
BLUE LAKE TOWNSHIP 
Regular Board Meeting Minutes 

September 9, 2026 
1491 Owasippe Rd., Twin Lake, MI 49457 

 
Meeting opened at 5:04 PM.  
 
Present: Jeff Abram, Melonie Arbogast, Lyle Monette, Priscilla McFarland, Jackson Wall 
 
Motion by Jeff, support by Jackson to approve the minutes of the August 12, 2026 regular board meeting. Motion carried 
on voice vote. 
 
Motion by Jeff, support by Jackson to approve the September 2, 2026 special meeting minutes. 
Motion carried on voice vote. 
 
Perfection of agenda: Move Supervisor items after Fire Chief. 
Motion by Jackson, support by Jeff to approve the amended agenda. Motion carried on voice vote. 
 
Reports and correspondence noted. 
 
Agenda Items 
 

• Clerk 

• DNR Grant engineering contract – Motion by Jeff, support by Priscilla to approve Doc. #20260909-01 
awarding the DNR grant engineering contract to Fleis & Vandenbrink in the amount of $32,690.  Roll call 
vote: 5 Yes. Motion carried. 

• Blue Lake Park update – The Serenity Garden is nearly completed – spring planting. November 14 is the 
open house/tree decoration.  

 

• Fire Chief 

• Current information – Chief Knop reviewed current information with the board. 
 

• Supervisor 

• Promotion to Fire Chief - Motion by Jeff, support by Jackson to approve the promotion of James Petrie to 
Fire Chief. Motion carried on voice vote. Chief Petrie was sworn in by the clerk. 

• Deputy Chief appointment - Motion by Jeff, support by Jackson to approve Chief Petrie’s 
recommendation of Joe Knop as Deputy Chief. Motion carried on voice vote. 

 

• Accounts Payable 

• Motion by Lyle, support by Priscilla to approve the August 2026 expenses in the amount of $9,698.27. 
Roll call vote: 5 yes. Motion carried. 

• Motion by Lyle, support by Priscilla to approve the August 2026 net payroll in the amount of $18,806.72. 
Roll call vote: 5 yes. Motion carried. 

• Motion by Lyle, support by Priscilla to approve the August 2026 federal EFTPS in the amount of 
$4,392.50. Roll call vote: 5 yes. Motion carried. 

• Motion by Lyle, support by Priscilla to approve the August 2026 state EFTPS in the amount of $1,080.93. 
Roll call vote: 5 yes. Motion carried. 

 
Public Figure Recognition: None. 

 
 
 
 



Board Comments:  
The board congratulated Joe Knop on his 25 years of fire service and welcomed Chief Petrie back to Blue Lake Fire 
Department.  
Jeff – Thanked BLFD for attending the memorial for Dave Berndt. 
  
Public Comments: 
Debbie Therrian – Thanked Joe Knop for all he has done for our community. Welcomed Jim Petrie back. 
Linda Schlicting – Thanked Joe Knop for all the help he has given to their family and the community. 
 
Motion to adjourn: Motion by Jeff, support by Jackson. Motion carried on voice vote. 
Meeting adjourned at 5:39 PM. 
 
 
 
 
Jeffery T. Abram 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 


