall meet all of the requirements for culs-de-sac which 

have been instituted at such time by the county road commission. 

 Half-streets.  Half-streets (i.e., having only one-half of the required street right-of-way) 

are prohibited unless the Township Board, on recommendation from the planning 

commission, determines unusual circumstances make half-streets essential to the 

reasonable development of a parcel in conformance with this chapter, and unless 

satisfactory assurance for dedication of the remaining part of the street is provided.  

Whenever a parcel to be subdivided borders on an existing half or partial street, the other 

part of the street shall be dedicated within such parcel in accordance with the 

requirements of the county road commission. 

 Railroad or limited-access highway right-of-way.  Should a proposed subdivision border 

on or contain a railroad or a limited-access highway right-of-way, the Township Board 

may require the location of streets approximately parallel to and on each side of such 

right-of-way at distances suitable for the development of an appropriate use of the 

intervening land, such as for parks in residential districts.  Such distances shall be 

determined with due consideration of the minimum distance required for approach grades 

to future grade separation. 

 Existing street frontage.  Whenever the area to be subdivided has existing street frontage, 

such street shall be suitably improved. 

 Access streets.  A subdivision or an extension of an existing subdivision shall be platted 

so as to provide sufficient access streets. 

 On-street parking.  On-street parking of vehicles will generally be allowed only on one 

side of subdivision streets, unless the Township Board, upon recommendation of the 

planning commission, determines that other parking regulations should apply. 

 Conformance with land use plan.  The proposed subdivision shall conform to the various 

elements of the land use plan and shall be considered in relation to the existing and 

planned streets. 

 Streets—Specifications. 

The streets within a plat shall be constructed by the following specifications: 

 Right-of-way and pavement widths.  Street right-of-way and pavement widths shall be as 

required by any Township capital improvements program, the county road commission 

and the state department of transportation, whichever applicable requirements are the 

greatest. 
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 Gradients.  A street grade shall not exceed seven percent, unless the proprietor presents 

valid and sufficient reasons to justify a steeper grade.  No street grade shall be less than 

0.6 percent on streets with bituminous curbing and no less than 0.4 percent on streets 

with concrete curbing. 

 Alignment.  The following are specifications for the alignment of streets: 

(1) Horizontal alignment.  When street lines deflect from each other by more than ten 

degrees in alignment, the centerlines shall be connected by a curve with a 

minimum radius of 500 feet for county primary roads, 300 feet for county local 

roads and 100 feet for subdivision streets.  Between reverse curves, there shall be 

a minimum tangent distance on subdivision streets of 50 feet, and on county 

primary and county local roads a minimum tangent distance of 200 feet. 

(2) Vertical curve.  All streets shall comply with the MDOT rules and regulations 

concerning vertical curves and sight distances. 

(3) Pavement centerline.  The centerline of pavement shall coincide with the 

centerline of the right-of-way, except for irregular right-of-way widths approved 

by the Township Board. 

 Streets—Names and signs. 

 Street names.  Street names shall not duplicate any existing street name in the county, 

except where a new street is a continuation of an existing street.  Street names that may 

be spelled differently but sound the same are also prohibited.  All new streets shall be 

named as follows: 

(1) Streets with predominant north-south directions shall be named avenue or road; 

(2) Streets with predominant east-west directions shall be named street or highway; 

(3) Meandering streets shall be named drive, lane, path or trail; and 

(4) Cul-de-sac shall be named circle, court, way or place. 

 Signs.  Street name signs shall be placed at all street intersections in accordance with the 

requirements of the county road commission.  Other signs such as no parking signs, stop 

or yield signs, speed limit signs, and warning signs will be required in conformance with 

the state manual of uniform traffic control devices.  Appropriate pavement markings shall 

also be provided.  All signs and traffic control devices shall be indicated on the street 

layout plan for the subdivision. 
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 Intersections. 

All intersections within a plat shall be designed, laid out, specified, and constructed as follows: 

 Angle.  Streets shall intersect at 90 degrees or as closely thereto as practical, and in no 

case shall the angle of intersection be less than 80 degrees. 

 Sight triangle.  The minimum sight distance at all street intersections shall permit 

vehicles to be visible to the driver of another vehicle when each is 100 feet from the 

center of the intersection. 

 Limited number of streets.  No more than two streets shall cross at any one intersection. 

 T-type.  Intersections of the T-type shall be used if practical where streets intersect. 

 Centerline offset.  Slight jogs at intersections shall be eliminated where practical.  Where 

such jogs cannot be practically avoided, street centerlines shall be offset by a distance of 

125 feet or more. 

 Vertical alignment.  A nearly flat grade with appropriate drainage slopes is required 

within intersections.  This flat section shall be carried back at least 50 feet each way from 

the intersection.  All allowance of two percent maximum intersection grade in rolling and 

four percent maximum intersection grade in hilly terrain shall be permitted. 

 Width.  Curved subdivision streets, when intersecting a county primary or a county local 

road, shall do so with a centerline tangent length of at least 50 feet, measured from the 

right-of-way line of the county primary or county local road.  Where a subdivision street 

intersects a county primary or a county local road, the subdivision street shall be widened 

as may be required to provide for turning movements.  A widening may be required on 

county primary or county local roads between approaches if the distance between 

intersecting subdivision streets is less than 250 feet.  A widening of the county primary or 

county local roads will be required on the opposite side if the conditions so indicate. 

 Separate accesses. 

If a plat will have more than 24 dwelling units, then the plat must have at least two separate 

accesses from a public right-of-way.  These separate accesses must be at least 300 feet from each 

other, measured along one or more public rights-of-way. 

 Construction materials, curb and gutter. 

All streets within a plat shall consist of the following materials as is hereinafter provided: 

 Surface and subbase materials.  Streets within a plat shall be constructed with surface 

and subbase materials according to and as required by the standards of the county road 

commission. 
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 Curb and gutter.  Subdivision streets shall have a two-foot-wide bituminous wedge curb 

to facilitate drainage, unless the county road commission requires otherwise.  All other 

streets shall have concrete curb and gutter.  The minimum curb radius shall be 25 feet for 

intersections of subdivision streets and 30 feet at intersections involving county primary 

or county local roads. 

 Pedestrianways. 

All pedestrianways within a plat shall be designed, laid out, specified, and constructed as 

follows: 

 Crosswalkways.  Rights-of-way for pedestrians in the middle of long blocks shall be 

provided where necessary to obtain convenient pedestrian circulation to schools, parks or 

shopping areas.  The right-of-way shall be at least 15 feet wide and extended through the 

entire block, and it shall be established in the nature of an easement for this purpose. 

 Sidewalks. Sufficient public rights-of-way shall be provided so that sidewalks or 

nonmotorized pathways (i.e., pathways intended to be used by nonmotorized devices 

such as a bicycle rather than by motorized vehicles or pedestrians) may be installed on 

both sides of all streets. 

(1) When required.  Sidewalks shall be required when the Township Board decides 

they are necessary to facilitate safe and convenient travel from a pedestrian 

generator such as an existing or proposed school, park, institution, work place, 

neighborhood commercial area, or developed residential neighborhood. 

(2) Sidewalk thickness. Concrete sidewalks shall be not less than four feet in width 

and not less than five inches in thickness, but not less than six inches in thickness 

at driveways. The location for sidewalks shall be in the right-of-way, one foot 

from the right-of-way line. 

(3) Nonmotorized pathway. The minimum cross section for nonmotorized pathways 

shall be 12 inches of MDOT class II granular subbase material compacted in 

place to 95 percent maximum unit weight and six inches of 22A aggregate base 

material compacted in place to 98 percent maximum unit weight, with a 

bituminous surface of at least #240/square/yard placed in two lifts. 

 Easements. 

Easements shall be provided within a plat as follows: 

 Location of utility easements.  Location of utility line easements shall be provided along 

the rear and side lot lines as necessary for utility lines.  Easements shall give access to 

every lot, park or public grounds.  Such easements shall be a total of not less than 40 feet 

wide if for the installation of sewer, or not less than 20 feet wide if no sewer is to be 

installed in such easements.  Clearing will be required only to the extent required for 

installation of the utilities. 
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 Notification of utilities.  Recommendations on the proposed layout of telephone and 

electric company easements shall be sought from all the utility companies serving the 

area.  The proprietor shall submit copies of the approved preliminary plat to all 

appropriate utilities. 

 Easements for streetlight dropouts.  Easements three feet in width shall be provided 

where needed along side lot lines so as to provide for streetlight dropouts.  Prior to the 

approval of the final plat for a proposed subdivision, a statement shall be obtained from 

the appropriate utility indicating that easements have been provided along specific lots.  

A notation shall be made on the final plat, indicating the following:  “The side lot lines 

between lots … (indicate lot numbers) … are subject to streetlight dropout rights granted 

to the … (utility) … company.” 

 Drainageway.  The subdivider shall provide drainageway easements as required by the 

rules of the county drain commissioner. 

 Blocks. 

The blocks within a plat shall be designed and laid out as follows: 

 Arrangements.  A block shall be so designed as to provide two tiers of lots, except where 

lots back onto a state trunk line, county primary road, natural feature or subdivision 

boundary. 

 Minimum length.  Blocks shall not be less than 500 feet long from center of street to 

center of street. 

 Maximum length.  The maximum length allowed for a residential block shall be 1,400 

feet long from center of street to center of street. 

 Lots. 

All lots within a plat shall be designed and laid out as follows: 

 Conform to zoning.  The lot width, depth, and area shall not be less than required by the 

Zoning Chapter for the zone in which the plat is located, except where outlots are 

provided for some permitted purpose. 

 Lot lines.  Side lot lines shall be as close to right angles to straight streets and radial to 

curved streets as practical. 

 Depth related to width.  The lot depth shall not exceed four times the lot width.  An 

exception to this limitation may be granted by the Township Board on recommendation 

from the planning commission, based upon a consideration of the following factors: 

(1) The topographical conditions of the lot; 

(2) The physical conditions of the lot; and 
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(3) The compatibility of the lot with surrounding land. 

 Corner lots.  Corner lots shall have an extra 50 feet of width to permit appropriate 

building setback from and orientation to both streets. 

 Uninhabitable areas.  Lands in the floodplain or otherwise deemed by the Township 

Board, on recommendation from the planning commission, to be uninhabitable shall not 

be platted for residential purposes, for any use which may increase the flood hazard, or 

for any use that may increase the danger to health, life, or property.  Such land within a 

subdivision shall be set aside for other uses, such as parks or other open space. 

 Outlot.  Any restrictions on the use of outlots shall be submitted to the Township Board 

for review and approval and shall be recorded at the time that the plat is recorded. 

 Backup lots.  Lots shall back into such features as limited access highways, shopping 

centers, or industrial properties, unless a secondary access is provided.  Such lots shall 

contain a landscaped easement along the rear lot line, at least 20 feet wide, to restrict 

access, to minimize noise and to protect outdoor living areas.  The landscaped easement 

shall not count toward satisfying the minimum lot size as established by the Zoning 

Chapter.  The portion of the landscaped easement on a particular lot shall be maintained 

by the owner of that lot.  See also the requirements for planting strips in the next section. 

 Lot division.  Further partition or division of lots must meet the following requirements: 

(1) Prohibition of division.  No lot, outlot or other parcel of land located in a recorded 

plat shall be further partitioned or divided unless such partition or division is first 

approved by the Township Board, after review and consideration by the planning 

commission.  No lot, outlot or other parcel of land located in a recorded plat shall 

be further partitioned or divided into more than four parts. 

(2) Application for permission.  Any proprietor who desires to partition or divide a 

lot, outlot or other parcel of land located in a recorded plat shall first make 

application to the Township Board in writing on such application form or forms 

as shall be provided by the Township.  The application shall be filed with the 

Township Clerk and shall include a detailed statement of the reasons for the 

requested partition or division and a sketch map or maps prepared in scale 

showing the proposed division or partition and all adjoining lots, streets and 

parcels of land. 

(3) Building permit.  No building permit shall be issued to any proprietor or any other 

person, firm, association, or corporation with reference to the lot, outlot or other 

parcel of land which is to be divided unless the partition or division shall first 

have been approved by the Township Board. 

(4) Division resulting in smaller area.  A division or partition of a lot, outlot or other 

parcel of land which is not served by public sewer and public water systems and 

which results in the creation of parcels containing a smaller area or width than is 

required by the land division act may be approved by the Township Board, in its 
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discretion, provided the parcels created by such division or partition which are 

smaller than those area and width requirements are contiguous with other lots or 

parcels owned by the proprietor which, when added to the parcels created by such 

division or partition, will comply with the area and width requirements of the land 

division act.  If approval of any such division or partition is granted pursuant to 

this subsection, then the parcel established by the division or partition and the 

contiguous lot or parcel of land required to meet the area and width requirements 

shall be considered as one building lot and parcel for all purposes and the owner 

shall, if required, sign an agreement in recordable form to this effect. 

(5) Conditions.  In granting its approval for any such requested division or partition, 

the Township Board may condition its approval with such reasonable conditions 

as shall be deemed desirable by the Township Board and which are in accordance 

with the purposes of the land division act. 

 Frontage.  All lots shall front upon a public street.  Private roads shall be prohibited 

unless approved pursuant to this chapter. 

 Planting strips; reserve strips; public sites; open spaces. 

Planting strips, reserve strips, public sites and open spaces shall be provided within the plat as 

follows: 

 Planting strips.  The Township may require planting strips to be placed next to 

incompatible features such as limited access highways, railroads, commercial uses, or 

industrial uses to screen the view from residential properties.  Such screens shall be a 

minimum of 20 feet wide, and they shall not be a part of the normal road right-of-way or 

utility easement or any lot.  See also the requirements for backup lots in section 240-

22.G. 

 Reserve strips.  A privately held reserve strip controlling access to streets is prohibited.  

The Township may require a one foot reserve to be placed at the end of stub or dead-end 

streets which terminate at subdivision boundaries.  These reserves shall be deeded in fee 

simple to the county road commission for future street purposes. 

 Public sites.  Where a proposed park, playground, school or other public use shown on 

the master plan is located in whole or in part within a plat, a suitable area for this purpose 

may be dedicated to the public or reserved for public purchase. 

 Open spaces.  Existing natural features which add value to residential development and 

enhance the attractiveness of the community (e.g., trees, watercourses, historic spots, and 

similar irreplaceable assets) shall be preserved, insofar as possible, in the design of the 

subdivision. 

 Large-scale developments. 

Large-scale developments shall be planned, developed and completed as follows: 
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 Modification.  This chapter may be modified in accordance with article 5 of this chapter 

in the case of a subdivision large enough to constitute a complete community or 

neighborhood, consistent with the land use plan.  Such a subdivision must provide and 

dedicate adequate public open space.  When fully developed and populated, the 

subdivision must meet any required needs for traffic circulation, recreation, education, 

light, air and service. 

 Neighborhood characteristics.  A community or neighborhood under this section shall be 

generally consistent with the land use plan, shall contain 500 living units or more, shall 

contain or be bounded by county primary or county local roads or natural physical 

barriers as necessary, and shall contain reserved areas of sufficient size to serve its 

population with schools, playgrounds, parks, and other public facilities.  Such reserves 

may be dedicated. 

 Commercial and industrial plats. 

Commercial and industrial plats specifically for commercial or industrial development, including 

shopping districts, wholesaling areas, and planned industrial districts, may be governed by 

modified design standards in accordance with article 5 of this chapter.  In all cases, however, 

adequate provision shall be made for off-street parking and loading areas as well as for traffic 

circulation. 

 

Subdivision Improvements 

 Purpose. 

It is the purpose of this article to specify the improvements which must be constructed by the 

subdivider as a condition precedent to final plat approval. 

 Plans. 

The subdivider of the proposed subdivision shall have prepared, by an engineer registered in the 

state, a complete set of construction plans, including without limitation profiles, cross sections, 

specifications, and other supporting data for all required streets, utilities, and other facilities.  

Such construction plans shall be based on preliminary plans approved with the preliminary plat 

and shall be prepared in conjunction with the final plat.  Before construction commences, all 

construction plans shall be approved by the Township and such other public agencies as are 

required by law.  All construction plans shall be prepared in accordance with the requirements, 

standards or specifications of such public agencies.  The Township Supervisor or other 

authorized agent may exercise discretion to require that the construction of any improvement be 

inspected during construction by such employees or agents of the Township as the Township 

Supervisor or other authorized agent shall designate.  The expense of any such inspection shall 

be paid by the subdivider. 
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 Procedure. 

When construction of an improvement has been completed at the time of filing the final plat, one 

complete copy of as-built engineering plans of each completed improvement shall be filed with 

the Township Clerk coincident with the filing of the final plat.   

 Required improvements. 

Every subdivider shall be required to install the following public and other improvements in 

accordance with the provisions of this section: 

 Monuments.  Monuments shall be set in accordance with the land division act and rules 

promulgated by the department of treasury or any successor agency having similar 

jurisdiction. 

 Streets.  All streets shall be constructed in accordance with the standards and 

specifications adopted by the county road commission and in accordance with this 

chapter. 

 Curbs and gutters.  All curbs and gutters shall be constructed in accordance with the 

standards and specifications adopted by the county road commission and in accordance 

with this chapter. 

 Public utilities.  Public utilities shall be located in accordance with the rules of the county 

road commission.  The proprietor shall make arrangements for all utility lines, such as 

telephone, electric, television, and other similar services distributed by wire or cable, to 

be placed entirely underground throughout a subdivided area, except for county primary 

roads and limited access highways.  Conduits or cables shall be placed within private 

easements provided to such service companies by the proprietor or within dedicated 

public ways.  All transformer boxes and similar devices shall be located so as not to be 

unsightly or hazardous to the public.  Overhead lines may be permitted only upon 

approval of the Township Board at the time of final approval of the preliminary plat, if 

the Township Board determines that overhead lines will not constitute a detriment to the 

health, safety, general welfare, plat design and character of the subdivision and the 

surrounding area.  All such facilities placed in dedicated public ways shall be planned so 

as to not conflict with other underground utilities.  All such facilities shall be constructed 

in accordance with standards of construction approved by the state public service 

commission or any successor agency having similar jurisdiction.  All drainage and 

underground utility installations which traverse privately owned property shall be 

protected by easements granted by the proprietor.  The underground work for all utilities 

shall be stubbed to the lot line of each premises served. 

 Driveways.  All driveway openings in curbs shall be constructed in accordance with the 

standards and specifications of the county road commission or the state department of 

transportation, based on which such public agency has jurisdiction, and, if applicable, any 

Township requirements pertaining to driveways. 
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 Storm drainage.  An adequate storm drainage system, including necessary storm sewers, 

drain inlets, manholes, culverts, bridges, and other appurtenances, shall be required.  The 

requirements for each subdivision shall be established by the county drain commissioner.  

The construction plans for each drainage system shall be approved by the county drain 

commissioner. 

 Water supply system.  A water distribution system consisting of appropriate water 

distribution mains, fire hydrants, and other water system appurtenances shall be provided 

by the subdivider.  This system shall meet all requirements of the county, the state, the 

Township, and any water supplier with which the Township has contracted for water 

supply.  If water transmission lines are adjacent to the subdivision, the subdivider shall 

connect the water system provided by the subdivider to such transmission lines.  If water 

transmission lines are not adjacent to the subdivision, then the Township Board may, in 

its discretion, require the subdivider to participate in and share, in whole or in part, the 

cost of extending such transmission lines to the subdivision.  After such extension is 

completed, the water system provided by the subdivider shall be connected to the water 

transmission lines by the subdivider. 

(1) If water transmission lines for a public water supply are not adjacent to or 

extended to the subdivision, as an alternative, the water distribution system may, 

with the approval of the Township Board after consultation with the planning 

commission, the Township engineer, and the county health department, be 

connected to a central well to be provided by the subdivider.  Such well shall be 

in conformance with all requirements of the county, the state, and the Township. 

(2) If water transmission lines for a public water supply are not adjacent to or 

extended to the subdivision, and if no central wells are provided, then the 

Township Board may, in its discretion, require that the subdivider execute an 

agreement agreeing to the imposition of a special assessment to cover the 

subdivision’s share of the cost of providing the necessary public water facilities to 

extend a public water supply to the subdivision as well as the cost of connecting 

such facilities to the subdivision water system.  Such agreement shall be prepared 

by the Township and shall be in such form as shall be necessary, in the reasonable 

opinion of the Township Attorney, to effectuate the purposes of this provision. 

(3) If a water distribution system is required of the subdivider by the Township 

Board, the minimum construction standards shall be established by the Township. 

 Sanitary sewer.  When connection to a public sanitary sewer system is probable within a 

reasonable period of time, a sanitary sewer system consisting of appropriate sewer lines, 

lift stations, and other sanitary sewer system appurtenances shall be provided by the 

subdivider.  This system shall meet all requirements of the county, the state, the 

Township, and any agency with which the Township has contracted for the treatment and 

disposal of its sewage.  If sanitary sewer transmission lines are adjacent to the 

subdivision, the subdivider shall connect the sanitary sewer system provided by the 

subdivider to such transmission lines.  If sanitary sewer transmission lines are not 

adjacent to the subdivision, then the Township Board may, in its discretion, require the 
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subdivider to participate in and share, in whole or in part, the cost of extending such 

transmission lines to the subdivision.  After such extension is completed, the sanitary 

sewer system provided by the subdivider shall be connected to the sanitary sewer 

transmission lines by the subdivider. 

(1) If sanitary sewer transmission lines are not adjacent to or extended to the 

subdivision, as an alternative, the sanitary sewer system may, with the approval of 

the Township Board after consultation with the planning commission, the 

Township engineer, and the county health department, be connected to a central 

sewage disposal system to be provided by the subdivider.  Such central sewage 

disposal system shall be in conformance with all requirements of the county, the 

state, and the Township. 

(2) If sanitary sewer transmission lines are not adjacent to or extended to the 

subdivision, and if no central sewage disposal system is provided, then the 

Township Board may, in its discretion, require that the subdivider execute an 

agreement agreeing to the imposition of a special assessment to cover the 

subdivision’s share of the cost of providing the necessary public sanitary sewer 

facilities to extend public sanitary sewer service to the subdivision.  Such 

agreement shall be prepared by the Township and shall be in such form as shall be 

necessary, in the reasonable opinion of the Township Attorney, to effectuate the 

purposes of this provision. 

(3) If a sanitary sewer system is required of the subdivider by the Township Board, 

the minimum construction standards shall be established by the Township. 

 Crosswalks.  Crosswalks, when required, shall: 

(1) Have easements at least ten feet in width. 

(2) Include paved walks at least five feet in width located generally along the 

centerlines of the easements. 

(3) Be dedicated as public pedestrian walkways. 

(4) Be constructed in accordance with the standards and specifications adopted by the 

county road commission. 

 Street lighting.  Decorative streetlights shall be installed at all intersections, curves, culs-

de-sac, dead-end streets, and at such other locations as the Township Board, in its 

discretion, reasonably requires.  A street layout plan shall indicate proposed lighting pole 

locations.  The streetlights shall be installed at the subdivider’s expense.  The subdivider 

shall sign an agreement with the Township, agreeing to the imposition of a special 

assessment to cover the cost of operating the streetlights.  Such agreement shall be 

prepared by the Township and shall be in such form as shall be necessary, in the 

reasonable opinion of the Township Attorney, to effectuate the purposes of this provision.  

The agreement between the subdivider and the Township shall terminate if the Township 

Board decides, in its discretion, not to specially assess the operating expenses of the 
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streetlights to the lots in the subdivision.  Streetlights shall be adequately shielded and 

screened so that no light will glare directly onto any adjacent property.  Streetlights shall 

be directed toward the ground areas of streets, sidewalks and crosswalkways.  No 

streetlight fixture may exceed 20 feet in height, and the maximum permitted illumination 

shall be 0.3 footcandles.  A footcandle is a unit of illumination that is one foot from a 

uniform point source of one candle, and it equals one lumen per square foot. 

 Gas.  Underground gas lines shall be installed whenever feasible. 

 Optional improvements. 

In certain instances, the improvements specified in this section shall be installed.  In other 

instances, such installation shall be optional.  If installed, the improvements shall be installed in 

the following manner: 

 Recreation.  Where a school site, neighborhood park, recreation area, or public access to 

water frontage, as previously delineated or specified by official action of the planning 

commission, is located in whole or in part in the proposed subdivision, the Township 

Board may request the reservation of such open space for school, park, recreation, or 

public access purposes.  If such request is granted, then the area shall be reserved for the 

respective school district in the case of school sites or for the Township in all other cases.  

The Township may, in its discretion, accept a dedication of these land areas. 

 Greenbelt.  It is desirable for the protection of residential properties to have greenbelt or 

landscaped screen plantings located between a residential development and adjacent 

county primary roads, railroad rights-of-way, or commercial or industrial land uses. 

 Street trees.  The variety and size shall be subject to the approval of the Township Board 

and the county road commission.  Street trees may be planted between the street curb and 

sidewalk.  The location of all street trees shall be approved by the county road 

commission. 

 Landscaping.  The proprietor is encouraged to provide landscaping, trees, and shrubbery 

within the proposed subdivision.  Trees and other shrubbery may be provided by the 

proprietor within public rights-of-way as approved by the county road commission, 

provided the clear vision requirements are still met when the plantings have become fully 

grown. 

 Nonresidential subdivisions. 

Subdivisions intended to accommodate industrial and commercial development shall conform to 

at least the following minimum requirements in addition to any other requirements set forth by 

the Township Board: 

 General requirements.  A nonresidential subdivision shall be subject to all the 

requirements of these regulations, and shall be specifically designed for such purposes 

and shall have adequate provision for off-street parking, setbacks and other requirements 

in accordance with the Zoning Chapter. 
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 Standards.  In addition to the principles and standards in this chapter, which are 

appropriate to the planning of all subdivisions, the proprietor shall demonstrate that the 

street, parcel, and block pattern proposed is suitable for the uses anticipated and takes 

into account other uses in the vicinity.  The following general principles and standards 

shall be observed: 

(1) Proposed commercial or industrial parcels shall be suitable in area and 

dimensions to the types of commercial or industrial development anticipated. 

(2) Street rights-of-way and pavement shall be adequate to accommodate the type and 

volume of traffic anticipated to be generated thereupon. 

(3) Special requirements may be imposed with respect to street, curb, gutter and 

sidewalk design and construction. 

(4) Special requirements may be imposed with respect to the installation of public 

utilities, including without limitation water mains, sanitary sewers, and 

stormwater drainage. 

(5) All reasonable efforts shall be made to protect adjacent residential areas from 

potential nuisance caused by a proposed commercial or industrial subdivision, 

including the provision for a permanently landscaped buffer strip when necessary. 

(6) Streets carrying nonresidential traffic, especially truck traffic, shall not normally 

be extended to the boundaries of adjacent existing or potential residential areas. 

 Guarantee and completion of improvements. 

The construction of all improvements required by this chapter shall either be completed by the 

subdivider prior to final plat approval or their completion shall be guaranteed in the following 

manner: 

 Guarantee.  In lieu of the actual installation and approval of all improvements required 

by this chapter prior to final plat approval, the Township Board may, in its discretion, for 

those requirements which are over and beyond the requirements of the county road 

commission, county drain commissioner, or any other public agency responsible for the 

administration, operation, and maintenance of the applicable public improvement, permit 

the subdivider to guarantee completion of such required improvements in one or a 

combination of the arrangements of this subsection.  In each instance where the 

subdivider is to guarantee completion of required improvements, the Township and the 

subdivider shall enter into a written agreement specifying in detail the nature of the 

required improvements, the time in which these improvements are to be completed, 

provisions for checking or inspecting the construction of each such improvement to 

determine its conformity to the submitted construction plans and specifications, and the 

nature of the financial guarantee of performance which is to be provided by the 

subdivider for each such improvement.  The Township Board may waive financial 

guarantees of required improvements in the case of streetlights or street trees. 
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 Alternatives.  A financial guarantee for completion shall be provided pursuant to one of 

the two alternatives in this subsection.  In either event, the written agreement between the 

Township and the subdivider may provide that the amount of the bond or deposit 

provided, as the case may be, shall be progressively reduced as specified improvements 

are completed. 

(1) Performance or surety bond.  The following are surety bond requirements: 

(a) Accrual.  The bond shall accrue to the Township and shall cover the full 

cost of constructing and installing the specific improvement and, where 

applicable, placing the specific improvement in operation. 

(b) Amount.  The bond shall be in an amount equal to the total estimated cost 

for completing construction arid installation of the specific improvement, 

including contingencies, as estimated by the Township Board, as well as 

the total estimated cost of placing the specific improvement in operation, 

where applicable, including contingencies, as estimated by the Township 

Board. 

(c) Term.  The term of the bond shall be for such period as shall be specified 

by the Township Board. 

(d) Bonding or surety company.  The bond shall be written by a surety 

company which is authorized to do business in the state and which is 

acceptable to the Township Board. 

(2) Cash deposit, certified check, negotiable bond, or irrevocable bank letter of 

credit.  The following are requirements for other forms of surety: 

(a) Treasurer, escrow agent or trust company.  A cash deposit, certified 

check, negotiable bond, or an irrevocable bank letter of credit, such bond 

or letter of credit to be approved by the Township Board, shall be 

deposited with the Township.  The escrow agreement may provide that the 

deposit will be held by the Township Treasurer or, in the alternative and 

subject to approval by the Township Board, that the deposit will be held 

by a state or national banking corporation. 

(b) Dollar value.  The cash deposit, certified check, negotiable bond, or 

irrevocable bank letter of credit shall be in an amount equal to the total 

estimated cost of construction and installation of the specified 

improvement, including contingencies, as estimated by the Township 

Board, as well as, where applicable, the total estimated cost of placing the 

specific improvement in operation, including contingencies, as estimated 

by the Township Board. 

(c) Term.  The deposit shall be retained by the Township Board for a period to 

be specified by the Township Board. 
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 Penalty.  In the event the subdivider shall, in any case, fail to complete an improvement 

within the period of time specified in the agreement with the Township for completion, 

the Township Board may, at its option, proceed itself to have the improvement 

completed.  The agreement between the subdivider and the Township shall provide that 

all costs and expenses incurred by the Township in completing the improvement shall be 

reimbursed from the bond or deposit provided pursuant to subsection B of this section 

and, if such bond or deposit shall be insufficient, from the subdivider. 

 Inspections of improvements.  The engineer for the subdivider must certify with sealed 

documentation that all improvements have been constructed in full compliance with the 

final plat and the Township construction standards, or as otherwise required by the 

Township Board.  The Township engineer shall also be responsible for inspecting the 

construction of all water main extensions, sanitary sewer extensions and such other 

improvements as are assigned by the Township, and certifying that their construction has 

been satisfactorily completed.  The county road commission shall be responsible for the 

inspections of the construction of all streets under its jurisdiction and shall certify that the 

construction has satisfactorily been completed.  If an inspection reveals that any of the 

required improvements have not been constructed in accordance with the final plat, the 

Township construction standards or as required by the Township Board, the proprietor 

shall be responsible for completing the improvements.  Where the cost of improvements 

is covered by guarantee or surety, the proprietor and the bank, bond company or other 

agent shall be severally and jointly liable for completing the improvements according to 

specifications. 

 Certificates of occupancy.  No certificate of occupancy for any building in the 

subdivision shall be issued prior to the completion of the improvements, dedication of the 

same to the Township, and acceptance by the Township Board, except as provided in this 

subsection.  Whenever, by reason of the season of the year, any lot improvement required 

by this chapter cannot be performed, the building inspector may issue a certificate of 

occupancy; provided there is not danger to health, safety or general welfare, upon the 

Township accepting a cash deposit in an amount to be determined by the Township 

engineer for the cost of the improvement.  The surety covering such lot improvement 

shall remain in full force and effect until the Township engineer has certified that the 

construction of the improvement has been satisfactorily completed.  All required 

improvements for which a deposit has been accepted by the Township at the time of 

issuance of a certificate of occupancy shall be installed by the proprietor within one year.  

In the event that the improvement has not been properly installed at the end of the time 

period, the Township Board shall give two weeks’ written notice to the proprietor 

requiring the improvement’s installation.  If the improvement is not timely installed, the 

Township Supervisor may then request the Township Board to authorize the Township 

engineer to contract out the work for the installation of the necessary improvement at a 

sum not to exceed the escrow deposit.  At the time of issuance of this certificate of 

occupancy for which a deposit was made with the Township, the proprietor shall obtain 

and file a notarized statement from the purchasers of the premises authorizing the 

Township to arrange and contract for the installation of the improvement at the end of the 

one year if the improvement has not been duly installed by the proprietor. 
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Variances 

 Requirements; public hearing. 

 The Township Board may, on written application from the subdivider and after receipt of 

a recommendation from the planning commission, grant a variance from the provisions or 

requirements of this chapter.  A public hearing shall be held by the planning commission 

prior to making its recommendation to the Township Board.  Notice of this hearing shall 

be given in the same manner as is provided in the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public 

Act No.  110 of 2006 (MCL 125.3101 et seq.), with respect to the adoption or amendment 

of the Zoning Chapter. No variance shall be recommended by the planning commission 

or granted by the Township Board unless there are the following findings by the planning 

commission or the Township Board, as the case may be: 

(1) That there are such special circumstances or conditions affecting the property in 

question that strict application of the provisions or requirements of this chapter 

would such be impracticable or unreasonable; 

(2) That the granting of the variance will not be detrimental to the public welfare or 

injurious to other property in the area in which the subdivision is situated; 

(3) That the variance will not violate the provisions of the land division act; and 

(4) That the variance will not have the effect of nullifying the interests and purposes 

of this chapter. 

 After the completion of the public hearing, the planning commission shall make a written 

recommendation to the Township Board which shall include its findings and specific 

reasons for its recommendation.  On receipt of such written recommendation, the 

Township Board shall act to either grant or deny the variance. 

 Planned unit development exception. 

A subdivider may request a variance of certain provisions or requirements of this chapter in the 

case of a planned unit development.  Such request for a variance shall be considered and acted 

upon in the same manner as is provided in section 240-33.  In making its recommendation to the 

Township Board, the planning commission shall consider whether the planned unit development 

provides adequate public spaces; whether it includes provisions for efficient circulation of 

adequate light and air and other needs; the nature of the proposed use of land and the existing use 

of land in the vicinity; the number of persons to reside or work in the proposed planned unit 

development; the probable effect of the proposed planned unit development upon traffic 

conditions in the vicinity; whether the proposed planned unit development will constitute a 

desirable and stable community development; and whether the proposed planned unit 

development will be in harmony with adjacent areas. 
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Enforcement And Penalties 

 Final approval required. 

No plat required by this chapter the land division act shall be admitted to the public land records 

of the county or received or recorded by the county register of deeds until such plat has received 

final approval by the Township Board as provided in this chapter.  No public board, agency, 

commission, official or other authority shall proceed with the construction of or authorize the 

construction of any of the public improvements required by this chapter unless such public 

improvement shall comply in its location and in all aspects with the requirements of this chapter; 

this requirement shall not apply to any public improvements which have already been accepted, 

already been opened, or otherwise already received the legal status of a public improvement 

prior to the adoption of this chapter. 

 Penalties. 

Any person who violates this chapter or fails to comply with any of its requirements shall be 

responsible for a municipal civil infraction, subject to enforcement procedures as set forth in 

Chapter 38, Municipal Civil Infractions. 
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Chapter 249 

 

NOISE 

 Purpose. 

Pursuant to its statutorily authorized power to enact ordinances for the purpose of preserving and 

protecting the general health, safety and welfare, the Township Board enacts this chapter, the 

purpose of which is to prohibit excessive, unnecessary, unnatural or unusually loud noises, or 

which are prolonged, unusual, and unnatural in their time, place and use, and which disturb the 

peace. 

 General prohibited noise. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to create, assist in creating, or permit on the person’s owned 

or leased property any loud noise which disturbs the peace within the limits of the Township. 

 Specific noises prohibited; standards. 

The following noises and activities are expressly prohibited. 

 Horns and other signaling devices. The sounding of any horn or signaling device, 

including those which are on any automobile, motorcycle, boat, bus, truck or other 

vehicle, as well as those which are handheld, except as a danger warning. 

 Radios, televisions, loudspeakers, electronic equipment, and musical instruments. The 

using, operating, or permitting to be played, used, or operated, of any radio, television, 

musical instrument, loudspeakers, or other such device for the production or reproduction 

of sound, in such a manner as to disturb the peace.  Such noise between the hours of 

10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. that is audible at any adjacent property line, at any public right-

of-way, or in a dwelling unit other than that in which it is located, shall be prima facie 

evidence of a violation of this section. 

 Yelling, shouting, loud conversation, and verbal noise.  Yelling, shouting, hooting, 

whistling, singing, loud conversation, or other verbal noise upon any premises or the 

public streets in such a manner so as to disturb the peace.  Such noise between the hours 

of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. that is audible at any adjacent property line, at any public 

right-of-way, or in any dwelling unit other than that in which it is located, shall be prima 

facie evidence of a violation of this section. 

 Animals, birds, or pets.  Any animal, bird, or pet noise, including barking, crying, 

whining, howling, scratching, digging, which is audible at any adjacent property line, at 

any public right-of-way, or in any dwelling unit other than that in which the animal, bird, 

or pet is located, shall be prima facie evidence of a violation of this section. 
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 Exhaust noises.  The discharge into the open air of the exhaust of any form of engine, 

except through a muffler or other device which effectively prevents or reduces loud or 

explosive noises. 

 Construction or repairing of buildings.  The erection (including excavation), demolition, 

alteration or repair of any building or structure between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 

7:00 a.m., except in the case of urgent necessity in the interest of public health and safety. 

 Business operations and other premises activities.  The carrying on of any business 

operations, or any other activities upon any premises in such a manner so as to create 

noise that disturbs the pace. 

 Power equipment.  The operation between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. of any 

power equipment which disturbs the pace, except in the case of urgent necessity in the 

interest of public health and safety. 

 Race or vehicle test tracks.  The operation of any race track proving ground, testing area, 

or obstacle course for vehicles, motorcycles, boats, automobiles, snowmobiles, off-road 

vehicles, or vehicles of any kind or nature in the residential area of the Township, or 

adjacent to the residential area of the Township where such noise is emanating from the 

identified vehicles. 

 Exceptions 

The noise prohibitions set out previously in this chapter shall not apply to the following: 

 Any police vehicle, ambulance, fire engine, or other emergency vehicle while engaged in 

necessary emergency activities. 

 Excavation or repair of bridges, streets, or highways, or other property by or on behalf of 

the State of Michigan, Muskegon County, or the Township, between 10:00 p.m. and 

7:00 a.m. when the public welfare, health, safety or convenience renders it impossible to 

perform such work during other hours. 

 Noises emitted from warning devices for the purpose of notifying the individuals or the 

public at large as authorized by law. 

 Noise emanating from the discharge of firearms provided that such discharge is otherwise 

authorized under Michigan law or this Code. 

 In order to maintain the camp-friendly nature of the Township, noise emanating from the 

various structured and licensed camps within the Township shall be allowed, as long as it 

does not disturb the peace. 
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 Violations and penalties. 

Any person who violates or fails to comply with this chapter shall be deemed responsible of a 

civil infraction and subject to a fine or penalty as set forth in Chapter 38, Municipal Civil 

Infractions.  
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Chapter 270 

 

PARKS, CEMETERIES AND RECREATION AREAS 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 7-9-1984 by 

Ord. No. 18.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Injury to property. 

No person shall obstruct any walk or drive in any public park, cemetery or recreation area, and 

no person shall injure, mar or damage in any manner, any monument, ornament, fence, bridge, 

seat, tree, fountain, shrub, flower, playground equipment, fireplace, or other public property 

within or pertaining to any public park, cemetery or recreation area. 

 Waste containers. 

No person shall place or deposit any garbage, glass, tin cans, papers or miscellaneous waste in 

any public park, cemetery or recreation area except in containers provided for that purpose. 

 Ball games. 

No baseball, football, or softball playing, or other vigorous exercises or play shall occur, in any 

public park, cemetery, recreation area or other public place, except in such areas or spaces 

designated for such exercises or play by the Township Board. 

 Picnics. 

Picnics may be held in such parts of any public park or recreation area as shall be designated for 

that purpose by the Township Board, subject to any rules or regulations pertaining thereto. 

 Open fires. 

No person shall kindle or build fires in any public park, cemetery or recreation area, except in 

fireplaces or stoves provided for that purpose.  Upon leaving such fire, it shall be the duty of the 

person last using it to see that said fire is extinguished. 

 Vehicles in parks. 

No person shall drive or park any vehicles in any park, cemetery or recreation area except in 

spaces set aside and designated as driving or parking areas by the Township Board.  Driving and 

parking on all streets and public ways within any public park, cemetery or recreation area, or 

bordering on the same shall be subject to all the provisions regulating traffic generally, and to 

such additional rules and regulations as the Township Board shall adopt pursuant to this chapter. 
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 Additional rules. 

The Township Board is hereby empowered to make such additional rules and regulations 

pertaining to the conduct and use of public parks, cemeteries, recreation areas and public 

grounds, as are necessary to administer the same and to protect public property and the safety, 

health, morals and welfare of the public, and no person shall fail to comply with such rules and 

regulations. 

 Violations and penalties. 

Any person who violates any provisions of this chapter shall be deemed responsible of a civil 

infraction and subject to a fine or penalty as set forth in Chapter 38, Municipal Civil Infractions. 
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Chapter 284 

 

RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES 

[Deleted in its entirety.] 
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Chapter 290 

 

RENTAL PROPERTY 

[Deleted in its entirety.] 
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Chapter 311 

 

SNOWMOBILES 

[Deleted in its entirety.] 
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Chapter 326 

 

TAX EXEMPTIONS - HOUSING PROJECTS 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake as indicated in 

article histories.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Definitions. 

The following words, terms and phrases when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings 

ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning: 

AUTHORITY — The State Housing Development Authority. 

CONTRACT RENTS — All rents in the housing project expected either directly from a tenant 

or by subsidy, vendor payments or paid by a government or other assisting entity on behalf of a 

tenant to the owner or owner’s designee or agent of a housing project.  Contract rents include the 

rental amounts to be currently charged for units in the housing project, whether a unit is vacant 

or not, and whether or not the rent is actually paid.  Contract rents also include the rentals to be 

paid for additional facilities by tenants, such as carports or garages, and further include 

miscellaneous net income, such as income from vending machines or laundry equipment.  The 

portion of additional rents and miscellaneous income to be attributed to contract rents shall be 

determined by reference to the floor plan of the facility which includes and clearly exhibits the 

housing project (therefore the exempt portion of the facility), and the portion of contract rents 

shall be determined by the ratio of the housing project square footage to the entire square footage 

of the facility.  The term “contract rents” does not include charges for utilities. 

ELDERLY PERSONS — Persons aged 62 or older who are of low or moderate income and who 

would qualify by the rules, standards or practices of the authority for residency in projects aided 

by the authority.  This definition does not expand the projects which are eligible under this 

chapter. 

HOUSING PROJECT — A residential facility consisting of rental units offered to the following 

persons; it does not mean the portion of any facility which is not so occupied: 

 Elderly persons as defined in this section. 

 Low income persons and families as defined by the authority. 

HUD — The United States Department of Housing and Urban Development. 

LOW INCOME PERSONS AND FAMILIES — All low income persons and families included 

in the definitions found at Section 15a(7) of Public Act No. 346 of 1966 [MCLA 

§ 125.1415a(7)]. 

MORTGAGE LOAN — A loan made by the authority or HUD to the sponsor for the 

construction and permanent financing of a housing project. 
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SERVICE CHARGE — The same as payment in lieu of taxes. 

SPONSOR — A developer of a housing project.  The term “sponsor” includes an applicant for 

exemption under this chapter. 

UTILITIES — Public water, public sanitary sewer, gas or electric service.  The term “utilities” 

does not include cable or other television services, telephone or communication utilities or solid 

waste services. 

 General denial of exemption. 

The exemption from ad valorem property taxes provided by section 15a of Public Act No. 346 of 

1966 (MCL 125.1415a) shall not apply to all or any class of housing projects within the 

Township boundaries except as provided in this chapter. 

 Limited exemption stated. 

A limited exemption, only if authorized by Public Act No. 346 of 1966 (MCL 125.1401 et seq.), 

is hereby granted, limited however to the projects described and authorized by this chapter and 

further having a signed contract with the Township pursuant to this chapter entered into by the 

Township in its sole discretion.  No other residential project, even if authorized by Public Act 

No. 346 of 1966 (MCL 125.1401 et seq.), shall be entitled to an exemption. 

 Ownership entities recognized. 

No housing project shall be eligible for an exemption under this chapter unless it is owned by a 

nonprofit housing corporation, consumer housing cooperative, or limited dividend housing 

corporation as described in section 15a of Public Act No. 346 of 1966 (MCL 125.1415a).  The 

exemption shall not be available to mobile home park corporations or mobile home park 

associations. 

 Housing projects eligible. 

The following housing projects shall be eligible for the exemption in the Township: 

 Housing projects receiving direct mortgage loans from HUD or the authority for at least 

70% of the total construction or rehabilitation costs of the housing project. 

 Housing projects where at least 70% of the total construction or rehabilitation costs of the 

housing project come from the proceeds of a grant or advance of funds from the 

authority. 

 Housing projects in which at least 70% of the total construction or rehabilitation costs of 

the housing project are funded by the net proceeds from an authority-aided mortgage 

loan, but only where the authority aid consists of the allocation of tax credits from the 

authority to the applicant for the exemption. 
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 Payments in lieu of taxes; amount; standards for determination. 

The payments in lieu of taxes to be made by housing projects exempt from ad valorem taxes 

under this chapter are hereby established by the Township pursuant to section 15a of Public Act 

No. 346 of 1966 (MCL 125.1415a), without regard to the amounts otherwise set forth in such 

section of this act.  The service charge to be paid in lieu of taxes by any housing project exempt 

under this chapter shall be determined as follows: 

 Amount.  The service charge shall be in an amount no less than 4% nor more than 20% of 

the contract rents charged for the total of all units in the (exempt) housing project, 

whether the units are occupied or not and whether or not the rents are paid.  In no event 

shall the service charge exceed the ad valorem real property taxes which would be paid 

for the housing project if it were not exempt. 

 Standards for determining the amount of the payment in lieu of taxes.  In determining the 

amount of service charge (not less than the minimum) which will be paid the Township 

for a housing project exempt under this chapter the following standards shall guide the 

Township.  All criteria which apply shall be considered to arrive at the service charge: 

(1) In the event the housing project or a substantial part thereof is located in a 

rehabilitated structure, for that portion of the project found in the rehabilitated 

structure the Township shall establish a lower service charge. 

(2) In the event the housing project is located in an area of the Township which is 

part of a tax increment district and removes taxable property from the tax roll, the 

Township shall establish a higher service charge. 

(3) The Township shall consider the number of exempt units as compared to 

nonexempt units which are attached or contiguous to the housing project, but 

which are developed simultaneously with it by the same developer.  To the extent 

that nonexempt units, including units calling for market rents, are included in the 

development, the Township shall consider lowering the rate of the service charge 

on the exempt units. 

(4) In the event the housing project is proximate to nonsubsidized and nonexempt 

housing which is not part of any project for which the developer of the exempt 

housing project is responsible, the Township shall establish a higher service 

charge. 

(5) In the event the housing project is eligible for other property tax abatements or 

reductions of any kind, or municipal benefits not generally available to residential 

properties, the Township shall establish a higher service charge. 

(6) In the event the housing project results in an increase in the need for public 

services such as water or sewer extensions, public transportation services, 

additional snow plowing, police and fire services, or increased school 

populations, the Township shall establish a higher service charge. 
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(7) In the event the Township determines that the housing project will result in 

significantly increased traffic generation or street or highway safety problems, the 

Township shall establish a higher service charge. 

 Property or unit becoming ineligible.  In the event any residential unit is found to be 

occupied by persons who are not eligible to occupy exempt units under this chapter, the 

service charge for that unit, prorated, shall equal the general property taxes which would 

be payable (prorate) for that unit.  In the event the Township determines that more than 

50% of the units in the housing project are occupied by such ineligible persons, then the 

entire housing project shall be immediately liable for a service charge in an amount equal 

to the ad valorem property taxes which would otherwise be charged by tax bills normally 

issuing in the year of the Township’s determination. 

 Term of exemption.  [Amended 9-12-2011] 

The exemption term shall begin on the tax day of the year in which a final certificate of 

compliance or occupancy is issued by the Township, therefore affecting the taxes due in the 

following year, and shall terminate on the happening of any of the following: 

 The project fails to provide housing for low income persons, refinancing of the authority-

aided, or authority, or HUD mortgage loan, except to convert from a construction to an 

end loan, as well as refinancing to lower interest rates. 

 Any violation or default under this chapter. 

 The day falling 30 years after the effective date of the contract for the exemption required 

by this chapter, or the period determined by the contract, whichever is shorter. 

 Service charge constitutes a lien on property. 

The service charge shall constitute a lien on the housing project property and improvements, 

effective at the same times and enforceable in the same manner as general property taxes. 

 Collection of service charge. 

The service charge as determined by this chapter shall be payable in the same manner as general 

property taxes, except that the annual payment shall be paid on or before July 1 of each year 

during which the exemption is in effect.  The entire tax collection procedure provided by the 

General Property Tax Act (MCL 211.1 et seq.) shall be effective and utilized with respect to such 

payment, including, but not limited to, the provisions providing for interest and penalties on late 

payments, return of delinquent taxes, tax liens, and the sale of lands for delinquent taxes.  In the 

event of a delinquency in the payment in lieu of taxes, the Township shall issue a tax bill for the 

premises and include the required payment as a delinquent tax. 
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 Requirement to file information; default in payment; violations; loss of 

exemption. 

The sponsor or owner shall file annually with the Township Treasurer a statement of contract 

rents to be charged and/or received, the statement to be filed within 30 days after December 31 

of each year.  Failure to timely file such statement, the filing of an inaccurate statement, any 

misrepresentation in the amount of rents, or the failure to timely pay any service charge, shall be 

considered violations of this chapter and the commission of any one violation shall result in the 

permanent, immediate loss of the exemption for the current year and thereafter.  The Township 

may require that information presented in the statement be certified by an independent auditor. 

 Service fees and special assessments. 

Except as otherwise provided by law, a housing project otherwise exempt under this chapter 

shall not be exempt from special assessments or service fees or charges levied or charged by the 

Township. 

 Contract requirement. 

Except for housing projects previously determined to be exempt prior to the enactment of this 

chapter (or the ordinance which was the basis for this chapter), each housing project which is 

exempt under this chapter must sign an agreement with the Township by which the exemption 

set forth in this chapter is granted, and further providing for the payment in lieu of taxes, consent 

to the provisions of this chapter and recognizing the conditions whereby exemption may be lost.  

The Township may require any reasonable conditions in such contract, including, but not limited 

to, such matters as limitations on the years for which the exemption may be continued, 

requirements for completing the project within a time certain, requirements for completing 

nonexempt units or facilities and time limits for completion, as well as the number of such units.  

Each contract shall have a complete and final floor plan attached (subject only to insubstantial 

amendment by as-built drawings), which chapter shall govern the determination of the payment 

in lieu of taxes as appropriate under this chapter.  No exemption may be granted unless and until 

the contract is completed, approved and signed by the Township Board. 

 Denial of applications. 

The Township is not required by this section to grant an application which may otherwise qualify 

under this chapter.  The Township may deny an application in its sole discretion.  In determining 

whether to deny a project, the Township may use, but is not limited to, the following standards.  

The Township would deny a project for exemption if the project applied for: 

 Constitutes a development which diverts, subverts, alters or is contrary to the master plan 

of the Township; 

 Fails to contribute to the improvement of neighborhoods in the Township; 

 Concentrates exempt housing in one or more areas of the Township; 

 Adversely affects the property tax base of the Township; 
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 Creates significant public burdens, such as traffic, public works or infrastructure, health, 

safety, school population or service capabilities; 

 Results in the concentration of low income or elderly housing in a neighborhood or is 

contrary to the encouragement of economically diverse housing development; 

 Is sponsored by a developer who fails to demonstrate acceptable financial, managerial or 

construction capabilities; or 

 Results in a project or development which is harmful to the health, safety and welfare of 

the Township. 

 Effect on existing projects. 

Housing projects which have been previously determined and treated as exempt pursuant to 

Public Act No. 346 of 1966 (MCL 125.1401 et seq.) under previous ordinances of the Township 

shall continue their exempt status, and further shall continue the present payments to the 

Township as presently determined.  To the extent their present contracts do not conflict with this 

chapter, this chapter shall control their exemptions. 
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Chapter 333 

 

METROPOLITAN EXTENSION TELECOMMUNICATIONS RIGHTS-OF-WAY 

OVERSIGHT (“METRO”) 

 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter is to regulate access to and ongoing use of public rights-of-way by 

telecommunications providers for their telecommunications facilities while protecting the public 

health, safety, and welfare and exercising reasonable control of the public right-of-way in 

compliance with the Metropolitan Extension Telecommunications Rights-of-Way Oversight Act, 

Act No. 48 of the Public Acts of 2002, MCL 484.3101 et seq., (“the Act”) to ensure that the 

Township qualifies for distributions under the Act by modifying the fees charged to providers 

and complying with the Act. 

 Definitions. 

The terms used in this chapter shall have the same meanings as the terms used in the Act. 

 Compliance. 

All persons are required to comply with all requirements, procedures and other provisions 

included in the Act. 
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Chapter 340 

 

TRAFFIC 

[Deleted in its entirety.] 
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Chapter 341 

 

BROWN’S POND DAM NON-MOTORIZED TRAFFIC 

  Title. 

This Chapter shall be known and cited as the Blue Lake Township Brown’s Pond Dam Non-

Motorized Traffic Ordinance. 

 Background. 

 The Township acquired Brown’s Pond Dam (the “Dam”) from the Muskegon County 

Road Commission. 

 The Dam was limited to “foot traffic only” when acquired by the Township from the 

Muskegon County Road Commission. 

 The Township desires to maintain the prohibition against motorized traffic across the 

Dam. 

 Prohibition. 

 Motorized traffic across the Dam is prohibited by this Chapter. 

 This Chapter shall not prevent foot traffic and non-motorized traffic (e.g., bicycle, 

tricycle, skateboard, etc.) across the Dam. 

  Violations; penalties; enforcement. 

 Any person who violates any of the provisions of this Chapter shall be responsible for a 

municipal civil infraction, subject to enforcement procedures as set forth in Chapter 38, 

Municipal Civil Infractions. 
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Chapter 348 

 

UTILITIES, UNDERGROUND 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake as indicated in 

article histories.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 

Development Along Owasippe Road 

[Adopted 5-12-2003 by Ord. No. 52] 

 Purpose. 

The purpose of this chapter ordinance is to preserve the natural beauty, undisturbed in natural 

condition and the native vegetation and other natural features associated with the public right-of-

way known as Owasippe Road. 

 Underground burial of utilities required. 

Upon the development of either single family homes, site condominiums, subdivisions, or 

unplatted development, all public utilities located along Owasippe Road shall be buried 

underground as a condition of future development. 
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Chapter 355 

 

PARKING AND STORAGE OF VEHICLES 

[HISTORY:  Adopted by the Township Board of the Township of Blue Lake 5-5-1966 by 

Ord. No. 8.  Amendments noted where applicable.] 

 Name. 

This chapter shall be known and cited as the Blue Lake Township Automobile Parking and 

Storage Ordinance. 

 Regulations. 

No person shall park or store on premises owned or occupied by such person, except as may be 

zoned therefor, or allow to be parked or stored on those premises, any inoperable, unlicensed 

motor-driven vehicle which requires a license under the laws of the State of Michigan, for more 

than 14 days in any one year, unless the same is located in an enclosed building or unless a 

special permit is first obtained therefor from the Township Supervisor or such other officer as the 

Township Board may designate, to be granted only in special hardship cases beyond the control 

of the applicant, and where no adjoining property owner is injured thereby. 

 Violations and penalties; removal of unlawful vehicles by Township. 

 Any person who violates the provisions of this chapter shall be deemed responsible for a 

civil infraction and subject to a fine as set forth in Chapter 38, Municipal Civil 

Infractions. 

 In addition to the imposition of the foregoing fines and penalties, the Township 

Supervisor or such other officer as the Township Board may designate, may cause any 

vehicle which violates the provisions of this chapter, to be removed from the premises, 

impounded and destroyed, or sold for junk, as the case may be, and the cost thereof 

assessed against the owner of such vehicle.  Any sums realized by the Township on the 

sale of the vehicle may be used to reimburse the Township for the costs incurred therein.  

Any balance of such sums remaining after the aforesaid reimbursement shall be returned 

to the owner of the vehicle. 

 Enforcement. 

The provisions of this chapter shall be enforced by the Township Supervisor or such other officer 

as the Township Board may designate. 

 Impact on other code provisions. 

This chanter shall not be construed as repealing any Code provisions now in effect or hereafter 

made effective relating to rubbish, litter, garbage, refuse, trash, junk, inoperable motor vehicles, 
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or parked or stored automobiles, but shall be construed as supplementary to any such code 

provision as well as any statute of the State of Michigan relating thereto. 
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Chapter 356 

 

CAMPING REGULATIONS 

 Definitions. 

As used in this Chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated. 

 Camping Unit – A motor home, fifth-wheel trailer, travel trailer, folding tent camper 

(pop-up), truck camper, van conversion, or tent, or some other vehicle which has been 

converted for camping use. 

 Living Quarters – The location of a person’s permanent residence as identified by the 

person’s driver’s license. 

 Prohibitions. 

No one shall occupy or locate a camping unit within the Township, except in conformance with 

this Chapter. 

 Parking. 

 No camping unit may be parked on any public street (as defined in Chapter 380, Zoning) 

or alley within the Township between the hours of midnight and 6:00 a.m. 

 No camping unit may be parked in or on any public park or other public property within 

the Township between the hours of midnight and 6:00 a.m., unless the park or property 

has been specifically approved for such use by the Township. 

 Storage. 

 The outside storage of camping units on property zoned or used for residential purpose is 

permitted as follows (all terms defined in Chapter 380, Zoning, shall have the same 

definition in this Chapter): 

(1) In rear yards; 

(2) In a side yard, provided that access to the rear yard is not blocked; 

(3) In front yards provided that the location of the camping unit is at least 100 feet 

from any street; and 

(4) In front yards for a period of not more than seven consecutive days. 

(5) Where the configuration of a particular lot does not make storage in the side or 

rear yard feasible, the Township may allow for front yard storage after 

considering the size of the lot, the availability of other options, the adjacent land 

uses, and the effects on the surrounding property and the community. 
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(6) Any camping unit stored outside must be owned by the occupant of the property 

where the camping unit is stored, except that one camping unit may be the 

property of a non-resident. 

 Inside storage is permitted: 

(1) In a garage attached to a permanent dwelling; and 

(2) In a detached accessory building designed for such purpose. 

 No storage of any camping units shall be allowed on vacant property. 

 Occupancy. 

 Camping units shall not be occupied on a lot without a permit for a period exceeding two 

weeks (14 days) in any calendar year on private property, outside of a designated and 

state-licensed campground.  No permit shall be issued unless waste water is disposed of 

properly through an approved septic system or legal dump station.  In addition, electrical 

service must meet all codes and standards or be otherwise self-contained.  No lot may 

have one or more occupied camping units located within its boundaries for more than two 

weeks in any calendar year. 

 Lots of one acre or less are allowed one occupied camping unit at a time.  Lots of one 

acre through 10 acres are allowed up to three occupied camping units at a time.  Lots 

exceeding 10 acres may be allowed a maximum of four occupied camping units at a time.  

Each camping unit shall not be occupied by more persons than the manufacturer’s 

specified capacity of the unit.  A minimum distance of 20 feet must be maintained 

between camping units. 

 All garbage, refuse, human waste and trash shall be contained in animal proof containers 

and removed weekly from the lot. 

 No camping unit shall serve as the living quarters of its occupants. 

 Permits and violations. 

 Permits for camping exceeding two weeks on private property must be obtained by the 

owner or user with written permission of the property owner at the Township Office 

during regular business hours. 

 Nuisance and noise violations for any occupied camping unit shall be defined as follows. 

(1) Fireworks are not allowed at any time. 

(2) Quiet time shall be enforced from 10:00PM to 8:00AM, seven days a week. 

(a) No generators shall be running during quiet time. 
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(b) Radios, televisions, stereos, and any device for amplifying sound must be 

at a volume low enough to not be heard at a distance of 100 feet. 

(c) No bright lights or spot lighting that interferes with neighboring properties 

will be permitted. 

(3) No vehicles with unreasonably loud exhaust noise which disturbs the peace will 

be permitted at any time, including off road vehicles, go carts, trucks, or 

automobiles. 

 Any person who violates any of the provisions of this chapter shall be responsible for a 

municipal civil infraction, subject to enforcement procedures as set forth in Chapter 38, 

Municipal Civil Infractions. 
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Chapter 366 

 

WATERCRAFT AND BOATING 

[Deleted in its entirety.] 
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